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RETIRED SGT. DAVE FLORY  
 

 
 

Badge 1170  

Born Feb. 20, 1938  

Appointed 1963  

Retired 1994  

Died Dec. 20, 2015  

 
Six years followi ng Daveôs retirement from the Dept. in 1994, he moved to Flower Mound, 
Texas, where he was living until last Sunday when he succumbed to cancer of the liver that 
had been diagnosed three weeks earlier.  
 
Dave is survived by two brothers, Robert of Walnut Cr eek and Donald of Berkeley; two sisters, 
Judy Zlatnik of Fremont and Susan Brooks of Las Vegas; a daughter, Nina Stephenson of 
Sandy, OR; a son, Eron of Santa Rosa; three grandchildren and two great -grandchildren.  
 
Many of you will remember Dave from his a ssignment as a Motor Sergeant, but his police 
career that spanned more than 30 years involved several other jobs. The following is from his 
Linkedin profile: ñDid the system design for the first Computer Assisted Dispatch system, 
supervised DWI Enforcement  Team for 6 years, the Hi - tech Investigator for two years. 
Designed and implemented Court Notice program for Court Liaison Unit, ran that and did 
database designs for various PD units for my last 5 years at the dept. Put all departmental 
incident report fo rms into FileMakerPro so officers can enter their data into laptops.ò 
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Dave had several hobbies that included SCUBA diving and kayaking. He also was interested in 
sculpting art using a blowtorch and sheet metal for a period of item. (I can vouch for that a s I 
have an 18 -inch tall black metal rose sculpture he created sitting in a display case.)  
 
According to his daughter Nina, "Dave graduated from Harvard with a bachelor's in biology. 
He then took a one year position at Ames Research which brought him to CA , but he didn't 
like being stuck in a lab all day because he missed the human interaction. That was when he 
pursued his police career. Dave trained in judo early in his police career, but his main self 
defense training was with the Koga technique; he was a  Koga trainer for many years."  
 
Daveôs passing that was posted on Facebook earlier this week generated dozens of 
comments, including:  
 
Å Jim McMahon: ñI remember Dave as a motor Sgt. at AIB weekend nights talking to every 
driver brought in about drinking p roblems, getting control and referring them to AA and other 
alternatives. Dave really worked to make an impact on recidivist DUIs.ò 
 
Å Margie Thompson: ñDave was one of the Records Sergeants I worked with. Good heart, 
good leader. RIP Dave.ò 
 
Å Bob Nalett: ñRIP Sgt. Flory. A class act all the way. He was one of my instructors in the 
Academy, then helped me with one of my first DUIs. Then when he was the High Tech 
Sergeant he helped me with one of the biggest cases I worked.ò 
 
Å Tom Brewer: ñVery sad to hear. I had several conversations with him throughout the years 
we worked, and yes he was a great guy who really cared about the professionalism of LE. But 
I also learned what an intelligent person he was. He shared some interesting stories with this 
young off icer that I remember to this day!ò 
 
Additional comments on Facebook about Daveôs passing can be seen HERE. 
 
The family  will be planning a service after the first of the year.  
 
 

UPDATE ON DAVE BRIDGEN  
 

 
  
Dave underwent hernia surgery yesterday (Wed.) morning at the Veterans Hospital in Palo 
Alto. A point of concern was that his Stanford doctors wanted the Deep Brain Stim ulator 
turned off during the surgery. Everything went well, and Betty Ruth got to give him the 
needed ñjump startò in the Recovery Room and he went home ñshortlyò after the surgery. I 
say shortly because it took 90 minutes to get his medications from the p harmacy while the 
surgery was completed in half that time!  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/770488179654538/permalink/952445038125517/?comment_id=953311354705552&notif_t=group_comment


 
He is resting comfortably and in a lot less pain. I did hear a rumor that he has been personally 
calling friends to let them know how the surgery went. Dave enjoys calls and visits, so please 
do f eel free to call.  
 
Gary (Johnson)  <gj1901@comcast.net>  

For Daveôs home address and/or phone number, send a request to <bilmat@comcast.net )  

 
 

NOW IS THE TIME TO ADJUST YOUR VIDE O SCREEN SIZE TO "LARGE" OR "FULL SCREEN"  
 

 
 

For the newer YouTube videos, select "Theater Mode."  

 

THANKS FOR FOLLOWING US IN 2015. NOW FOLLOW ñHIMò 

 
We could have chosen from hundreds of items to open this Christmas Eve edition of the 
Farsider but settle d on this ñI Will Follow Himò selection from Andre Rieuôs ñLive in Maastricht 
Vò performance. If you donôt stick with it until the 1:40 mark, you will miss the portion of the 
song that is GUARANTEED to get your holiday blood circulating. Merry Christmas everyone! 
(4:32)  

 
 
 

INTRODUCING THE PBA DANCERS AND SINGERS  

 
The 30 members who make up the PBA Dancers and Singers Chorus have been rehearsing all 
year and biting at the bit to perform for all of yo u, and as a special Christmas gift to them and 
you, we have decided that this is their week to let them strut their stuff. They will appear 
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throughout this weekôs Farsider in groups of five, starting with John Carr, Sr., John Trussler, 
Bob Moir, Bruce Mort on and Rollie Miller who are proud to present their rendition of ñRockinô 
Around the Christmas Treeò with their chipmunk voices. HIT  it boysé 

 
 
 

PENSION NEWS  

 
We have three linked items that may be of interest to those of you who want to keep abreast 
of the ongoing pension issue.  
 
Craig Shuey sent in the message below that included  THI S link to a SacBee article:  
 
Bill ð Although this SacBee article is about CALPers and not the San Jose Police and 
Retirement System, it certainly draws attention to California retirement systems as a whole 
as well as the two (2) Reed sponsored initiatives that will probably be thrown in front of the 
public. ðCraig  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Russ Russell sent us THIS  link t o the Capital & Main website that had as a headline, ñBreaking 
News: Poll Shows Pension Ballot Measures Already in Troubleò 
 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
This article titled ñReed and DeMaio Continue Assault on Public Employeesò was POSTED on 
the SJPD page of Facebook a few days ago by the Association of Deputy District Attorneys.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
This LINK  arrived yesterday from Dave Walker. Itôs from the ñCalifornians for Retirement 
Securityò website and talks about ñMyths and Factsò about California pensions. 
 
 

HERE ARE THE NEXT FIVE STARS OF THE PBA SINGERS AND DANCERS CHORUSé 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82PC4kZ1qCs&feature=youtu.be
http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/the-state-worker/article50816515.html
http://capitalandmain.com/latest-news/issues/labor-and-economy/breaking-news-poll-shows-pension-ballot-measures-already-in-trouble-1216/
https://www.laadda.com/reed-and-demaio-continue-assault-on-public-employees/
http://www.letstalkpensions.com/myths-and-facts


 
Pete Grav es, Karen Hildebrandt -Wahl, Marv Lewis, John Carr, Jr. and Bill Wells want to 
entertain you using their helium -filled lungs as they sing THIS  classic Hawaiian Christmas 
song also kn own as ñMele Kalikimaka.ò 

 
 
 

THE TRIALS & TRIBULATIONS OF SAN JOSE AND THE SJPD  

Click on the headline below if you want to read the story about the settlement that appeared 
in yesterdayôs paperé 

Jury Awards Vietnamese Man Shot and Paralyzed by San Jose Police $11.3 Million  
 

 
 

Hung Lam, who did not want his face photographed, answers  

questions from the media about his case  of excessive force  

against the San Jose Police Department and award of 11.3  

million dollars by a federal jury at the law offices of John L.  

Burris, right, in Oakland, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2015  
 

 

MAIL CALL  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJNKmcAHNrM&feature=youtu.be
http://www.mercurynews.com/news/ci_29300586/jury-awards-vietnamese-man-shot-and-paralyzed-by-san-jose-police-113-million


 
 

Dec. 17th  

Bill:  
 
I know as do you that  neither of us can stomach Trump. But I am more fearful of the 
electorate that votes people like Obama, and now possibly Trump, into positions of power. In 
fact it's terrifying. I have many times expressed my opinion on how our nation arrived at its 
presen t sorry position.   I believe the agitators of the ô60s ð the same people we confronted ð 
never left college and university campuses. They stayed, getting a tax dollar ride to 
Doctorates and filling professorships throughout the country. From those position s of power 
over impressionable students they foisted a river of radicalized liberals who went forth into 
politics, the professions, mainly law, educators and sadly, more and more law enforcement.   
 
I was amazed to discover when I attended the University o f Santa Clara School of Law that a 
table was positioned outside the first year lecture room staffed by students enrolling other 
students into the National Lawyer's Guild. It was baffling to find a Communist front 
organization in a Jesuit institution. That conclusion was not mine alone. It was designated as 
such by the United States Congress subcommittee on Un -American Activities. That committee 
has been repeatedly castigated and demeaned by the far left since then which proved to me 
that they were right on with their findings.  
 
Where our country will end up I don't know. I have zero faith in the electoral process, 
especially after Obama, and I fear the voters will do it again with Trump.  
 
Phil (Norton)  <ponorton200 8@gmail.com>  
 
Interesting perspective, Phil, and one I find hard to argue with. What is so ironic is that when 
it comes to ideology, Trump is far different than Bernie Sanders, yet similar mystical forces 
seem to be at work as shown by their number of supp orters. Thatôs not to say that the far left 
is pulling for Trump, although there could be a method to their madness if they think 
(correctly in my opinion) that if the GOP selects Trump as its candidate, the Democrats stand 
a far better chance of capturing  the White House than if another Republican contender is 
chosen. There is more about Trump a few columns belowé 
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 17th  

Bill,  
 
Thought your readers would find this video of interest. It will be among the most interesting 
videos they have seen  lately. Please include it in your Mail Call column.  
 
Thanks.  
 
Art Mogilesky <mogel@charter.net>  

mailto:ponorton2008@gmail.com
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I would wager that the video Art sent in will hold the readers' interest like it held mine. Click 
HERE to see if that was a wise bet.  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 18th  

Bill and Leroy,  
 
Merry Christmas and happy everyday to you both. Here we go again marching into the 
Season. I was looking through all the different versions of "The Little Drummer Boy" of which 
there are many ð  dozens, maybe hundreds ð and came up with these:  
 
If you want the classical version you can try an orchestral one by "Trans Siberian Orchestra,ò 
or for the strictly drum version try "Radiant Videos" (they are pretty good). Johnny Cash sings 
a lonesome version. Or my favorite, last but not least, the no instruments version by 
"Pentatonix," which sold millions in the last two years and received over seventy million 
views on YouTube.  
 
As someone so aptly put it, ñTry 'em all and pick one.ò They're all different, but hey, they're all 
good.  
 
My point? Sometimes we all march to different drummers, but hey, it's all good. Happy 
Holidays to all.  
 
Be well.     
  
Dave (Scannell)  <silent.eagle46@yahoo.com>  

 
Å Å Å Å Å 

 

Dec. 20th  

Bill,  
  
Hereôs some information about the video that Red State posted last week that contained the 
opinions and comments of Bill Whittle about Donald Trump.  
  
If you let this vid eo cycle to the one that follows, you can watch him explaining the Electoral 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSPvnFDDQHk&feature=youtu.be
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College to two ladies on an episode of PolitiChicks.  
  
Excerpts from Mr. Whittleôs bio from Wikipedia show that he was born in 1959 and is a self 
described conservative blogger, c ommentator, screenwriter, director and author. He attended 
the University of Florida majoring in theater arts, but was forced to drop out when he did not 
maintain the required GPA.  
  
He moved to Los Angeles where he worked in a number of occupations includ ing a waiter, 
rent -a-car agency rep, and limo driver. He eventually found employment as a freelance 
television editor and briefly ran a video editing company which closed down in 1998. 
Subsequently he started his own weekly podcast, óThe Stratosphere Loungeô and is currently 
the presenter of the internet based óAfterburnerô and óThe Firewallô. 
  
Donald Trump is definitely a phenomenon, consistently leading in nearly every national 
Republican voter poll over the last 6 months.  
 
Of particular note is the fact  that the demographics of his supporters differ in several areas 
when compared to those of his fellow candidates;  
 
Å Theyôre a bit older with less than 2 percent of them younger than 30. 
     
Å Earn less, with 34 percent having an income under $50,000 per year and 89 percent earning 
less than $100,000 per year.  
 
Å Only 19 self identify as very conservative, compared to Cruzôs 45 percent. 
 
Å Seventy percent say they arenôt involved with the Tea Party movement. 
 
Å Far fewer self identify as óborn againô or evangelical Christians, 21 percent to Cruzôs 37 
percent, and as a group they are much less likely to attend church on a weekly basis.  
 
Mr. Trumpôs supporters also care much less about whether his statements, claims and 
promised post -election initiatives are  factual, accurate or doable.  
  
This is a very important factor in Mr. Trump's success in holding onto current supporters while 
gaining new ones, since his record in this regard is very poor. He is unique in that most 
politicians will drop a claim from the ir speeches after it has been fact checked and shown to 
be false. Instead, he often doubles down on what he said, or tweets and insists he is right no 
matter how strong the evidence is to the contrary. In response to this strategy, Politico 
produced an art icle with the title, "Five reasons to fact -check anything Trump says: From 
policy assertions to his heritage, the GOP front -runner is plain loose with the facts."  
 
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/09/donald -trump -fact -check -off -message -
214051#ixzz3usXdltbg  
  
Here are Donald Trumpôs facts checking results from several different sources: 
 
From PolitiFacts <http://www.politifact.com/personalities/donald -trump/>  and 
<http://www.politifact.com/search/statements/?q=donald%20trump>  
  
From FactCheck.org < http://www.factcheck.org/2015/06/trump -tramples -facts/# > and 
< http://www.factcheck.org/person/donald -trump/ > 

http://www.politico.com/story/2015/09/donald-trump-fact-check-off-message-214051#ixzz3usXdltbg
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From Snopes < http://www.snopes.com/search/?q=donald+trump >  
 
From TruthOrFiction 
< https://www.truthorfiction.com/search_gcse/?q=donald%20trump#gsc.tab=0&gsc.q=do
nald%20trump >  
 
From Fact Checker 
<https://www.washingtonpost.com/newssearch/?query=fact+checking+donald+trump>  
  
From USA Today 
<http://www.usatoday.com/st ory/news/politics/elections/2015/06/16/fact -check -donald -
trump/28828017/>  
 
Take care,  
 
Middle Ground <middleground@techie.com>  
 
I won't say it's amazing, but it sure is strange that few if any of Trump's supporters care 
about the truth. If thoughtful consideration is abandoned and the GOP nominee is selected 
out of anger, God help us. And a similar argument can be made for the honesty and integrity 
on the Democratic side of the aisle as well.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 22nd  

Bill,  
 
I just posted this on my Facebook page and thought you might enjoy it as well.  
 
Every now and then I see something that someone has said and wish I had said it in those 
exact words. Canada elected a new Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, and h e was asked about 
the upcoming US Presidential elections. He started by saying that he wants to have a 
"positive relationship with whoever Americans choose as their President" and then went on to 
say thisé 
 
"I don't think it comes as a surprise to anyone t hat I stand firmly against the politics of 
division, the politics of fear, the politics of intolerance or hateful rhetoric. Any modern society 
does best when we understand that diversity is a source of strength, not a source of 
weakness. That the elements on which we are similar are always far greater than the 
elements on which we are diverse. And if we allow politicians to succeed by scaring people, 
we don't actually end up any safer. Fear doesnôt make us safer ð it makes us weaker."  
 
Merry Christmas and k eep up the great work on the Farsider.  
 
Dave (Bartholomew) <dave@wingsofgold.com>  
 
Iôll say this about the new Canadian Prime Minister: Agree with his politics or not, he is very 
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articulate. Merry Christmas to you and Linda as well, Dave.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 22nd  

Bill,  
 
Hillary Clinton recently stated that videos of Donald Trump are being used as recruiting tools 
by ISIS, a claim the DNC cannot prove, yet the Hillary campaign refuses to apologize. If 
people want to kno w who ISIS is really using in their propaganda videos, all they have to do 
is watch this English version of a recruiting video that was produced by ISIS.  
 
Red State <red.state@comcast.net>  
 
The VIDEO  is a little spooky, Red. Sort of makes one feel like a voyeur. (Uh, whatever that 
may feel like.)  

 
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 22nd  

Bill,  
 
I happen to agree with you regarding Trump! I just wish people would open their ey es and 
see he is not a conservative and would end up giving Hillary the race. He is for government 
health care, some gun control and other things that take him out of the conservative class, 
plus he wants to embrace Putin as an ally! It seems we are back t o 2008 where people lost 
their minds over the present disaster. I am not overly impressed by any of our candidates.  
 
My real preference would be Retired Major General Flynn if we really want someone to 
protect us and knew what he was doing. Trump is not th e man.  
 
I will also throw this in: I know some will call me a Bible Thumper or something similar, but 
until the people of this country put our GOD back into their lives and the functions of 
government, no one will make any difference! There is no allah, a nd no allah is not the same 
as our GOD! I am amazed at the stupidity of political correctness and how our own citizens 
criticize Christians; how they want to remove all that has made this country great and allow 
Satanôs religion to be entered and taught in our schools. If we continue down our present 
path we will soon be slaves.  
 

mailto:red.state@comcast.net
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I will leave it at that and wait to see what happens!  
 
Bert (Kelsey)  <cottonseed31@bendbroadband.com>  
 
It goes without saying that there are lots of people who share your views, Bert.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 23rd  

Dear Leroy & Bill,  
  
My family and I would like to wish you both a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. I would 
also like to thank you both for all you do and continue to do for  all of us. My wife and I are 
now retired from the San Diego PD, where we finished our police careers.  
  
During my time with San Jose there were many officers who helped me with my career and 
were instrumental in helping me grow from a rookie. Just a few o f the many friends I am 
eternally grateful to have known are Bill Lansdowne, Lou Cobarruviaz, Scott Seaman, Bob 
Moir, Larry Lundberg, Dave Flory, Jim Guido Sr, Jack Morris, Jay Wendling, Bruce Petersen, 
Jim Duclair and Bill Tate.  
  
My family wishes everyon e a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
  
Bob Agerbeek and Sharon Smyth <atctraffic@aol.com>  
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to the two of you as well. By now you have probably 
seen the item above about Dave Fl ory. It's sad for us to report on the passing of a friend and 
former coworker anytime, but especially on the day before Christmas. Take care, Bob and 
Sharon.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 23rd  

Bill,  
 
Caught a short news report of a fatal auto vs. ped accident at Pamlar  and Bascom last night 
where the victim was 90 -year -old Ernie Glave, a longtime former head of the Downtown 
Small Business Association and owner/operator of Ace Loan on Post   Street. Old timers will 
recall that he was a very strong supporter of military gr oups in the local parades over the 
years as well as a very vocal active of the SJPD.  
 
Bob (Moir) <Robillard1045@gmail.com>  
 
Adding to what Robillard wrote, todayôs Mercury News included a story about Ernie Glave. 
Click on the headline below to read ité. 

San Jose Jeweler Ernie Glave, 90, Hit and Killed by Truck  
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WHEN IT COMES TO SINGING AND DANCING YOU AIN'T  SEEN ANYTHING YET!  

 
We are extremely proud to introduce five more members of the PBA Singers and Dancers 
Chorus who have focused their efforts all year long to refine their moves to the difficult song 
and dance known as the MACARENA. Ladies and gents, give it up for Roy Sanfilippo, Art 
Knopf, Steve Windisch, Sr., Stan Wilson and Bob Christiansen.  

 

 

LOOKING OUT AT MY BACKYARD  
 

Dec. 17th  

Bill,  
 
This is a view at dusk looking out my backyard at the Pusch Ridge of the Santa Catalina 
mountains here in the Tucson area. On the other side is Mount Lemmon at an elevation of 
over 9100 feet and Ski Valley which is the southern most ski area in the contine ntal United 
States. Hard to think of snow and skiing in the Sonoran Desert, but it does happen.  
 
Ron (Webster)  <tucsonron1462@msn.com>  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5vZMGB2C3A&feature=youtu.be
mailto:tucsonron1462@msn.com


 
Made many a trip up to Mount Lemmon when I was stationed in Tucson back in the ó60s, but I 
never saw the nearby Santa Catalinas look like this. Thanks for sharing the pic, Ron.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 22nd  

Bill,  
 
Here's a shot from inside my garage that shows the canyon background during the summer. 
Also included are some that my wife g athered on a quick search. IMO they are unremarkable, 
with the possible exception of the fall colors on our front hill. The snow shot was taken from 
my front door. It looks N/NE over the New Mellones canyon towards Murphys and beyond.  
 
Les (Nunes)  <chevyles@yahoo.com>  
 
As a car guy like Les, I chose to include the shot from his garage in addition to two othersé  

 
 

mailto:chevyles@yahoo.com


 
 

   

 
 

NEXT UP IS THIS LIVELY RENDITION OF ñFELIZ NAVIDADò 

 
Rumor has it that Tom Mazzone, Leroy Pyle , Doug Bergtholdt, Aubrey ñBirdò Parrott and Bill 
Silva will be invited to audition for ñAmericaôs Got Talentò after THIS  performance goes 
public, which is just about now.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Arxl0fe45Xw&feature=youtu.be


 
 

THEREôS A FIRST TIME FOR EVERYTHINGé 

 
I was stunned by last Fridayôs Mercury News editorial as it was the first time I can remember 
when I agreed with what was saidé 

Fact -Averse Trump Still Getting a Pass  
 

Mercury News Editorial  

Dec. 18, 2015  

 
Donald Trump  made a blunder in Tuesdayôs GOP debate that should disqualify him as a 
presidential candidate. But heôs getting a pass for the kind of knowledge gap that has doomed 
other Republican contenders, from Gerald Ford to Rick Perry. Trump whiffed on a question 
about our nuclear arsenal, and it barely generated a ripple.  
 
We ask again: When will Republican voters cry ñEnoughò? The question was no liberal trick. It 
was right -wing radio host Hugh Hewitt who asked, ñWhatôs your priority among our nuclear 
triad?ò 
 
Trumpôs answer: ñWell, first of all, I think we need somebody absolutely that we can trust, 
who is totally responsible, who really knows what he or she is doing. That is so powerful and 
so important. é The biggest problem this world has today is not President Obama with global 
warming, which is inconceivable, this is what heôs saying. The biggest problem we have is 
nuclear. éò ð and on and on and in vague but belligerent terms.  
 
Hewitt tried again: ñOf the three legs of the triad, though, do you have a priority?ò 
 
Trumpôs response: ñI think ð I think, for me, nuclear is just the power, the devastation is very 
important to me.ò 
 
Wow. Good to know.  
 
Sen. Marco Rubio explained the nuclear triad, a common term in national security discussion, 
as ñthe ability of the United States to conduct nuclear attacks using airplanes, using missiles 
launched from silos from the ground and from our nuclear subs.ò Then he answered Hewittôs 
question intelligently.  
 
Apparently, Trumpôs supporters donôt care if he understands the basics of our nuclear 
strategy. They should. A presidentôs grasp of this is the main thing standing between us and 
nuclear disaster.  
 
Other candidates have tanked when knowledge gaps became obvious.  
 
When incumbent President Gerald Ford made his infamous ñfree Polandò blunder in a 1976 
debate with Jimmy Carter, claiming ñThere is no Soviet dominance of Eastern Europe,ò 
moderator Max Frankel of the New York Times gasped. He gave Ford a chance to clarify his 
remarks, but Ford insisted he was right. He never reco vered politically.  
 
When Sarah Palin, in her disastrous 2008 interview with Katie Couric, couldnôt name a single 



newspaper or magazine (conservative or otherwise) she read to inform her views, it marked a 
turning point in her political prospects.  
 
When Tex as Gov. Rick Perry, during a 2011 GOP debate, couldnôt remember the names of the 
three government departments he wanted to eliminate as president, the cringe -worthy 
moment crashed his candidacy.  
 
But Trump regularly appears fact -challenged on issues. In a New York Times op -ed Sunday, 
PolitiFact fact checker Angie Drobnic Holan said that of the 70 Trump statements PolitiFact 
fact -checked so far, nearly 80 percent were rated Mostly False, False or ñPants on Fire.ò 
 
As one example, during the Fox business deba te this fall, Trump called the Trans -Pacific 
Partnership trade pact a ñhorrible dealò because it was ñdesigned for China to come in as they 
always do through the back door and totally take advantage of everyone.ò China isnôt even 
part of the deal.  
 
The basis of Trumpôs popularity is apparent, if troubling. His bigotry excites voters of similar 
views. His implausible ideas, from banning Muslims from entering the country to deporting 11 
million mostly Latino immigrants here illegally, placate folks who want t o believe complex 
problems have simple solutions.  
 
But getting a pass on his ignorance of basic facts is shocking. President is not a job for know -
nothings ð particularly if the knownothing is bombastic, insulting and impulsive.  
 
While Republicans increasi ngly embrace Trump, we canôt think of a worse person to have 
control of the nuclear button.  
 
The Republican front -runner regularly shows levels of ignorance that have crashed other 
presidential bids, including then -incumbent Gerald Fordôs, but likely GOP voters donôt seem to 
care.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 
 
That Mercury News editorial makes a nice segue to this article sent in by Ivan Comelli. Using 
Donald Trumpôs vernacular, ñItôs gold!ò 

 



 

Donald Trump Really Doesnôt Want Me to Tell You This, Buté 
 

Over a long weekend on assignment for Playboy magazine, Mark Bowden  

found that behind the garish Trump facade lies only more ugliness.  
 

By Mark Bowden  

Vanity Fair ð Dec. 10, 2015  

 
I spent a long, awkward weekend with Donald Trump in November 1996, an experience I feel 
confide nt neither of us would like to repeat.  
 
He was like one of those characters in an 18th -century comedy meant to embody a particular 
flavor of human folly. Trump struck me as adolescent, hilariously ostentatious, arbitrary, 
unkind, profane, dishonest, loudly  opinionated, and consistently wrong. He remains the most 
vain man I have ever met. And he was trying to make a good impression. Who could have 
predicted that those very traits, now on prominent daily display, would turn him into the 
leading G.O.P. candida te for president of the United States?  
 
His latest outrageous edict on banning all Muslims from entering the country comes as no 
surprise to me based on the man I met nearly 20 years ago. He has no coherent political 
philosophy, so comparisons with Fascist  leaders miss the mark. He just reacts. Trump lives in 
a fantasy of perfection, with himself as its animating force.  
 
Before I met him back in 1996, I felt bad for him. Heôd had a rough 10 years. He had just 
turned 50 and wasnôt happy about it. He looked soft, from his growing jowls to the way his 
belt bit deeply into the spreading roll of his belly. As a businessman he had crashed and 
burned, rescued only by creditors who had to bail him out lest they be dragged down with 
him. His enterprises were being ru n by court -appointed managers, who had put him back on 
his financial feet mostly by investing heavily in Atlantic City, which was then on the rise.  
 
He had insulated himself from failure with bluster. In public he was still The Donald ðstill rich, 
still wor king hard at being a symbol of excess. I was working on a profile of him for Playboy, 
which was his kind of magazine. He considered himself the magazineôs beau ideal, and was 
inordinately proud of having been featured on the magazineôs cover some years before. His 
then wife, Marla Maples, told him, sardonically, that he ought to buy the magazine: ñYou 
bought the Miss Universe Pageant; itôs right up your alley.ò He must have figured it was a safe 
bet to agree to cooperate for my story. But well before I left  him, we both knew he probably 
wouldnôt like the final product. 
 
I was prepared to like him as I boarded his black 727 at La Guardia for the flight to Mar -a-
Lago, his Florida home ðprepared to discover that his over -the -top public persona was a 
clever pose.  That underneath was an ironic wit, an ordinary but clever guy. But no. With 
Trump, what you see is what you get. His behavior was cringe -worthy. He showed off the 
gilded interior of his plane ðcalling me over to inspect a Renoir on its walls, beckoning me to 
lean in closely to see . . . what? The luminosity of the brush strokes? The masterly use of 
color? No. The signature. ñWorth $10 million,ò he told me. Time after time the stories he told 
me didnôt check out, from Michael Jacksonôs romantic weekend at Mar-a-Lago with his then 
wife Lisa Marie Presley (they stayed at opposite ends of the estate) to the rug in one bedroom 
he said was designed by Walt Disney when he was 18 (it wasnôt) to the strength of his 
marriage to Maples (they would split months later).  



 
 
It was hard to watch the way he treated those around him, issuing peremptory orders ð
ñPolish this, Tony. Today.ò He met with the lady who selected his drapery for the Florida 
estate ðñThe best! The best! Sheôs a genius!òðwho had selected a sampling of fab rics for him 
to choose from, all different shades of gold. He left the choice to her, saying only, ñI want it 
really rich. Rich, rich, elegant, incredible.ò Then, ñDonôt disappoint me.ò It was a pattern. 
Trump did not make decisions. He surrounded himself with ñgeniusesò and delegated. So long 
as you did not ñdisappointò himðand it was never clear how to avoid doing so ðyou were 
gold.  
 
What was clear was how fast and far one could fall from favor. The trip from ñgeniusò to 
ñidiotò was a flash. The former pilots who flew his plane were geniuses, until they made one 
too many bumpy landings and became ñfucking idiots.ò The gold carpeting selected in his 
absence for the locker rooms in the spa at Mar -a-Lago? ñWhat kind of fucking idiot . . . ?ò I 
watched as Trump  strutted around the beautifully groomed clay tennis courts on his estate, 
managed by noted tennis pro Anthony Boulle. The courts had been prepped meticulously for a 
full day of scheduled matches. Trump took exception to the design of the spaces between 
courts. In particular, he didnôt like a small metal boxða pump and cooler for the water 
fountain alongside ðwhich he thought looked ugly. He first questioned its placement, then 
crudely disparaged it, then kicked the box, which didnôt budge, and then stoopedðred -faced 
and fuming ðto tear it loose from its moorings, rupturing a water line and sending a geyser to 
soak the courts. Boulle looked horrified, a weekend of tennis abruptly drowned. Catching a 
glimpse of me watching, Trump grimaced.  
 
ñI guess thatôll have to be in your story,ò he said. 
 
ñPretty much,ò I told him. 
 
This apparently worried him, because on the flight home a day later he had a proposition.  
 
ñIôm looking for somebody to write my next book,ò he told me. 
 



I told him that I would not be interest ed.  
 
ñWhy not?ò he asked. ñAll my books become best-sellers.ò 
 
The import was clear. There was money in it for me. Trump remains the only person I have 
ever written about who tried to bribe me.  
 
As Iôve watched his improbable political rise, it is clear that he hasnôt changed. The very 
things that made him so unappealing apparently now translate into wide popular support. 
Apart from the comical ego, the errors, and the self -serving bluster, what you get from Trump 
are commonplace ideas pronounced as receive d wisdom. Begin registering all Muslims in 
America? Round up the families of suspected terrorists? Ban all Muslims from entering the 
country? Carpet -bomb ISIS -held territories in Iraq (killing the 98 -plus percent of civilians 
who are, in effect, being held  hostage there by the terror group and turning a war against a 
tiny fraction of the worldôs Muslims into a global religious crusade)? Using nuclear weapons? 
The ideas that pop into his head are the same ones that occur to any teenager angry about 
terror at tacks. They appeal to anyone who canôt be bothered to think them throughðcanôt be 
bothered to ask not just the moral questions but the all - important practical one: Will doing 
this makes things better or worse? When you believe in your own genius, you donôt question 
your own flashes of inspiration.  
 
I got a call from his office some days after my profile of him appeared in the May 1997 issue 
of Playboy. I had already heard how heôd blown his stack to Christie Hefner. I was traveling at 
the time, working on m y book Black Hawk Down. The call came to me in a motel room in 
Colorado, from his trusty assistant, the late Norma Foerderer.  
 
ñMr. Trump would like to talk to you,ò she said. 
 
I waited, sitting on the edge of the bed, bracing myself.  
 
Foerderer came back on the line. She said:  
 
ñHeôs too livid to speak.ò 
 

WHAT IF ñRAPò WAS POPULAR BACK IN THE FIFTIES? 

 
Thatôs the theme of this performance by Tom Macris, Veronica Damon, Carm Grande, Mike 
Fehr and Bill Leavy. And what a performance it is. Did you have a Red Ryder BB Gun? Stick 
your TONGUE on a frozen light pole? Did your Dad have a leg lamp?  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3nF48i07gg&feature=youtu.be


 

 

ALMOST AS IMPORTANT AS OUR PENSIONS ARE OUR HEALTH CARE PLANS  

 
Former POA President Jim Unland felt this item from the Washington Post was of sufficient 
importance to pass alongé 

Congress to Delay ACAôs óCadillacô Tax on Pricey Health Plans Until 2020 
 

By Amy Goldstein  

Washington Post ð Dec. 16, 2015  

 
A decision by Congress to defer a new tax  on expensive employer health plans would cost the 
government an estimated $9 billion and have a potent symbolic effect as the first major 
change that lawmakers have made to the Affordable Care Act since its passage.  
 
The two -year postponement in what has been dubbed the ñCadillac tax,ò because it applies to 
high -priced insurance, is the most significant of three changes to ACA taxes that are woven 
into a sprawling budget package on which the House and Senate are preparing to vote within 
the next few days.  
 
The legislation would suspend temporarily both of the other taxes, which already have begun. 
It would lift for two years a tax on medical devices and create a one -year moratorium in 2017 
on a tax levied on all private health insurance. These elements are victories for parts of the 
health insurance industry that had coalesced to help pass the ACA in 2010. Since then, they 
have been trying to reverse some provisions that are onerous for them and that they say 
ultimately burden consumers.  
 
Delaying the start of the Cadillac tax is widely regarded as the most important move because 
of the political dynamic that led to its inclusion in the deal and its potential impact on the U.S. 
health care system.  
 
The White House opposes any repeal of this tax. Press secreta ry Josh Earnest reiterated that 
stance on Wednesday but said a two -year wait delay in its start would be ñmeager.ò 
Meanwhile, some leading opponents of the tax said they would continue to press for it to be 
rescinded altogether.  
 
A video of House Speaker P aul Ryan addressed this issue is embedded in the WAPO article. 
Click HERE to access it.  

 
 
The tax, currently scheduled to start in 2018, is intended to rein in high -priced insurance 
policies offered through employers by placing a 40 percent tax on the portion of benefits 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/cadillac-tax-and-two-other-aca-taxes-part-of-budget-deal-on-hill/2015/12/16/e2b01ff8-a365-11e5-ad3f-991ce3374e23_story.html


exceeding certain price thresholds. Under the new agreement, the tax would be postponed 
until 2020.  
 
For a law that has stoked acrid partisanship before its enactment five years ago and ever 
since, dislike of the Cadillac tax stands out as a rare point of agreement between Republicans 
and many Democra ts ð though their reasons differ. GOP lawmakers are eager to kill the tax 
as part of their overall disdain for the health -care law and their preference for lower taxes in 
general. The Democrats opposing the tax are sympathetic to major labor unions, who ha ve 
been striving to eliminate it because some members have generous health benefits that they 
fear would be weakened.  
 
According to a recent analysis by the Kaiser Family Foundation, about 1 in 4 employers can be 
expected to offer health plans in 2018 tha t are expensive enough to be affected by the 
Cadillac tax. After that, the taxôs reach will expand quickly, because it is tied to the rate of 
inflation and insurance premiums have been growing more rapidly than that rate ð meaning 
that more and more health  plans will be ensnared as time goes on.  
 
The analysis shows that 30 percent of employers will be affected by the tax by 2023 and 42 
percent five years after that, if their health plans remain unchanged and health costs continue 
upward at the same pace.  
 
For this reason, deferring the tax for two years alone ñhas very minimal effect on the law, on 
revenues and health care costs,ò said Larry Levitt, a senior vice president at Kaiser. 
 
The congressional Joint Committee on Taxation has estimated that the tax w ill bring in $2.2 
billion in 2018 and $7.2 billion in 2019. Its revenue would balloon after that, totaling an 
estimated $91 billion by 2025.  
 
Peter Orszag, an economist who was Obamaôs first director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, said in an inter view that ñthe big concern with delay is, itôs not a delay, it becomes a 
rolling permanent deferral.ò And that, he said, would undermine an essential ñpillarò of the 
law: the goal of slowing the rise in health -care spending.  
 
To avoid the tax, Orszag said,  employers would have a strong incentive to seek out lower -
price health plans that in turn control their own costs by relying on more efficient hospitals, 
doctors and other providers of care.  
 
Yet Tom Leibfried, a health -care lobbyist for the AFL -CIO, said  ñwe donôt buy the logicò that 
the taxôs ripple effect would drive down costs. Employers, he said, already have been eager to 
lower their expenditures on employee benefits, but that has not led to major reductions in 
health -care prices.  
 
ñIncreasing the workersô painò through skimpier health plans ñis not the best way to target 
that problem,ò Leibfried said. 
 
 Even with the Cadillac tax postponed until 2020, companies would still cut benefits in 
anticipation of it. For that reason, he said, ñWe expect that means we are going to work to 
repeal the tax fully.ò 
 
All three Democrats who are running for president have embraced the idea of repealing the 
Cadillac tax, not just deferring it. The Republicans favor abolishing the ACA.  
 



The Obama administration has mad e several changes as the ACA has been implemented since 
2010 ð among them, delaying requirements that many employers offer health benefits to 
workers and allowing consumers to temporarily keep health plans that did not include all the 
ñessential benefitsò defined under the law.  
 
Despite more than 50 votes by the Republican -led House to repeal the law, Congress has 
adopted just one change, cutting a requirement that large employers automatically enroll in 
health plans workers who do not sign up on their own.  
 
Read more HERE. 
 

AND FINALLY, WE CANôT OVERLOOK A DISCO CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION BY THESE STARSé 

 
Thatôs right. In the spirit of John Travoltaôs performance in "Saturday Night Fever" the 
remaining members of the PBA Singers and Dancers Chorus take us back to the Disco era of 
the ó70s. WATCH the wild and crazy feet of Rodger Cripe, Bob Brahm, Chuck Blackmore, Dave 
Wysuph and Terry ñThe Greekò Moudakas. 

 
 
 

THE BEST OF THE LATE NITE JOKES  
 

Dec. 16 ð 18  
 

 
 
Dec. 16: Last night was the fifth Republican debate, and at one point Donald Trump was 
interrupted by a heckler yelling at him from offstage. Then the moderators said, "You'll have 
more than enough time to speak at your next debate, Hillary."  
 
With Christmas around the corner it seems like everyone is going to parties. I heard that this 
week Beyoncé went to a Christmas party here in New York dressed as a Christmas tree. Or as 
the Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree put it, ñGreat ð now I look fat.ò 
 
Scientists are saying that an asteroid over a mile wide is goi ng to pass by Earth on Christmas 
Eve, but they say it PROBABLY won't hit the Earth. Then the scientists were like, ñAnyway, 
happy holidays, everyone!ò 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/why-even-gop-led-states-are-keeping-a-key-part-of-affordable-care-act/2015/11/05/4619a7d0-7da0-11e5-b575-d8dcfedb4ea1_story.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-t57d3r8VE&feature=youtu.be


Dec. 17: Tonight was the opening of ñStar Wars: The Force Awakens.ò And in an interview at 
this weekôs premiere, one of its stars, Oscar Isaac said he would leave Earth forever if he 
could take a family member. Or as most people call that, ñDefeating the purpose of leaving 
Earth.ò 
 
A new national poll found that Hillary Clinton is now more than 30 points ahe ad of Bernie 
Sanders among Democratic voters. I don't want to say Hillary is overconfident, but at her last 
rally, she just stood behind the podium and drank champagne. ñI got this.ò 
 
Happy Birthday to Pope Francis, who turned 79 years old today. People as ked if he wished for 
world peace when he blew out his candles, and the Pope said, ñNope ð a hoverboard!ò Very 
hard to get.  
 
Hereôs some good news for parents. A new survey just came out that says teens in the U.S. 
are now less likely to drink, smoke or use  drugs. Though it's important to consider the study's 
margin of error: the fact that no teen is going to tell you they're drinking, smoking or doing 
drugs.  
 
Dec. 18: We are just one week away from Christmas. Which means today is that special day 
when husba nds tell their wives, "I give up. Just tell me what you want."  
 
Tomorrow is the third Democratic presidential debate. Experts say Hillary Clinton needs to 
hold on to her lead. Bernie Sanders needs to try to catch up. And martin O'Malley will be 
there.  
 
The Department of Health announced it's extending the enrollment period for Obamacare to 
January 1st. What better time to sign up for Obamacare than the day we all lie to ourselves 
about being healthier.  
 
Facebook launched its year in review feature, which br ings up some of your top Facebook 
photos from the past year. It should be a huge improvement over its original name, parade of 
regrets.  

 
 
Dec. 16: A new poll came out and it found that, of all the Republican candidates, people think 
Donald Trump would mak e the best Santa Claus. In response, Chris Christie said, "Oh COME 
ON, what do I gotta do?"  
 
Last night, the GOP debate took place in Las Vegas. CNN said the Republicans chose that 
location because "nothing says fiscal responsibility and wise choices like Las Vegas."  
 
Target has stopped selling hoverboards after reports that they catch fire. Meanwhile at 
Costco, theyôre selling them as the "George Foreman Grill on Wheels." 
 
At a Donald Trump rally the other night, a supporter shouted out the Nazi salute "Si eg Heil!" 
Trump immediately responded, "There is no place for that here ð save it for my 
inauguration."  
 



In Florida, a 98 -year -old man shot a hole - in -one. The 98 -year -old was shocked, mostly 
because he had no idea he was playing golf.  

 
 
Dec. 16: There's a  new Internet start -up called Swanluv that will give you $10,000 to help pay 
for your wedding. However, if you get divorced, you must pay the money back, plus interest. 
What better way to start your life together than with the threat of financial ruin hang ing over 
your head.  
 
Some people think these guys prey on tragedy, but the company also offers marriage 
counseling. So let me get this straight: The company that makes money from that couple 
breaking up will be offering up advice to save that couple's marr iage. Why do I get the feeling 
every counseling session will just be: ñI think she is cheating on you, man.ò 
 
I think this company is underestimating a couple's ability to stay in a terrible relationship. I 
once didn't break up with a woman for two years b ecause she owned a washer/dryer combo.  
 
A man in Houston, Texas, is in some hot water after shutting down traffic on one of the 
busiest freeways in the United States so he could propose to his girlfriend. If you think that's 
inconvenient, their wedding wil l take place on the day before Thanksgiving in the security 
checkpoint line at the airport.  
 
The proposal was actually very sweet. The man was like, "Michelle, from the moment I met 
you I knew that we would ð Dodge Caravan!ò People on that freeway knew there was a 
proposal coming because their GPS was like, "In a quarter of a mile, prepare to throw up in 
your mouth a little."  

 
 
Dec 16: The fifth Republican debate was the third most -watched primary debate ever ð 18 
million viewers tuned in. More people watc hed the debate than the season finale of "The 
Voice." Maybe Carly Fiorina is the new Gwen Stefani.  
 
Ted Cruz said he would carpet bomb ISIS until the sand glowed. When it was pointed out ISIS 
was centered in a city with a major population, he said carpet b ombs should only target ISIS, 
which means Ted Cruz has invented a carpet bomb that only kills the bad guys, which is 
remarkable. I don't know why we didn't think of that before.  
 
Ted Cruz has been moving up in the polls but still is only the fourth most po pular cruise 
behind Tom, Penelope, and Carnival.  
 
Dr. Ben Carson began with a moment of silence, then continued the debate with many, many 
more moments of silence. Although he may have been taking a power nap.  
 
Dec. 17: We're so close to Christmas. You rem ember Christmas? That thing people used to get 
excited about before "Star Wars" came back?  
 



There will be a full moon on Christmas this year. The last time that happened was in 1977, 
which is also the year the first "Star Wars" movie came out.  
 
Christmas i s that magical time of the year when we're forced to spend money we don't want 
to spend to travel to places we don't want to go to see the people we really don't want to see.  

 
 
Dec. 16: Donald Trump said last night that despite calling Ted Cruz a ñmaniac,ò he has since 
learned that Cruz has a ñwonderful temperament.ò And if Donald Trump thinks you have a 
ñwonderful temperament,ò youôre probably a maniac. 
 
According to a new poll, Newark Liberty is the countryôs least favorite airport. But only 
because LaGu ardia is technically classified as a prison.  
 
A London architect has come up with a concept for a floating hotel that is self -sustaining and 
could potentially move around the world. Great job, architect. You just invented the cruise 
ship.  
 
Dec. 17: Martin Shkreli, the pharmaceutical CEO who once tried to raise the price of an HIV 
medication by 5,000 percent, has been arrested on securities fraud charges. Itôs also the first 
time the FBI has used someoneôs face as evidence. 
 
Warren Buffett yesterday joined H illary Clinton at a rally and tried to drum up support for a 
tax increase on people making over $1 million a year. Chris Christie also showed up and 
reportedly said ñohhhh, Buffetté" 

 
 
Dec. 16: A new study shows that elected leaders don't live as long as their defeated 
opponents. So if there's a candidate you really don't like, vote for them.  
 
Last night was yet another Republican debate. CNN's GOP -alooza went down in Las Vegas at 
the most American possible venue, the Venetian hotel and casino. The debate took place on 
the stage where "Phantom of the Opera" played for over six years. Which explains Wolf 
Blitzer's outfit.  
 
Holding the debate in Las Vegas makes total sense. The stakes are high. There's a lot of 
money riding on long shots. Most people are bett ing it all on red, or really orange.  
 
CNN did everything they could to keep us tuned in for as much of the evening as possible by 
keeping the start time as vague as possible. They even had a countdown clock for four days 
ticking down to the big event, but when it hit zero, it just changed to, "Moments away."  
 
Dec. 18: We are only a week away from Christmas. This is the time when we really begin to 
cherish our family and friends by rushing out to CVS to buy gift cards, and finding the only 
ones left are for Subway and Dick's Sporting Goods.  
 



Merry Christmas, Nana! Enjoy your $5 footlong as you browse through warm -up pants.  
 
I've done none of my Christmas shopping. I hope my family likes "Star Wars" ticket stubs and 
empty Junior Mints boxes.  
 
According to the Wall Street Journal, people in China aren't that familiar with the "Star Wars" 
movies. Though they might be familiar with some of the toys. Spoiler alert. The elves don't 
make them!  
 
 

WEEKLY SNOPES URBAN LEGEND UPDATE  
 

 
 

Click HERE for the most current update.  
 

 

 

 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Retired Capt. Tom Brewer was impressed with this music video that was posted on the San 
Jose copsô Facebook page earlier this week, and we can see why. It TRASHES the ñHands Up 
Donôt Shootò movement that became a national chant a few months ago. (3:35) 

 
 

http://www.snopes.com/category/snopes/facts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I80vVBMW1h4


 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Have you ever heard of a musical group that calls itself ñWalk Off The Earth?ò Neither have 
we, but we ôll give them two thumbs-up for THEIR  rendition of Feliz Navidad. The on -stage 
personality of the guy on the right with the mask is, uh, over the top. Check him out. (3:06)  

 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 
 
Anyone besides me feel like reliving what is arguably the finest, most historic play in the 
history of the Niners? Clicking HERE will take you back to that game which turned out to be 
the birth of the ñ49ersô Dynasty.ò (3:26) 

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
This will explain why you should think twice before you INVITE  a mob of people over to your 
home for a holiday dinner party. (2:31)  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzV_UCQFY6w&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14CKs0rY0jE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TX9EAavxrus


 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Itôs that time of the year when we treat you to a white Christmas at home by suggesting that 
you type in your full address on this site. Itôs perfectly safe as this is the third year it has 
circulated through Cyberspace with no complaints or warnings from legitimate sites that 
warn the public of such things. Besides, Google already has your personal home address 
information, which is what THIS  site is based on. Yes, those are my digs belowé 

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Pop Quiz: Do baby Polar Bears dream? Silly question. CHECK out this little 5 -week -old, 4 -
pound furry critter. (1:16)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Look, up in the sky. Itôs a bird. Itôs a plane. No, itôs SUPER Collie. And it is a name that is well 
deserved. (2:08)  

 
 

http://pusher.com.au/clients/pusher-christmas-2012/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UioNzGntBag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1KTnNk3G6Qg


 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Despite it being a couple of years old, Don Hale found and sent in this HONDA  ñHandsò ad we 
havenôt seen before. Trust us when we say itôs cleverly done. (1:55) 

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
From Marcia Morton comes this classic Johnny Carson moment that I personally recall seeing 
live. (Has it really been 30 years?)  
 
On Dec . 19, 1985, David Tolley was just another guy in the Tonight Show studio audience 
when Johnny Carson said, "Horatio Gutierrez (a classical pianist) couldn't come tonight 
because he accidentally shut his hand in a car door and didn't want to chance playing the 
Tonight Show. Can anybody here play the piano?" David volunteered and played "Memory" 
(from the Cats musical). The next day he got tons of phone calls ð everything from playing on 
cruise ships to acting in movies. You just NEVER know when life is going to swing your way. 
(5:06)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Most everyone reading this is aware that Gomer Pyle was a helluva  singer, regardless of what 
name he went by. When he sang ñBack Home in Indianaò as a prelude to the annual 
Indianapolis 500 race for several years, the country knew him by his real name, Jim Nabors. 
In this dramatic excerpt from ñGomer Pyle, USMC,ò the former television star gives an 
excellent rendition of ñThe Impossible Dream.ò Sit back and enjoy one of the finest voices the 
country every PRODUCED. (Nabors is 85 and still alive.) (8:08)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dxy4n0UT82o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=53&v=IikaDKvC1as
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJlgio-UOng


 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Mike Thompson says he fact -checked this story and was surprised to find that it 
was...well...what do you think?  
 
After having dug to a depth of 10 feet last year, New York archaeologists found traces of 
copper wire dating back 100 years and came to t he conclusion that their ancestors already 
had a telephone network more than 100 years ago.  
 
Not to be outdone by the New Yorkers, in the weeks that followed, a California archaeologist 
dug to a depth of 20 feet, and shortly after, a story in the LA Times read: " California 
archaeologists, finding traces of 200 year old copper wire, have concluded that their 
ancestors already had an advanced high -tech communications network 100 years earlier than 
the New Yorkers."  
 
One week later, The   Plain Dealer, a local  newspaper in Cleveland, Ohio, reported the 
following: "After digging as deep as 30 feet in his back yard in the Flats, Stosh 'The Polish 
Excavator' Opaczynski, a self - taught archaeologist, reported that he found absolutely 
nothing. Stosh has therefore con cluded that 300 years ago, Ohio had already gone wireless." 
Sure makes one proud to be from Cleveland, Ohio, eh?  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Despite the fact that it has a good dance beat, weôre going to guess that this Aussie ditty is 
NOT on the top ten of the Middle East Hit Parade. (2:42)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZZlo0WZ_iU


If Donald Trump spoke with a British accent would that make him more LIKEABLE  or 
credible? We report, you decide. (0:52)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Question: If you have a chain saw and/or KNOW  how to use one, can you do this? (2:21)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Place your bet on who wins: the Eagle or the Goat. No fair WAITING  to the end. That would be 
cheating. (1:44)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
On a topic with a theme somewhat similar to the Eagle vs. Goat item above, weôre not 
surprised that PETA has threatened to burn down ñLumpyò Lundbergôs house because of the 
big game hunterôs Christmas decorationé 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vxrA_NU-jE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2a1QISYNGHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WroMlDqTRs


 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Want to know what itôs like to pay $32,000 to fly from New York to Abu Dhabi? Thatôs what 
this guy did, and heôd love to tell you about the experience. Be aware, however, that if you 
choose to watch this 4 -minute video, you may find yourself tempted to VOTE for Bernie 
Sanders. (4:04)  

 
 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2d_XiJHmdI

