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FIRST THINGS FIRST...  

 
Before you begin scrolling to see if something catches your eye that causes you to put on the 
brakes, consider taking a couple of minutes to get in the holiday mood by watching this 
CHRISTMAS  stor y that was posted a few weeks ago. Sure, it was produced by Coca -Cola, but 
if it makes you feel good, so what?  

 
 
 

POA OPEN HOUSE ñTODAYò ð FROM 4:00 TO 10:00 PM  
 

 

mailto:bilmat@comcast.net
mailto:leroypyle@sjpba.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOPhBWlF5bo


 
Please be sure to stop by our annual Open House today (Thursday) from 4pm -10pm for some 
great food, drinks, and company.  
 
The drawing for the Michael Johnson Fund Safe (and many other prizes) will take place at the 
Open House at 8:00 pm. Raffle tickets will be on sale until that time.  
 
We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

 



SJPOA NEWS 
 

 
 
POA Vice President James Gonzales authored th e following guest editorial that the Mercury 
News published in yesterdayôs Op/Ed page. It challenges the Cityôs decision to give back the 
armored vehicle that was provided by the Feds a few months agoé 

Armored Vehicles for Police in Age of Terrorism  
 

By Ja mes Gonzales  

 
Sometimes a jerk of the knee allows leaders to avoid unpleasant discussions over 
controversial topics. But if avoiding these topics results in putting police officers and the 
public in harmôs way, then that knee-jerk reaction can cost lives.  
 
Itôs time for a re-examination of the use of militarized vehicles by law enforcement agencies 
and the costs of putting political correctness above public safety.  
 
In the aftermath of Ferguson, Missouri, when officials deployed armored vehicles to quell 
ri oting and keep responding officers and the public safe, politicians and police chiefs, feeling 
the heat from media images of militarized vehicles on Americaôs streets, disavowed their use. 
San Joseôs top cop was among them, and he returned an armored vehicle donated by the 
federal government.  
 
But now, in the wake of the massacres in Paris and in San Bernardino, itôs time for a 
substantive discussion on the appropriate use of armored vehicles.  
 
Law enforcement faces a militarized foe. The proliferation of a ssault weapons, suicide vests 
and explosives in the hands of those intent on killing and maiming innocent people demands 
that law enforcement be equipped with the necessary tools to protect themselves and the 
public.  
 
Explosives like those possessed by the  San Bernardino killers, and military or even large 
caliber civilian rifles require a higher level of protection than what most police armored 
vehicles provide. Some fear the concept of ñmilitarizingò our police. Their arguments deserve 
to be heard, but no  one protests the use of armored vehicles on a daily basis to protect bank 
deposits. Why the outcry over police using armored vehicles in an emergency?  
 
An honest dialogue with the community about how and when an armored vehicle would be 
deployed should oc cur. Explaining what an armored vehicle is and why it is necessary to 
protect the public and police in an emergency is important. San Jose shouldnôt reject this 
lifesaving apparatus because those in charge are unwilling to do the hard work of engaging 
the community.  
 
When the San Jose bomb squad obtained a drone to assist its efforts, the department 
engaged the community to address their concerns. The department explained how the drone 
would be deployed, and a considerable amount of outreach was performed t o craft a policy 
that reassured the community that the drone was not a surveillance device.  



 
Today we have such a policy, and officers being sent to dismantle explosives have another 
tool to make sure everyone gets home safe. This process should be replica ted for armored 
vehicles.  
 
Concerns about the ñmilitarizationò of law enforcement should focus on issues such as de-
escalation tactics, training, supervision and community engagement.  
 
These issues are being addressed with the revival of community policing  after a decade of 
cuts to the size of police departments around the country. Having adequate numbers of police 
officers ensures the ability to engage in thoughtful community policing rather than just 
jumping from one 911 call to the next.  
 
Police respondi ng to mass killings are too often outgunned. Keeping America safe today will 
require having enough police to combat these assailants as well as having thoughtful 
dialogues with our communities about police tactics. It will demand that police leaders and 
po liticians provide first responders with the necessary equipment to respond to mass killings 
and protect officers from the military -style weaponry they confront, even if that equipment 
looks scary.  
 
We know more cowardly terrorist attacks will come. Hopeful ly so will a more thoughtful 
approach to deciding how well equipped our police will be in responding to them.  
 
Melding the role of guardian and warrior has always been the charge of police. That role has 
become more difficult as police at home now face mil itary -style attacks.  
 
James Gonzales is vice president of the San Jose Police Officers Association. He wrote this for 
this newspaper.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Todayôs Mercury News included a letter to the editor by a Santa Clara resident who takes 
issue with the POA V ice Presidenté 

Letôs Not Turn Police Into a Military Force 

 
James Gonzales is way off the mark when he advocates armored vehicles for the police 
(Opinion, Dec. 16). Terrorism is a now a label put on just about any act that involves a firearm 
and attempted or actual injury or death. What happened to law enforcementôs mantra of 
ñprotect and serveò? It has become more one of pursue and kill. 
 
Despite the presence of crime in the United States, this country is not a war zon e justifying 
military armament and equipment. Police are not fighting an enemy armed with RPGs and 
IEDs. Arm them as the military and they will act like the military against citizens.  
 
Randall Fullner  
Santa Clara  

PENSION NEWS  
 



California Pension Overhaul A dvocates Move Forward After Kamala Harris Issues Analyses  
 

By Jon Ortiz <jortiz@sacbee.com>  

Sacramento Bee ð Dec. 20, 2015  

 
California moved one step closer to a public retirement fight after the state issued offic ial 
summaries for two pension -change ballot proposals on Thursday ï and for the first time 
neither labor unions nor the measuresô proponents griped that the language was politically 
slanted or inaccurate.  
 
ñItôs not the most positive way to describe the initiative,ò said Chuck Reed, the former San 
Jose mayor who is backing the proposal, ñbut a least it meets the legal requirement to be 
accurate.ò 
 
Union spokesman Steve Maviglio said his clients wouldnôt criticize the language, but predicted 
that if a measur e reaches the November 2016 ballot, ñWeôll throw the kitchen sink at it.ò 

 
 

San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed meets the press to talk about his  

failed effort to put a public pension reform measure on the  

ballot at the Sacramento Press Club Thursday April 3, 2014.  

 
One proposal would put state and local employees who first join a public pension system on 
Jan. 1, 2019, or later into 401(k) -style retirement savings plans that guarantee fixed 
contributions from employers instead of guaranteed retirement payments by government 
agencies.  
 
The second plan would cap the amount of money government employers could pay for new 
hiresô retirement benefits to a certain percentage of their salary. For most new employees, 
employers could contribute no more than 11 percent of wages, or a maximum of 13 percent 
for police, firefighters and other pu blic safety workers.  
 
Voters could override the downgraded benefits or the cost caps at the ballot box.  
 

mailto:jortiz@sacbee.com


Harrisô title and summary of the measures are key, since thatôs the language that voters see 
during a signature collection campaign. Reed must gather 5 85,407 signatures from registered 
voters to put either measure on the ballot.  
 
Reed and pension -change proponents before him have disagreed with the words that Harris, 
a Democrat running for U.S. Senate, has used to describe their measures. Prior titles an d 
summaries have called out the impact of the proposals on ñteachers, nurses, and peace 
officers,ò whose jobs are held in high esteem by voters. 
 
Those prior descriptions also said the proposals would alter vested benefits for current 
employees, which unio n polling showed was anathema to voters.  
 
Reed sued Harris over the title and summary assigned to his 2014 measure, but an appellate 
court dismissed the case as moot last summer.  
 
This time, Harrisô new titles and summaries donôt name specific job classes. Instead, they say 
Reedôs proposals amend the state constitution ñto impose restrictions on pension and retiree 
health care benefits for new public employees, including those working in K -12 schools, 
higher education, hospitals and police protection.ò 
 
Thereôs no mention of changing vested benefits since the measures were written to 
unambiguously affect future hires and leave current employees untouched.  
 
Now Reedôs attention will turn to quickly polling voter response to both measures, he said, 
looking for  one with at least 60 percent support, a margin, he says, that can withstand 
erosion that will occur in a heated campaign.  
 
He will then peddle the one with the highest favorable numbers to potential donors. He 
estimates heôll need roughly $2 million to $3 million for a three -month signature collection 
effort.  
 
Assuming the measure qualifies, Reed said he figures ñweôre in the ballpark of $25 million to 
run a statewide campaign.ò 

Read more  HERE 
 

THE TRIALS & TRIBULATIONS OF SAN JOSE AND THE SJPD  
 

Remembering Officer Michael Johnson ð Council Gives OK for Highway 87 Memorial  
 

ðJohnson, a 14 -year veteran of SJPD, died in the line of duty ð 
 

By Ramona Giwargis <rgiwargis@mercurynews.com>  

Mercury News ð Dec. 16, 2015  

 
SAN JOSE ð When fallen police Officer Michael Johnson was 15 years old, he rode his bike 
along an unpaved Highway 87 ð still under construction in the early 1990s ð with his 
mother. It was the same blue bike he used as a paperboy for the Mercury News.  
 
ñWeôd sneak in there and hope we didnôt get caught,ò his mother Katherine Decker recalled in 
an interview. ñWe would ride our bikes out there every chance we got. It was just a 
wonderful experience with my son.ò 

http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/the-state-worker/article49033965.html#storylink=cpy
mailto:rgiwargis@mercurynews.com


 
 
On Tuesday, the City Council approved installing two memorial signs along Highway 87 in 
memory of Johnson, who was killed in the line of duty nine months ago. Johnson was fatally 
shot March 2 4 while responding to a 911 call involving a suicidal man. ñI think about him all 
the time,ò Decker, 59, said. ñI still donôt really want to believe heôs gone.ò 
 
When police officials asked Decker which street or roadway she would like dedicated to her 
son , she immediately thought of the freeway. But that involved red tape with various state 
agencies.  
 
State Assemblywoman Nora Campos, D -San Jose, stepped in to introduce a resolution to 
designate a portion of Highway 87 as the ñSan Jose Police Officer Michael Johnson Memorial 
Highway.ò The Legislature approved the resolution in September. 
 
ñDuring 14 years of service, (Johnson) became a vital part of his unit and an example of what 
an officer would strive to be,ò Campos said during the council meeting Tuesday. ñThese signs 
will serve as a reminder of his service and sacrifice to our city.ò 
 
The two signs, one on north Highway 87 at the Capitol Expressway off ramp and another on 
south Highway 87 near the 280 interchange, will cost $6,000. The police department will 
absorb the costs.  
 
ñI know this will mean a lot to Mikeôs family, his friends and all the officers that take that 
route and will see this sign,ò said Councilman Raul Peralez, a former police officer. 
 
The approval of the signs comes three months befor e the anniversary of Johnsonôs death and 
11 days after what would have been his 39th birthday.  
 
Decker says she hopes those who see the sign will remember Johnson as a ñhumble personò 
and to respect the sacrifice made every day by police officers.  
 

MAIL C ALL 
 

 
 

Dec. 10th  

Bill:  
 



Just a quick comment on the article describing the motion to exempt retired L.A. Police 
Officers from the 10 round ordinance. I was struck by the comment from the spo keswoman of 
the Women Against Gun Violence. She said they wanted evidence that the exemption would 
in fact enhance public safety.  
 
Well, I'm still waiting for evidence that restricting firearms to 10 rounds enhances public 
safety. I've seen a ton of opinio ns but no empirical evidence based on solid research that 
restricting magazines to 10 rounds does anything to improve public safety. It does succeed, 
however, in creating instant criminals of law abiding citizens. Oh, in view of my former (law) 
profession,  it does provide work for starving criminal defense lawyers.  
 
Happy Christmas to you.  
 
Phil (Norton)  <ponorton2008@gmail.com>  
 
And to you, Phil. We all need to keep up the good fight and not get beaten down by the far 
left, which isnôt easy living in what is arguably the bluest state in the nation. 
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 10th  

Bill,  
 
Thanks for posting Phil's (Norton)  message on the Doolittle raid. It was especially meaningful 
to me as my Father was there, probably on the hanger deck working on the F4F Wildcats of 
VF-8.  
 
The Hornet participated in the Battle of Midway and was the last fleet carrier sunk by enemy 
action. The President didn't want the enemy to know that they had sunk the ship that carried 
out the Doolittl e raid, so a brand new fleet carrier that was just being completed was named 
the Hornet CV12. It was originally going to be named the Kearsarge.  
 
The new Hornet CV12 also saw action and, as you know, is now a floating museum docked in 
Alameda.  
 
My father t old my brother and I that while he was helping clear one of two Zeros that crashed 
into them, he and others discovered that the dead pilot was a woman.  
 
Jim (Silvers)  <jimsilvers@silversmail.com>  
 
I was awa re that there were two Hornets, Jim, but I had never heard there were female 
Japanese fighter pilots. Very interesting.  

mailto:ponorton2008@gmail.com
mailto:jimsilvers@silversmail.com


 
 

The Hornet CV12 in Alameda is open to tours  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 12th  

Bill  
 
First of all, thanks for all you do and all the efforts you put into making this one of the great 
publications on the American scene. Christmas time often brings back memories. Sue was 
looking at some of her flying memories when United was flying troops to Iraq and Pakistan, 
and I thought these pics were worth sending in. I was no t happy with her flying into these 
dumps, but hey, some women you donôt argue with. Sue was happy. She got to hug 283 
"sons" as they left the 747 and got to hold every weapon ever made. I thought the photo of 
the troops was a real picture of America.  
 
Mike  (Egan)  <eganranch5@gmail.com>  
 
 
 
Thanks for sending in the pics, Mike. Under the circumstances, Sue served her country every 
bit as much as the civilian and military pilots and crews who ferried our troops to an d from 
the Middle East.  

 
 

So this is what the downstairs galley i n a 747 looks like, eh? Resembles my kitchen!  
 

mailto:eganranch5@gmail.com


 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 13th  

Bill,  
 
This is really pissing me off. Am I the only one in the country who cares about the lie Hillary 
continues to tell about Benghazi? Itôs as outrageous today as it was when we first learned 
about the lie, but the vast majority of the mainstream me dia apparently assumes that old 
news is no news. Listen to her muddled response when Stephanopoulos confronted her about 
the lie in this Dec. 6th clip from ñABC This Weekò that I have linked below. ñFog of warò my 
ass!  
 
Talking Points <talking.points@comcast.net>  

 
 
Tone it down just a tad, T.P. I understand your frustration which I am sure is shared by 
millions of others, none of whom can do anything about it until they go to the polls. That's 
assuming, of course, that they arenôt so disgusted with both parties that they decide to stay 
home. Or if Trump, despite his promise Tuesday night, loses the primary and decides to take 
his ball and go home and run as a third party candidate. In that case, Hillary will surely be 
handed the keys to the White House. The clip you sent i n can be seen HERE. (2:30)  

~ ~ ~  

 
If anyone needs proof that Hillary told a fib on steroids about whether the Benghazi incident 
was a result of protest over a film or a planned terrorist attack, THIS  is the key moment in 

mailto:talking.points@comcast.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZpeGdym40Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOjX-o9axmw


Hillaryôs 11-hour testimony where she got caught with her pantsuit down around her ankles. 
(9:59)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Ed. ð The video above rolled over to a portion of the same hearing that was one of my 
favorites. Seeing Trey Gowdy duke it  out with Elijah Cummings was a little like watching a 
middleweight boxer take on a heavyweight. Who won? Thatôs for you to decide. (DING)  That 
was the bellé(6:57) 

 
 
Continuing with the absurd, perhaps the most insane moment on Capitol Hill was this DHS 
hearing that took place on Dec. 11 when Homeland Security official Kelli Burriesci appeared in 
front of the House Oversight Committee to answer questions about the KY Visa Program and 
the terrorism list. THIS  is scary stuff. (8:00)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9wJURNP5_U&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEFnnodrn7M


 

Dec. 14th  

Bill,  
 
You have come down hard on Donald T rump over the past couple of months which I donôt 
understand, yet your comments seem to support the views of Bill Whittle in his commentaries 
on guns and other conservative views. If you will watch THIS  video of how Whittle feels 
about The Donald, I bet you will change your opinion of the man.  
 
Red State <red.state@comcast.net>  

 
 
I did watch it, Red, and I havenôt changed my opinion. Sorry to disappoint. Letôs be realistic. 
Even if I was to pull for Trump, it would be an exercise in futility because I donôt see how he 
can beat Hillary when you look at all the groups he has pissed off (Hispanics, Muslims, Blacks 
and Women just to name a few). And remember, there are many more registered Dems than 
Repub licans. Trump's unfavorable numbers with women alone is enough to turn over the keys 
to the White House to Hillary. I will no doubt take some heat for this, but when I look at the 
image below the name Jim Jones comes to mindé 

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Who needs Snopes when we have ñMiddle Groundò to fact-check items sent in by Tal king 
Points and Red State?  
  

Dec. 15th  

Bill,  
  
It turns out that Talking Points was spot on the week before last when he or she stated in the 
introduction to their attached video that, ñIôm not saying this video is true or even partially 
accurate.ò 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RW4R3N8Ju8&feature=youtu.be
mailto:red.state@comcast.net


In re viewing the information contained in the video, I began by trying to establish if its 
contents were factual and truthfully based. I checked on the writer's/producerôs credibility 
and looked for any personal agendas and/or any strong biases he may have demo nstrated in 
the past. Then I moved on to fact checking the statements and claims he made.  
  
I found that the content of the video was written and produced by Paul Joseph Watson, a full 
time employee of Alex Jonesô InfoWars organization <http://www.infowars.com/> . 
  
Watson is a script writer for Jonesô daily radio program. He also produces videos like this one, 
and writes stories for InfoWarsô Prison Planet blog site. To get an understanding of Watsonôs 
point of view and his agenda, hereôs a list of Mr. Watsonôs prior Prison Planet articles. 
<http://www.prisonplanet.com/section/paul -watson -articles>  
  
For those not familiar with Alex Jones, hereôs his bio from Wikipedia; 
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alex_Jones_%28radio_host%29>  
  
This video is imbedded in a Nov. 24th article that Mr. Watson wrote for InfoWars. This article 
formed much of the script for the video that shares the same title. óTurkey Threatened Putin 
ôStop Bombing ISISô Days Before Jet Shoot Downô. <htt p://www.infowars.com/turkey -
threatened -putin -stop -bombing -isis -days -before - jet -shoot -down/>  
  
Fact checking showed the video contains numerous unsupported and false statements. 
Covering them all here would make for an extremely lengthy read.  
  
To give you an idea of this authorôs lack of veracity, here's an example. Itôs a fact check on 
one of the initial statement he made in both the video and the article.  
  
Mr.Watson states, ñTurkey shot down a Russian Su-24 fighter jet it claimed had violated 
Turkish air space just days after threatening Moscow with ñserious consequencesò if it 
continued bombing ISIS in Syria.ò The source cited for this statement turned out to be an 
article that appeared in the British newspaper, The Express. 
<http://www.express.co.uk/news/world/621034/ISIS -Putin -Russia -Turkey -Moscow -ISIL -
Islamic -State -IS -Ankara -terror -Paris>  
  
When I looked into the Express s tory I found that it actually states, ñRussia and Turkey are in 
deadlock after the latter threatened Moscow with ñserious consequences if it continues its 
bomb assault on Syria. Officials in the capital Ankara warned Russia to óimmediately end its 
operatio nô after war planes hit Syrian ground óvery closeô to the Turkish border. Turkey sees 
the Turkmen population that inhabits villages near the border as natural allies in the struggle 
against President Assadôs brutal regime. The Kremlin insists its air strikes are only targeting 
the abhorrent Islamic State jihadis, but Turkey and its allies claim Putinôs forces are mainly 
hitting anti -Assad rebels.ò 
  
Turkey's warning is about attacking Turkmen, who are Syrian citizens of Turkish heritage and 
identity, not ab out attacking ISIS targets.  
  
There is no mention anywhere in the body of this newspaper article about Turkey threatening 
Russia with any retaliation if it continued bombing ISIS in Syria, or bombing ISIS anywhere 
else for that matter. As you can see, Mr. Watson changed what was written in the article by 
adding the statement about ISIS. In doing so heôs able to provide credence to the assertions 
he makes about Turkey and achieve support for the conclusions he draws from these 
assertions.  

http://www.infowars.com/
http://www.prisonplanet.com/section/paul-watson-articles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alex_Jones_%28radio_host%29
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Middle Ground ( middleground@techie.com )  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 16th  

 
Commemorating my husband's birthday today, Bill. I want to thank you for your friendship as 
well as the PBAôs, the POA and the San Jose Police Department for honoring him and 
supporting our family during this difficult year. The memories will last. This is my portrait of 
Joe that was taken in February, 1999.  
 
Thank you again for your friendship.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Laurie McNamara  
 
On behalf of everyone who knew and worked with and for JoeMac you are very welcome, 
Laurie. Be well.  

 
 
 

LOOKING OUT AT MY BACKYARD  

 
Yes, weôre bringing this column back and plan to continue each week until there is a lack of 
submission. Why not grab your camera or smart phone, take a shot out your back door and 
send it in? Even if it just captures a dump ster in a dirty alley, at least weôll know you are still 
part of the SJPD Family.  
 

mailto:middleground@techie.com


Weôll start with this pic received from Steve Postier, who suggested we bring back this 
column. His Boulder Creek digs are over 100 years old and had never had any upgrades when 
it was purchased in 2008. Steve says they are now just about done with the refurbishing.  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

 

Dec. 10th  

Bill,  
 
For Steve Postier, here's a winter look out my back door. We have 4 seasons up here on the 
Eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada Mountains in Verdi, NV. The view changes daily.  
 
Hope all is well with all of you and all of my "other family" from the PD. Funny how we take 
for granted all the people we saw on a daily basis while we were working. Then one day, 
ñPoof,ò you're retired, and you just don't see all of them as frequently as you used to. Rest 
assured though, I think of all of them daily.  
 
Merry Christmas to all of you!  
 
Joe (Schenck)  <moose1892@sbcglobal.net>  

mailto:moose1892@sbcglobal.net


 
 

Hell of a view, Joe. Merry Christmas to you and  

yours from all of us down here in the Flatlands.  
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 11th  

Bill,  
 
Attached are some photos of the Conway cabin on the Feather River in Plumas Co., CA: a 
couple of snow shots from last winter, a hard working wife and one to show that it doesn't 
snow all the time. The cabin is located about 100 yards from the river, down i n the Feather 
River Canyon. We split our time between San Jose and the cabin now that I am fully retired. 
We are hoping for more snow this year than we have received over the past few. A heavy 
snow year will have drifts up to the eves! You can use your edi torial skills to decide which, if 
any, picture(s) you choose to publish.  
 
Thanks for keeping us all informed and entertained through the Farsider.  
 
Ed (Conway)  <edward.conway@earthlink.net>  

mailto:edward.conway@earthlink.net


 
 

If you are feeling some envy, Ed, it's coming from me.   
 
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 13th  

 
If you are running the backdoor photos again here are a few submissions, use the one that 
fits best. The photos were taken from my rear deck facing northeast towards the Cascade 
Mountains after a light overnight snow. One has my hanging red metal pellet g un targets and 
one shows my redneck shooting stump that I use as a target for spears, axes, knives and 
firearms.   Yes, other folks on the mountain think I am a little strange. I do not disabuse them 
of that opinion as it enhances my privacy.  
 
Harry (Mullin s)  



 
 
Your privacy is guaranteed, Harry. There are hundreds of your  friends and former coworkers 
down here in California who share the same opinion as the ñfolks on your mountain.ò As you 
can see, I chose the pic with the Redneck Shooting Stump on the right. Ready on the left? 
Ready on the right? Ready on the firing range ? 
 
 

LAWSUIT SETTLED FOR SJPD RETIREE  

 
This SF Gate story about one of our retirees was spotted by Mike Thompson in Tuesdayôs 
Chronicle...  

Retired San Jose Officer Awarded $80 Million Over Botched Surgery  
 

By Evan Sernoffsky <esernoffsky@sfchronicle.com>  

San Francisco Chronicle/SF Gate ð Dec. 15, 2015  

 
Four years ago, a botched hemorrhoid surgery nearly killed Florence Kuhlmann, but some 
relief from the daily burden of her injuries came this week when an Ala meda County jury 
awarded the retired San Jose police officer almost $80 million in damages.  
 
The catastrophic chain of events started when Kuhlmann went into a Pleasanton hospital for 
routine hemorrhoid surgery on Jan. 27, 2012. Three days later, after exp eriencing severe 
pain, she discovered her bowel had been stapled shut against her rectal wall, closing off her 
intestine.  
 
ñShe was diagnosed with an occlusion,ò Kuhlmannôs attorney, Nina Shapirshteyn, said 
Tuesday. ñHer bowel ruptured, causing a major infection and sepsis. She was really close to 
death.ò 

mailto:esernoffsky@sfchronicle.com


 
 

Richard Alexander displays the PPH 03 hemorrhoid stapler. his  

cli ent, Florence Kuhlmann, was awarded nearly $80 million in  

damages after a jury ruled one of the devices was defective.  

 
It was later determined that the stapler used in the procedure was defective, and the 
company that manufactured it, Johnson and Johnson subsidiary Ethicon Endo -Surgery, 
recalled certain models of the device ð including the one used on Kuhlmann ð later that year, 
said Richard Alexander, another attorney for Kuhlmann.  
 
An Alameda County jury awarded Kuhlmann $70 million in punitive damages M onday against 
Ethicon Endo -Surgery. On Friday, the same jury found Ethicon liable for $9.8 million in 
compensatory damages in the case.  
 
Kuhlmann and her husband, Dr. John Perkins, a Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
research scientist, had initially named the surgeon who performed the procedure as a 
defendant. That doctor was later found not to be at fault.  
 
Matthew Johnson, a spokesman for Ethicon, said the company was disappointed with the 
juryôs verdict and plans to appeal. 
 
ñThis product has been successfully used over 1 million times and remains a safe and 
efficacious option for surgeons,ò he said Tuesday. 
 
The device, which looks similar to a curling iron, is inserted into a patientôs anus and collects 
excess skin at the tip. Much like a face lif t, the tool then pulls protruding hemorrhoids back up 
into the rectum by tightening the skin farther up the line.  
 
The surgeon then clamps down on the handle and staples the skin into a doughnut -shaped 
mound a few inches up the colon.  
 
The problem, the FDA  found, was certain models of the device were difficult to squeeze, 
which can cause the tool to misfire and sometimes form an incomplete staple.  
 
ñFailure to complete the firing stroke of the stapler can result in severe pain, sphincter 



dysfunction, rectal  wall damage, sepsis, bleeding, and occlusion of the rectal canal,ò the FDA 
said in an Oct. 26, 2012, recall.  
 
In Kuhlmannôs case, the stapler was too difficult for the surgeon to squeeze and the device 
jammed. When she tried to remove it, the doctor accid entally stapled part of Kuhlmannôs 
intestine to the opposing side of her colon, Alexander said. Scar tissue quickly built up, and 
her rectum soon became completely blocked.  
 
She has since been given a colostomy bag thatôs hooked up to an opening in her abdomen to 
divert the flow of stool. Almost a dozen follow -up surgeries have failed to clear an opening for 
waste to pass, Alexander said.  
 
ñIt literally ruined her life,ò he said. ñShe canôt have a moment without having to deal with 
the colostomy bag. Whethe r itôs walking through a door, having a child jump into her lap, itôs 
always a concern.ò 
 
 

HANSON DESCRIBES TRUMPôS ATTRACTION TO A ñTò 

 
As a Fellow at the Hoover Institution, Victor Davis Hanson was an associate of our late boss, 
Joe McNamara. This Dec. 1 0th column from the Tribune News Service that was authored by 
Hanson explains a great deal about the publicôs attraction of Trump, the presidential wannabe 
who I consider a carnival barker and snake oil salesmané 

Public Discontent Has Fueled the Trump Phen omenon  
 

 
 

By Victor Davis Hanson  

Tribune News Service ð Dec. 10, 2015  

 
The more analysts try to figure out Donald Trumpôs appeal, the more they sound baffled. 
 
Pundits cite Trumpôs verbal sloppiness and ridiculousness as proof that he must soon implode. 
But Trump sees his daily bombast as an injection of outrage for a c onstituency now hooked on 
someone who finally voices their pent -up anger. The more reckless Trumpôs doses of 
scattergun outrageousness, the better the fix for his supporters.  
 
Trumpôs vague "make America great again" was the natural bookend to Barack Obamaôs even 
more vacuous "hope and change." The popularity of such empty slogans reflects a culture in 
which no one any longer trusts institutions, the media, government or politicians.  
 
The public no longer respects U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, t he IRS, the VA or 
the GSA. Even the once -hallowed Secret Service has become a near laughingstock of 
incompetency, corruption and politicization. Is the purpose of NASA really Muslim outreach, 



as NASA chief Charles Bolden suggested in 2010?  
 
The world that we are told about by our government bears no resemblance to what we see 
and hear every day.  
 
President Obama has exacerbated this current disconnect between the public and its officials. 
In unserious fashion, he shares his selfies, parades his annual Final  Four picks and jets off to 
Los Angeles to appear on late -night talk shows, even as he hectors Americans in sermons 
about their Islamophobia, their carbon footprints, their immigration xenophobia and their gun 
obsessions.  
 
Did the public earn such presiden tial rebukes because it believes that jihadism at home and 
the Islamic State abroad are more dangerous than global warming? Or because disarming 
law -abiding citizens will not prevent law -breaking criminals and terrorists from obtaining 
illegal weapons? Or because it is unwise to open the borders to anyone who can make it into 
the United States, few questions asked?  
 
The first reaction of Attorney General Loretta Lynch after the recent San Bernardino terrorist 
attack was to warn the country about Islamophobi a. Her implicit message to the families of 
the dead was not that the government missed a terrorist cadre or let Islamic State 
sympathizers carry out a massacre. Instead, she worried more about Americans being angry 
at the inability of the tight -knit Muslim  community to ferret out the extremists in its midst  
 
So we live in an age of disbelief.  
 
The government reports that a record 94.4 million Americans are not in the labor force. That 
is almost a third of the country. How can the same government declare tha t the official 
unemployment rate is only 5 percent?  
 
Economists warn that a $20 trillion national debt cannot be serviced without major calamities 
once interest rates rise. Yet even as interest rates are scheduled to go up, the government 
still borrows nea rly $500 billion a year. It calls that profligacy fiscal prudence, because the 
borrowing is below the usual $1 trillion a year.  
 
It may or may not have been wise for the Supreme Court to sanction gay marriage, or for the 
Pentagon to allow women in the mili tary to join all combat units, or for the president to 
tacitly end border enforcement.  
 
But these changes were not made by majority legislative decision. And they have come thick 
and fast without time for the public to digest their consequences. Instead, i f a new idea or 
agenda lacks majority support, then activists can confidently look for a court or bureaucracy 
to implement change by top -down order.  
 
In short, millions of citizens think the nation is headed for a financial reckoning. They feel 
threatened by radical Islamic terrorism. They sense that cultural and social stability has 
disappeared. And they know that expression of these worries can be a thought crime ð 
hounded down by politicians, media, universities and cultural institutions that do not enjo y 
broad public support and are not subject to the direct consequences of their own ideologies.  
 
Amid these crises and the present absence of responsible leadership, if there were not a 
demagogic Donald Trump ranting and raving on the scene, the country wou ld probably have 
to invent something like him.  



 
(Victor Davis Hanson is a classicist and historian at the Hoover Institution, Stanford 
University, and the author, most recently, of "The Father of Us All: War and History, Ancient 
and Modern" You can reach h im by e -mailing <author@victorhanson.com> .)  
 

THE BEST OF THE LATE NITE JOKES  
 

Dec. 9 ð 15  
 

 
 
Dec. 9: Donald Trump skipped an RNC event here in New York City t oday called the 
Presidential Trust Dinner, even though his campaign said he would go. Then Chris Christie 
said, ñSo, does that mean there's an extra plate at the dinner?ò 
 
Jeb Bush has fallen to just 3 percent in a new poll, and his numbers continue to dro p. Jeb says 
this isn't the time to panic ð because the time to panic was, like, five months ago.  
 
Last night was the annual Victoria's Secret Fashion Show on CBS, and it featured models from 
Brazil, Sweden, and Portugal. Or as Donald Trump put it, ñI've changed my mind on 
immigrants.ò 
 
ABC is producing a made -for -TV musical remake of ñDirty Dancing,ò and get this ð it's going 
to be three hours long. By the end, even Baby's like, ñYou know what? Go ahead and put me 
in the corner! I've already had the time of  my life. I'm exhausted.ò 
 
Yahoo CEO Marissa Mayer has a severance package that would pay her $160 million if she 
gets fired. Which will mark the first time somebody actually TRIES to get drunk at their office 
holiday party.  
 
Dec. 10: I saw that after his recent comments about Muslims, Donald Trump was fired as a 
global ambassador for Scotland. Which is ironic, ôcuz if there were ever a human version of 
bagpipes, it's Donald Trump.  
 
A Middle Eastern retail chain called Lifestyle announced that it's pulling Donald Trump's home 
decor products from its shelves. But I guess they'll still be available at that other store, ñHate 
and Barrel.ò Or that OTHER store, ñWalllllll-Mart.ò 
 
Hillary Clinton told People Magazine that her granddaughter called her ñgrandmaò for the first 
time on the same night as the first Democratic debate. Then Hillary gazed into her 
granddaughter's eyes and said, "This is my night, not yours. Pick your moments."  
 
In his interview with People Magazine, Bernie Sanders said that his grandchildre n sometimes 
call him ñGrandpa Bern.ò Which sounds less like a term of endearment and more like a 
medical condition. "You've got 'Grandpa Burn.' That's why it hurts when you [go].ò 
 
Dec. 11: Some good news for the White House. They just announced that Obama care added a 
million new customers in its third open -enrollment season. They say more people are signing 
up for healthcare due to the looming deadline, low costs, and the sales of hoverboards.  
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In a new interview with People magazine, President Obama said that his favorite book of the 
year was a novel called ñFates and Furies.ò While Hillary Clinton said HER favorite book of the 
year was ñWhatever yours was." 
 
White House press secretary Josh Earnest said that Trump's statement about banning Muslim 
immigran ts ñdisqualifiesò him from being president. When he heard that, Jeb Bush was like, 
ñYou can get disqualified? What do I need to do?!" 
 
Scientists said they just found dinosaur blood on an 80 -million -year -old fossil. They now 
believe dinosaurs may have been  wiped out by...murder.  
 
Dec. 14: Tomorrow is the fifth Republican presidential debate. And if you've been keeping 
score, so far the winner of most of the Republican debates has been ... Hillary Clinton.  
 
Over on the Democratic side, Hillary Clinton has be en responding to Donald Trump's 
comments about banning Muslims with a message of love, and said she wants to ñweed out 
hateò and ñplant love and kindnessò instead. Then Bill went in for a kiss and Hillary was like, 
ñNot now. Later. I'm talking to the people.ò 
 
The Paris climate agreement calls for countries to try and keep the temperature of the planet 
from rising more than 2 degrees. Or in other words, they have the same attitude about the 
Earth's temperature that your dad has about the thermostat: ñWho turned this up?ò 
 
The big movie right now is new ñStar Warsò movie. In fact, even the astronauts on the 
International Space Station are going to watch new ñStar Warsò movie from space. NASA said 
it's the best way to remind the astronauts that what they're do ing in space really isn't that 
cool. ñDo you fire a laser gun?ò ñNo ... I just kinda watch plants grow.ò 
 
Dec. 15: They're saying that this could be one of the warmest Christmases in 30 years. Last 
Christmas, people left out milk and cookies for Santa. Thi s Christmas, people leave out a cool 
rag and a stick of Mitchum deodorant.  
 
Last Christmas, Santa made a list of who's naughty or nice. This Christmas, Santa made a list 
of who has central air and who doesn't.  
 
Last Christmas, you went to an ugly sweater p arty. This Christmas, you're going to an ugly, 
sweaty party.  
 
A new poll found that Hillary Clinton is now increasing her lead over Bernie Sanders. Experts 
say Bernie would need something major to regain people's attention. Then Bernie was like, 
"All right , leak the sex tape."  
 
Ahead of tonight's Republican debate over on CNN, Donald Trump's doctor released his 
medical records. He said that Trump has never used alcohol or tobacco in his life. Which 
explains how Trump got so good at ruining a party.  

 
 
Dec. 9: Donald Trump told People Magazine that heôs good at sports. Which could be true, 



because it does seem like heôs had a lot of concussions. 
 
Time Magazine picked their Person of the Year and they chose German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel over Donald Trump. Trump tweeted that they picked "the person who was ruining 
Germany."  Then Trump said, "Germany hasnôt had a great leader since the 1940s." 
 
Marco Rubio said in a new interview that his favorite show is "The Walking Dead." When 
asked why, Rubio said, "Iôm a senator from Florida ð those are my constituents."  
 
According to a new report, the United States has the most powerful cyber weapons on Earth. 
Those cyber weapons are Kim and Kanyeôs Instagram accounts. 
 
United Airlines announced they are bringing back free snacks for the first time since 2008. 
Unfortunately, the snacks a re also from 2008.  
 
Dec. 10: The Navy is facing a lot of criticism today for naming their newest combat ship after 
Andrew Jackson. So to completely avoid controversy, theyôre going to rename the ship after 
Michael Jackson.  
 
Donald Trump has canceled a plan ned trip to Israel. When asked why, Trump said, "They 
already have a wall and a fear of Muslims. My work there is done."  
 
Researchers at Cornell have successfully bred the first puppies in a test tube. Which is great, 
because we all know how much dogs hate  doin' it.  
 
During a photo shoot for Time Magazine, a bald eagle tried to attack Donald Trump. The only 
thing that saved Trumpôs life was the angry hawk living in his hair. 
 
In an interview, Larry King said when he dies he wants to be cryogenically frozen.  Larry said, 
"I was frozen once during the Ice Age ð I loved it. It was the best nap I ever had."  
 
Dec. 14: Here in Los Angeles, a couple is planning to get married while waiting in line for the 
new ñStar Warsò movie. The couple's family is unable to attend because they're too busy 
being embarrassed.  
 
Donald Trump's doctor wrote a letter saying that if elected, ñMr. Trump will be the healthiest 
individual ever elected to the presidency." Then, when asked about Trumpôs mental health, 
the doctor got very quie t.  
 
A golf course owned by Donald Trump is no longer being considered to host a major golf 
tournament due to remarks that Trump has made about Mexicans and Muslims. You know 
thereôs a problem when your views on race are too extreme for a private golf club. 
 
Kim Kardashian and Kanye West say they will have no more children. When asked why, they 
said, "All the really terrible names are taken."  
 
Dec. 15: A new study claims the stress of being president takes three years off your life. So 
suddenly everyone is t hinking of voting for Trump.  
 
The fifth Republican debate took place tonight in Las Vegas. The Vegas debate included nine 
candidates, and, due to a little mix -up, Celine Dion and a white tiger.  
 



Kim and Kanyeôs 2-year -old daughter North has released her fi rst tweet. It was just three 
letters, "SOS."  
 
Critics are saying the new "Star Wars" film has strongly -written female characters. The most 
surprising of these is the new breakout character, "She -Bacca."  
 
Last night at a casino in Las Vegas, Donald Trump de clared, "I expect to win Iowa." Which is 
odd because, usually when Trump is around a casino, the only thing he declares is 
bankruptcy.  
 
For Christmas, first lady Michelle Obama said both her daughters asked for money. Or, as Fox 
News reported it, "Obama Gi ves More Handouts to the Unemployed."  

 
 
Dec. 9: Time Magazine has officially declared their person of the year for 2015 and that 
person is German Chancellor Angela Merkel. This is big news, because Time Magazine hasn't 
pick ed a German leader since ð well, let's just say it's been a while.  
 
This morning Donald Trump tweeted, "I told you Time Magazine would never pick me as 
person of the year despite being the big favorite. They picked the person who is ruining 
Germany." First  of all, I don't think you want to go on record saying "I liked the old Germany 
better!"  
 
I love that Trump goes, "I told you Time Magazine would never pick me." You don't get to 
brag about not winning, just because you predicted it. That would be like if last Sunday Tom 
Brady was like, "See, I told you we'd lose to the Eagles! Did I call it or did I call it? Everyone 
said we'd win, but I was like, no way man. Nuh -uh."  
 
During an interview with Barbara Walters, Trump claimed he's "the worst thing to ever 
happen to ISIS." Personally I feel he could have ended that sentence before the words "to 
ISIS."  
 
Even J.K. Rowling, the author of the "Harry Potter" books, got in on the action, saying that 
Donald Trump is worse than Voldemort.  
 
If Trump is basically Voldem ort, I guess Hillary Clinton would be Hermione, Chris Christie 
would be Hagrid, and Rick Santorum would be Colin Creevey. And of course Bernie Sanders is 
like Dumbledore ð not because they look alike, just because they both graduated college 
together back in the year 1784.  
 
Dec. 11: We are kicking out "The 12 days of Christmas." It's too long! It's nonsense. I don't 
have all day.  
 
What am I supposed to do with 11 pipers piping, let alone 12 drummers drumming? I'm not 
Florence and the machine.  
 
Between the s even swans a swimming, six geese a - laying, four calling birds, three French 
hens, two turtledoves and the partridge in the pear tree, you are giving me 23 different birds. 
Now I have to take care of 23 birds? I'm not a farmer.  



 
I could have used the ladies  dancing and the maids a -milking, but now I'm married, and 
honestly they're more trouble than they're worth.  
 
Dec. 14: A mall in Toronto has been promoting a hot "Fashion Santa." Now we know who 
Mariah Carey wrote "All I Want for Christmas Is You" about. I s this going too far? I mean, 
sitting on Santa's lap was already sexually confusing.  
 
Isn't Santa supposed to be for kids and not parents? "Mom, can I go sit on Santa's lap?" 
"After Mommy, darling.ò 
 
A new study has found that being good -looking can hurt a  man's career because the people in 
charge of hiring see attractive men as a threat. So if you're a man who was recently hired for 
a new job, congratulations. You're hideous.  

 
 
Dec. 9: Time Magazine today revealed their person of the year, Ge rman Chancellor Angela 
Merkel. She is the first woman to be named person of the year on her own since Corazon 
Aquino. I know that because that issue of the magazine is still in my dentist's office.  
 
Not only is Angela Merkel the first woman to be honored a s individual person of the year in 20 
years, but she's also the first person whose last name rhymes with ñcircleò to get that award. 
 
Of course Donald Trump weighed in on this. He tweeted today, ñI told you Time Magazine 
would never pick me as person of th e year. Despite being the big favorite, they picked the 
person who's ruining Germany.ò Even in defeat he's gracious. 
 
Trump this week angered a lot of people by proposing a total and complete shutdown of 
Muslims entering the United States. But he's stickin g by it. He defended himself last night in 
an interview with Barbara Walters. Barbara Walters is technically retired but she comes back 
whenever there's a natural disaster.  
 
Trump told Barbara he's the worst thing that ever happened to ISIS. And I have to agree. 
People seem to forget this is the man who once fired Meat Loaf on television, a force to be 
reckoned with.  
 
Dec. 10: Nominees for the 73rd annual Golden Globes were announced this morning. Which 
can only mean one thing: It's Diet Coke commercial sea son.  
 
Matt Damon was nominated for best actor for "The Martian," also nominated for best musical 
or comedy. Some people are complaining that "The Martian" isn't a musical or a comedy. I 
disagree. It's definitely not a musical, but the idea of Matt Damon be ing left for dead on 
another planet, to me, that's funny.  
 
The first -ever puppies to be conceived in a test tube have been born. It makes me happy 
personally because when I was a kid, our family dog and her husband tried unsuccessfully for 
years to get pre gnant. And eventually they adopted a hamster.  
 
If they can make a puppy in a test tube, imagine how many of them Paris Hilton will be able 



to fit in her purse.  
 
Dec. 14: Unless you've been living under a rock you know "Star Wars" comes out everywhere 
on Fr iday, although they've been running a big ad campaign under rocks so even those people 
who live under them know about it.  
 
They're predicting the film could gross more than $2 billion. The United States just promised 
$800 million as part of the Paris agree ment to fight climate change, which means we're 
spending more than twice as much to see "Star Wars" as we are to save the actual world.  
 
They're saying it could be the biggest and worst -smelling Hollywood premiere of all time. 
Imagine 300 "Star Wars" fans who haven't bathed in days crammed into a windowless 
theater. This is why Darth Vader breathes through a filter.  
 
Between Black Friday and "Star Wars" we could set the record for most Americans to sleep on 
the sidewalk over a three -week period ever this ye ar.  
 
Dec. 15: All the schools in Los Angeles were closed today because someone sent the school 
system a threatening email. They got a similar note in New York and decided it was a hoax ð 
the schools stayed open. Here in L.A. we have so many implants we don 't know the difference 
between real and fake anymore.  
 
The debate starring Donald Trump and friends took place at the Venetian hotel in Las Vegas, 
moderated by Celine Dion.  
 
Chris Christie got moved up from what they call the kids' table to the main debate . Apparently 
he ate everything on the kids' table so they had to move him.  
 
Trump leads Ted Cruz by 27 points in the new Monmouth poll. I don't know if I trust these 
polls. Basically Donald Trump is leading among people who still answer their landline at t heir 
house.  

 
 
Dec. 9: Some political pundits are predicting that if Hillary Clinton wins the Democratic 
primary in New Hampshire, it will serve as a ñdeath blowò to the Bernie Sandersô campaign. 
But Bernieôs hoping he still might have a shot in Old Hampshire. 
 
A Scottish university today stripped Donald Trump of his hon orary degree following his call to 
end all Muslim immigration to America. The degree of course was a B.S.  
 
A California man miraculously escaped unharmed when he went through two compaction 
cycles in a garbage truck after sleeping in a trash can. When aske d how heôs doing, he said, 
ñNot that great. I sleep in a trash can.ò 
 
Dec. 10: The New York Times and CBS released a poll this morning that shows Donald Trump 
in his strongest position of primary season. While Jeb Bush remains in the SAME position ï 
fetal.  
 
Kim Jong Un will be sending his personal all -girl band to China next week in an effort to 



improve the relationship between the two countries. Theyôll be playing all their hits, like 
ñNever Let Me Go,ò ñCan I Stay Here Awhile,ò and their newest single, ñSeriously Though, Iôm 
Begging You Please Donôt Make Me Go Back There.ò 
 
An artist in China recently demonstrated Beijingôs smog problem by sucking up air in a 
vacuum for 100 days and then compressing the collected dust into a solid brick. Which, by the 
way,  is also how they make Clif bars.  
 
The University of Vermont has announced that they will now offer a course on the science of 
marijuana. The earliest itôs offered is 2 p.m. 
 
Dec. 14: The international climate talks in Paris wrapped up this weekend with 19 5 countries 
reaching a landmark agreement to cut greenhouse gas emissions. And then they all drove to 
the airport in 195 cars.  
 
According to a new national poll, Donald Trump has support from 41 percent of Republican 
voters. This story was first reported w hen it was yelled by Donald Trump.  
 
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo said today that Donald Trump is fanning the flames of 
hate. Which is what Donald Trump calls blow -drying his hair.  
 
Adele will perform at Madison Square Garden six times in 2016 as part of her new world tour. 
As if the people in that building don't cry enough already.  
 
Dec. 15: "Star Wars" fans reportedly started camping out in line for last night's "Star Wars" 
premiere over a week in advance. Said the fans, "This counts as sleeping with som eone, 
right?"  
 
The fifth Republican presidential debate was held earlier tonight. Now, obviously, we taped 
the show before it aired, but I think I can do a recap anyway ð Trump offended minorities, 
Cruz dissed Obama, and John Kasich ate his podium out of f rustration.  
 
Tonight's Republican debate was held at the Venetian in Las Vegas, which means that for just 
one night, Celine Dion won't be the loudest thing in Las Vegas.  
 
After protesters interrupted a Donald Trump rally last night, some attendees were hea rd 
yelling the Nazi salute "Sieg heil." Which is alarming, but it doesn't mean that Donald Trump 
is the same as Hitler. It just means that if you looked up Hitler on Amazon, Trump might show 
up in the "You may also like" section.  

  

 
Dec. 9: Everyone is talking about Donald Trump and the press release that he put out ñcalling 
for a total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States until our country's 
representatives can figure out what is going on." How is that going to work? I'm not sure how 
the TSA would be able to test for your religion. Thou gh I will say their pat -downs are 
thorough enough to determine if you're Jewish.  
 
Perhaps we can just casually ask people trying to enter the country, "Hey, I'm trying to 
calibrate my compass. Do you know which direction Mecca is?"  



 
Even though Hillary Cli nton is the presumptive Democratic nominee, these days she's harder 
to find than her emails.  
 
The latest CNN/ORC Glade Plug -In Poll has her ahead of rival Bernie Sanders, 58 percent to 
30 percent, with former Maryland Gov. Martin O'Malley registering just 2 percent ð exactly 
the same as the milk that is more exciting than him.  
 
That 2 percent is up from 1.8 percent in November. That's a .2 percent surge that some are 
calling "Martin O'Mentum."  
 
Dec. 11: Pepperidge Farms is saying their cookies are victims o f identity theft. They sued the 
supermarket chain Trader Joe's for selling a type of cookie they claim looks too much like 
their popular Milano's. They've got so many kinds. You got the originals, mint Milano's, dark 
chocolate Milano's, the raspberry Milan o's, cool ranch, blazin' buffalo Milano's, Alyssa 
Milano's...  
 
I don't get how Trader Joes could be ripping off the Milano because the Milano is basically 
two cookies with chocolate in the middle. I'm pretty sure that's just a sandwich. By that logic, 
Pepp eridge Farm should be suing subway ð who, at this point, I'm sure has a pretty good 
legal team.  
 
Dec. 15: Jeb is America's fourth favorite Bush ð after George, the other George, and of 
course, the baked beans.  
 
Bush has sent an email to his supporters prom ising that as an early Christmas present, if you 
give him $25, you won't receive any more email requests for cash the rest of the year. It's a 
political strategy borrowed from the mob.  
 
"Hey, this is a real nice inbox you got here. I would hate to see some thing happen to it, if you 
know what I'm saying. Gimme $25, and that problem goes away. I'm Jeby the Knuckles, and I 
approved this message."  
 
 

WEEKLY SNOPES URBAN LEGEND UPDATE  
 

 
 

Click HERE for the most current update.  
 

 

http://www.snopes.com/category/snopes/facts/


 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
What makes this video so interesting in our opinion is that the footage was filmed from a 
camera mounted on the front of a San Francisco cable car four days before the great 1906 
earthquake. While none of the people in the film are alive today, one has to wonder how 
many of them died as a result of the earthquake and fire some 96 hours later?  The footage is 
highly detailed considering how old the film is because it was one of the first times that 
35mm film was used to capture motion. While short segments of this film have been posted 
on the Internet in the past, THIS  is the full reel. Click on the ñShow Moreò link below the 
video screen for more information. (12:27)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Coming soon to a theater near you, itôs ñDarth Trump,ò soon to be RULER of planet Earth, 
providing Hillary is indicted by the Justice Department. (7:42)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RF9wV-57dE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KU_Jdts5rL0


 
 
Glenn Bytheway was surprised to learn earlier this week that the Dept. closed the old Range 
in the PAB for retiree qualifications and is again usi ng the old range in South Valley. He also 
was shocked to learn that the 15 rounds from a standing position it took to qualify no longer 
applies. Said Glenn, "One of the Rangemasters videotaped me and another retiree 
QUALIFYING  yesterday and I don't mind telling you that the new procedure sucks!" (1:12)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Bill Leavyôs email was spot on. This skit with Dino puffing on a cigarette and with a huge 
snifter of hootch in front of him and Foster Brooks doing what he was best known for back in 
the day would be highly criticized in todayôs POLITICALLY  corrected world. (3:30)  

 
 

Dino died in 1995 from Emphysema at the age of 78.  

Foster Brooks was 89 when he passed away in 2001 from heart failure.  
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Thanks for sendin g this in, Russ Russell, but I hate to disappoint you. This is NOT what Jerry 
Brownôs high speed boondoggle that will join northern to southern California will look like. If 
mankind survives ð and  I have my doubts ð transportation like this may become a reality 
sometime in the future, but not in this century. (1:56)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqpBsnEazLk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkW35T1jQB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ON1j2TJCoQU


 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Anyone up for heading off to Paris and dropping into the Grand Cabaret to see what Tatiana 
can do with a huge set of BALLS? (4:46)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Remembering the Old Daysé 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=alts4BEXdkI

