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RETIRED SERGEANT JIM SMITH  

 

 
Badge 1095  

Born April 17, 1935  

Appointed July 1959  

Retired April 1989  

Died Jan. 24, 2016  

 

Jan. 25th  

Bill,  
 
It is my sincere regret that I have to inform you and your readers that Jim Smith succumbed 
to a long -time illness (Lewy Bo dy Dementia*) on Sunday evening, Jan. 24th.  
 
Jim was a well respected homicide investigator for many years who was well liked by many 
and will be missed by his family and friends.  
 
Cards can be sent to Nancy Smith at 18888 Chickadee Ct., Penn Valley, CA 9 5946.  
 
Hank Schriefer <hankonie@comcast.net>  
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Friends who would like to send Nancy a sympathy ecard and/or a personal message of 
condolences by email can do so using this address: <jimnan59@att.net>  
 
In addition to Nancy, Jim is survived by Greg, a son who lives near Lodi; a second son, 
Richard, and his wife, Tricia, of Arizona. They have three daughters, Maryann, Jessica and 
Taylor.  
 
A Celebration of Life will take place at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 17th, at the Elkôs Lodge at 
444 W. Alma St. in San Jose. We will include a reminder in the Farsider as the date gets 
closer.  

~ ~ ~  

 

* Lewy Body Dementia  
 

 

KEN KOCINA MEMORIAL SERVICE REMINDER  

 

 
 

Memorial Service  

2:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 6th  

Benito & Azzaro Pacific Gardens Chapel  

1050 Cayuga St.  

Santa Cruz  

< www.pacificgardenschapel.com >  

 

Click HERE for a map to the Chapel  

 

 

 

TWO POINTS ABOUT LAST WEEK  

 
Å As most of you are aware, there was no Farsider last week due to a hard drive crash in the 
computer we use to produce this newsletter. What was especially maddening was that it 
failed the day before we were going to press. It turned out that our wounded duck was 
diagnosed by a computer guru who determined that nothing on the hard  drive was 
recoverable, which meant that we lost an entire weekôs worth of Farsider data. Using emails 
and data on a secondary computer, I resurrected as much of last weekôs Farsider as was 
possible, but still came up about 70 percent short. If you submitt ed something recently and it 
doesnôt show up below, try sending it in again. This machine has a brand new hard drive and 
the likelihood of it crashing again is remote.  
 

mailto:jimnan59@att.net
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dementia_with_Lewy_bodies
http://www.pacificgardenschapel.com/
http://www.mapquest.com/directions/to/us/ca/santa-cruz/95062-2422/1050-cayuga-st-36.978618,-122.011674


Å Shortly before the crash, Leroy sent out a notification advising all readers that the 26th was 
my birthday. Thank you to those who responded with an email birthday greeting. They filled 
my inbox and were very much appreciated. If I was Donald Trump I would tell everyone that 
it was the chock full inbox that caused my hard drive to put a gu n to its disc and pull the 
trigger. But Iôm not egotistical enough to think you will buy it. 
 
Bottom line: Everything seems to be working again, so letôs move oné 
 
 
 

LAST CALL FOR THE PBA VALENTINE'S DAY DINNER DANCE  

 

 
 

Saturday, Feb. 13th ð 5:00 to 11:00 p.m.  

POA Hall, 1151 N. Fourth St.  

San Jose  

 

Hors d'oeuvres aplent y 

Entrees: Your choice of Salmon and/or Prime Rib  

Hosted Bar and Wine on the Tables  

Dancing to your kind of music following dinner  

 

$25 per person ð $50 per couple  

 

Make checks payable to the "SJPBA" and mail to:  

SJPBA 

P.O. Box 42  

San Jose, CA 95103  

 

Questions? E -mail PBA President Dave Wysuph at <dbw1696@aol.com>  

or Secretary/Treasurer Lumpy Lundberg at <lumpyl@sbcglobal.net>  

 
 

PENSION NEWS  

 
All we have on the subject o f Pensions is this info from the Los Angeles Association of Deputy 
District Attorneys, submitted by Russ Russell who is on the organizationôs mailing list. The 
ADDA is the collective bargaining agent and represents nearly 1,000 Deputy District Attorneys 
wh o work for the County of Los Angeles.   

mailto:dbw1696@aol.com
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Three Strikes and They're Out  

 

By the ADDA Board of Directors  

  
Unable to secure funding for paid initiative circulators and lacking public support for their 
measures, Chuck Reed and Carl DeMaio announced January 18, 2015, they would not seek to 
put either of their proposed pension initiatives on the 2016 ballot.  
  
Instead, the less than dynamic duo of ex -politicians announced a list of events that needed to 
come true for one of their pension measures might prevail;   that the California economy enter 
a recession, that the Supreme Court rule against public unions in the pending Friedrichs case 
and that voter turnout would be low in the 2018 election -which they claimed would be their 
next attempt to put a measure on the ballot.  
  
This is the third time Reed has announced a statewide pension initiative, only to fold for lack 
of public support and funding to pay signature gatherers. There is no groundswell of voters 
willing to circulate the petitions on their own time.   Clearly this initiative was not the 
"bulletproof" measure the duo loudly proclaimed but instead adds to their list of failures over 
the past several years.     
  
Prior pension initiatives they proposed by the Reed and DeMaio were never circulated for the 
ballo t because they crumbled under the light of public scrutiny.   One of Reed's proposed and 
dropped initiatives received an Attorney General summary Reed claimed was misleading --  
but a Judge ruled the summary was accurate.   The duo abandoned another initiativ e even 
staunch pension critics pensions labeled as "false" Reed and DeMaio's claims about the 
initiative's scope.  
  
Of course, 2015 was a terrible year for Reed, DeMaio, and the pension measure Reed helped 
pass in San Jose and DeMaio in San Diego.   In the summer of 2015, the San Jose City Council 
voted to rescind the Reed measure.   And late last year the   Public Employment Relations 
Board -a state agency --- ruled DeMaio's San Diego measure was improperly placed on the 
ballot and must be rescinded (that matte r will now be on appeal).  
  
Over the next two years, Reed and DeMaio will desperately hope for bad news to give their 
proposed pension measures and extinguished political careers life.   But, should they 
resurface, in the words of Dave Low, Chairman of Cali fornians for Retirement Security "They 
can be assured that any scheme they cook up for 2018 will meet the same fate of their 
previous efforts because we will fight it with our full arsenal."  
 
 

THE TRIALS & TRIBULATIONS OF SAN JOSE AND THE SJPD  

 
This length y article from the Jan. 27th Mercury News appears to have been Eddy Garciaôs 
formal introduction as the permanent interim Police Chief to the citizens of San Jose. (Isn't 
"permanent interim" something of an oxymoron? Just askin'.)  

óBroò Chief Ready To Go 

 

Interim leader has reputation for jocularity that could help rebuild morale  

 



By Robert Salonga <rsalonga@mercurynews.com>  

Mercury News ð Jan. 27, 2016  

 
SAN JOSE ð He has been jokingly called the ñbroò chief. He could also be the CrossFit chief. 
Or, by his own words, the ñbutcher shopò chief. 
 
Eddie Garcia has risen up the ranks to become the San Jose Police Departmentôs new interim 
chief with a trademark backslapping jocularity that puts people at ease, whethe r he is facing 
scores of concerned residents at a community meeting, navigating the labyrinthine 
bureaucracy of City Hall or chatting up locals at the coffeehouse.  
 
And if you ask some of the cityôs biggest power brokers, he could be the cityôs best chance at 
rebuilding and rejuvenating a depleted police force battered by politics and low morale.  

 
 
ñMy hope and goal is to remind residents that this department made this the safest large 
city,ò Garcia said, ñand to get us back there.ò 
 
Garcia, 45, who took over Jan. 17, replaces Chief Larry Esquivel, who retired and  will soon 
become the police chief in Tracy.  
 
Recognizing the post -Ferguson landscape, Garcia promises a ñprogressiveò administration 
that emphasizes de -escalation tactics before force and focused recruiting to make the 
department better reflect the cityôs diverse population.  
 
Among his pledges is to retrain supervisors on use of force and to work with the police union 
to enact a no -chokehold policy. Garcia said even though chokeholds have never been part of 
SJPD regulations, he sees the value of the gestur e. 
 
ñWe have to be progressive. We have to listen to what the community says,ò he said. ñOur 
officers donôt have their heads in the sand. They see whatôs going on in other places. There 
are things we can do better, and we have to put policies in place befo re someone else does it 
for us.ò 
 
That also informs Garciaôs vision for hiring. 
 
ñAs we grow, we have to grow right,ò Garcia said, alluding to increasing diversity in the ranks. 
ñIôd rather have 30 people in the academy who are different than 48 who look alike.ò 

mailto:rsalonga@mercurynews.com


 
Community policing  
 
Correspondingly, he hopes that an eventual staffing increase will harken a return to the 
robust community policing that was pioneered in San Jose. ñIt should be like that great 
bakery or butcher shop you go to,ò Garcia said. ñYou walk in, and the lineôs out the door, and 
youôre frustrated, but when you get to the counter, you are treated as if you are the only 
customer in the store, and you forget about the wait. If we can get back to that point, we can 
reduce some of the tension .ò His recent predecessors ð Esquivel and Chris Moore ð gamely 
tried to navigate the pension war between City Hall and the police rank -and -file. But officers 
grumbled that they did not do enough to stand up to former Mayor Chuck Reed and his allies. 
So far , Garcia has full - throated backing from City Hall and is germinating support within the 
police union. ñEddie has been a critical bridge builder between the city and police union, 
particularly throughout the most tense moments of negotiations over the last year,ò Mayor 
Sam Liccardo said.  

 
 
Itôs no secret that the mayor supports Garcia taking over on a permanent basis, though he 
expressed wariness about unduly influencing the hiring search by City Manager Norberto 
Dueñas.  
 
Police union leaders and the membership recognize the extra hours Garcia has put into trying 
to broke r common ground between the union and the city. Still, ñcautious optimismò best 
characterizes the San Jose Police Officersô Associationôs view on the new interim chief, an 
upgrade given that the union pondered a ñno confidenceò vote against Moore and issued a 



letter rebuking Esquivelôs leadership. 
 
ñChief Garcia will need to be hands-on and proactively advocate for our officers and our 
department so that we can return to providing the residents the protection they deserve,ò 
Sgt. Paul Kelly, the unionôs president, said in a statement. But he also pointed out that Garcia 
is politically linked to the last administration, which supported Measure B, and must prove to 
officers that ñhe is on their side.ò 
 
Measure B is the pension - reform ballot item that many blam e for a sharp outflow of officers 
from the department, which has shrunk from around 1,400 in 2008 ð which already was a 
low officer ratio for a city of 1 million ð to about 950 today. Union and city leaders struck a 
promising but still tentative resolution  to the pension dispute last summer after a nearly three 
year deadlock, and Garcia said he believes things are now in place to bring back officers who 
have left and increase recruiting classes.  
 
ñWe have so much to offer. The skyôs the limit,ò Garcia said. ñAs soon as we can start saying 
the benefits and pay are competitive, we can finally stabilize.ò 
 
Vast experience  
 
Garciaôs experience with the departmentð he joined the police academy as a 21year -old in 
1992 ð makes him a natural salesman, having served in a wide array of assignments, from 
narcotics enforcement to SWAT to homicide detective.  
 
ñHe brings credibility because heôs worked so many different units, been exposed to so many 
things,ò said acting Assistant Chief Dave Knopf, who is also one of Garciaôs closest friends. 
 
Last year, Garcia and SJPD weathered some embarrassment when the Metro news weekly 
unearthed a trove of emails in his work account, revealing an irreverent tone the then -
assistant chief used to describe aspects of the job and working with other city departments.  
 
Similar language and tone by Garcia were discovered in emails obtained during this 
newspaperôs 2014 investigation of a cozy relationship between the San Francisco 49ers and 
some SJPD officers who moonlighted for team security.  It also revealed the team gave 
complimentary game tickets to Garcia and other command staff, which violated city gift 
ordinances.  
 
ñWhat Iôve learned is that I canôt hope to be the chief of the 10th-largest city in the country 
and not expect my actions to  be scrutinized,ò he said. ñI have learned from those mistakes.ò 
 
The emails also revealed Garciaôs propensity for addressing friends and colleagues as ñbro,ò 
which, while unusually casual for a chief, Knopf said conveys consistency.  
 
ñOne of the unique things about him is that you know what you get with him,ò he said. ñHe 
doesnôt try to hide who he is.ò 



 
 
Garcia moved from San Juan, Puerto Rico, as a young child and credits growing up in and 
around San Jose with him acclimating to this new home and learning English quickly. He 
attended St. Victorôs School in North San Jose and Saint Francis High School in Mountain 
View.  
 
Garcia was beginning high school when his father left the family, and their last contact was 
nearly 30 years ago.  
 
ñLucky for me, I always had a strong Puerto Rican mom who kept me in line,ò he said. ñIt 
makes me always want to be there for my children.ò 
 
And in a city heavily populated by immigrant communities that have historically had a 
tenuous relationship with police, Garcia said his upbringing provides a bridge to them.  
 
ñI came from Puerto Rico, and nobody spoke English. I lived with relatives with multiple 
families in a home,ò he said. ñI could understand. I was once a stranger here, too.ò 
 
The long haul  
 
Garcia and his wife, Jennifer, who works for NBC Bay Area, have three children: daughter 
Madiso n, 11; son Tyson, 15; and 17year -old Antonio, a football standout at Bellarmine College 
Prep who is set to play baseball this fall at the University of Kansas.  
 
Garcia, who coached his sons in Pop Warner football, envisions himself one day coaching 
locally  and teaching history after retirement. He continues to stay in shape through avid 
participation in CrossFit, the popular high - intensity, multidisciplinary workout regime, and is 
known for his morning workouts at police headquarters.  
 
Garcia brings up his post -police coaching aspirations in part to assure the community that he 
is in for the long haul and has no interest if outside suitors come calling.  
 
ñThis is not a stepping stone for me,ò Garcia said. ñIôm not going to be a chief anywhere else.ò 



 
 

MAIL CALL  

 

 
 

Jan. 21st  

Bill,  
 
Hope all is well on your end. I hadn't seen this before and was wondering if it has crossed 
your desk?  
  
Russell (Jones)  <rjones1502@yahoo.com>  
 
Russ is referring to the 9/11 Living Memorial Plaza that was constr ucted of melted steel from 
the wreckage of the World Trade Center. It is located on 5 acres 20 miles from the center of 
Jerusalem and includes the names of all 9/11 victims. Click HERE for more information and to 
view some very impressive photos.  

 
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Jan. 27th  

Bill:  
 
I went to see 13 Hours, the movie, yesterday. It is an account of the attack on the American 
Consulate in Libya and the murder of four American personnel including an Ambassador. If 
what is portrayed is the truth, and I have no reason to believe otherwise, there ought to be an 
appointment of a Special Prosecutor to investigate the ineptitude, and worse, the entire 
Obama Administration. Four men were murdere d because of the refusal of the upper 
administrators to provide protection before, during and after the attack. It's sickening! All I 
can feel is anger at my government for abandoning our personnel while they were in combat 
against murderous enemies. Someb ody should be held accountable.   
 

mailto:rjones1502@yahoo.com
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Phil (Norton)  <ponorton2008@gmail.com>  
 
Millions of people are in agreement, Phil, whether they saw the movie or not. But itôs just one 
of a myriad of reasons so many people a re pissed off at the Federal government, which 
explains the popularity of The Donald.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Jan. 28th  

Bill,  
 
You may have already run this video showing what really happened to Hillary Clintonôs 
emails. If you did, please consider running it again fo r those who missed it the first time. Itôs 
a real eye opener.  
 
Talking Points <talking.points@comcast.net>  
 
I can arrange for that, T.P. Readers who missed it and/or those who have forgotten what the 
truth is can click HERE to see it again. (1:40)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 
 

Jan. 29th  

Like Talking Points, we're going to assume that the readers who sent this in will not be 
casting a vote for Mrs. Clinton in November, presuming she is still in the race...  

mailto:ponorton2008@gmail.com
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Å Å Å Å Å 
 

With apologies to you Donald Trump fans  who may feel this is a cheap shot, but we call 'em as 
we see 'em.  

 

 
 

 
Å Å Å Å Å 

 

 

Jan. 29th  

Bill,  
 
I know you are cool on Trump as the GOP nominee, but how do feel about him compared to 
Cruz? You havenôt given the readers your opinion about Ted who is running a close second to 
The Donald. Not that your opinion has any more weight than mine or anyone elseôs. I'm just 
curious.  
 
Red State <red.state@comcast.net>  

mailto:red.state@comcast.net


 
Iôm not cool on Trump, Red. Iôm ice cold. As for Cruz, I was cool on him until last week when a 
video began showing up in my inbox. Click HERE and you will see that one of the aspirations 
of an 18 -year -old Ted Cruz is to ñTake over the world. World domination. Rule over 
everything. Rich, powerful, that sort of stuff.ò I am now colder than ñice coldò on the 
Canadian -American. If video existed a hundred years ago, I could see a certain World War I 
German corporal making similar statement s. (0:47)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Feb. 3rd  

 
Here is a factually correct acc ounting of our world's recent events that should be considered 
when thinking about the "religion of peace" and its contribution to our world. If you have 
another explanation, please share it.  
 
Don Hale <samhale ceo@pacbell.net>  

 
 
This clip was posted on YouTube a year ago, but itôs as accurate today as it was then. Click 
HERE to view it.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 

Feb. 3rd  

Bill,  
 
John Carr and I will be at the Feb. 17th PBA meeting to distribute the Keith Kelley Club 
Challenge Coi n. All retirees who attended this year's KKC Dinner Dance will receive a coin as a 
gift.   Anyone wishing to purchase a coin may do so for $20. The money collected will go 
toward the first KKC Scholarship Fund.  
 
Margie (Thompson)  <sssq@aol.com>  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vt-vG_TdOT4&sns=em
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FEBRUARY VANGUARD NOW ONLINE  
 

 
 

Feb. 2nd  
 

The February 2016 eVanguard is now online. Hard copies of the magazine are in the mail and 
will be arriving soon.   

 

Click HERE to  download the PDF file to read the Vanguard.    
 

 
 
 

NEW RETIREES ASSN. NEWSLETTER ALSO ONLINE  
 

http://www.sjpoa.com/PDF/vanguard/february2016vanguard.pdf


 
 

Jan. 29th  
 

The Januar y electronic version of the Billy & Spanner is now available on - line.  

Thank you to all who have agreed to receive the on - line version of the newsletter.   
  

You can read the newsletter by clicking HERE: 
 

 
 
 

http://files.ctctcdn.com/e6864159001/bd658ee0-0665-4cdf-a371-7975a2395108.pdf


CALLING ALL CIOPPINO  LOVERS 
 

 
 
Yes itôs on! Another Cioppino Feed is in the works and will be held again at the San Jose Police 
Officerôs Association Hall. 
 
For those of you who missed out on last yearôs event, you missed one great time. The 
feedback  from our attendees was overwhelming. They said it was one of the best Cioppino 
Feeds weôve ever done! Thatôs quite the compliment and we attribute much of it to the efforts 
of the volunteers and Bob Collinôs Pasta Markets fabulous cooks! 
 
The Cioppino las t year was brimming with shellfish and tons of Dungeness Crab as well as the 
addition of large Snow crab legs and claws. The flavor was robust and everyone raved.  
 



We hope you will come join us for another year of fabulous food, including thick Cioppino 
chock full of seafood, chicken, salad, pasta, Nick Nicosiaôs fabulous sausages, music, prizes 
and of course, the awesome camaraderie.  

Saturday, March 12, 2016  
 

SJPOA Hall  

1151 N. 4th St.  

San Jose  
 

Host Hotel:  

Holiday Inn  

1350 N. First St.  

San Jose  
 

Special R oom Rates for MMOC Cioppino Feed Attendees: $99 plus Tax  

Call 408 -453 -6200 and mention you are an "MMOC Cioppino Feed Attendee"  

 
The flyer is out with all of the information. Return your registration coupon to guarantee your 
seating ð including the much co veted ñTables of 8ò where you can assure seating with all of 
your fellow department comrades.  
 
For information, visit MMOC website at < www.mmoc.org >  
 
Rich Bailey <OneMrRich@aol.co m>  
Kim Wirht <flybabyk@aol.com>  
 
 

HOW SJPD FINGERED THE FINGER -IN -THE-WENDYôS-CHILI CAPER  
 

 
 

Feb. 1st  

Bill,  
 
I saw Bob Beamsô inquiry about the infamous Finger-in -the -Chili case and will be glad to 
share what I recall. Iôve tried to keep it short, but it was hard to leave anything out.  
 
The saga of the Finger in the Chili began on March 22, 2005 when a woman named Anna 
Ayala claimed she found a severed finger in her chili in a San Jose Wendyôs. The case was first 
investigated by health authorities as an industrial accident - fo od contamination incident. That 
was until our PD met with Joseph Desmond, the imposing and stalwart owner of the affected 
Chiliôs restaurant. He was convinced the incident was not accidental, and out of principle, 

http://www.mmoc.org/
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sought a criminal investigation, even thou gh Wendyôs corporate wanted the matter to go 
away. Desmond convinced us, so along with D/C Ruben Guizar, Lt. Stan Faulwetter and his 
able Financial Crimes Unit detectives, we launched an unforgettable criminal investigation. 
The team of investigators inclu ded Sgt. Luu Pham and Officers Fred Mills, Mike Epp, Jose 
Martinez, Albert Morales and Norene Marinelli.  
 
The key to the case was determining the origin of the severed finger (actually about one -third 
of a maleôs index finger}. County officials initially described it as a female finger due to the 
long nail. State health officials traced every ingredient in the contaminated chili to their 
source and no finger amputations had occurred during the processing of the meat or 
vegetables. No fingerprint matches to  the specimen were found.  
Concurrently, we discovered that Anna Ayala had been involved in some shaky civil suits. As 
the case evolved against her, Ayalaôs civil attorney backed out of the civil suit against 
Wendyôs. At one point, I conveyed at a press conference that the contamination was a ñhoax,ò 
but we still had a crime to prove.  
 
Much of our investigation took place in Las Vegas, where Stan and our team of ace detectives 
repeatedly flew to conduct interviews and serve search warrants. The Las Vegas Me tropolitan 
PD was extremely generous with their assistance and resources, especially the colorful old 
school Vegas Fraud Commander Lt. Steve ñWhiteyò Franks.    
 
Wendyôs Corporation said they were losing $1 million per day worldwide, and were happy to 
esta blish a $50,000 reward for information leading to the origin of the finger, and even paid 
to staff a private call center ï which was administered by the private investigation firm of 
Steve Ronco and Ken Pitts.   We received many interesting leads, but none that were fruitful.  
 
An informant close to Ayalaôs family in Las Vegas disclosed that the fingertip was possibly 
obtained in Mexico, so we had the reward money advertised throughout Mexico, but again, no 
valuable leads.   
 
The case was starting to lag, but  our break came when we found that Annaôs husband, Jaime 
Placencia, was delinquent on $500,000 in child support, and we obtained an arrest warrant 
for him. I believe the bail was the same amount of the past due child support ï a nice touch. 
It was very unu sual for the DAôs Office to issue on a child support case and we were very 
appreciative.  
 
Placenciaôs subsequent arrest was publicized in the Las Vegas news media due to his 
connection to Anna. Placenciaôs employer saw the coverage and notified us that the index 
finger in question was severed during the operation of an asphalt processing machine. We 
later found that after medical treatment, the injured employee, an affable goofball named 
Brian Rossiter, brought the severed fingertip to a job site to show i t off to his co -workers. 
Rossiter traded the trophy to Placencia in exchange for canceling a $100 debt.   
 
With fingertip in hand, the creative duo of Ayala and Placencia then concocted their fraud 
scheme, cooked the fingertip, and drove to San Jose and se lected Wendyôs for their target. No 
doubt, they were anticipating a quick settlement from Wendyôs ï but they had not counted on 
the resolute Mr. Desmond, the Wendyôs franchise owner.  
 
Our Latent Fingerprint Unit matched the print of the severed fingertip to the injured asphalt 
worker, and overnight, our County Crime Lab matched his DNA. We held a huge press 
conference the following day, and Chief Rob Davis told the hordes of media present that the 
ñgig was up.ò 



 
Both Anna and her husband were convicted and  received 9 and 12 year sentences, 
respectively. Rossiter was not charged. Wendyôs Corporation donated $50,000 to SJPD, which 
was presented to Chief Davis and me at a convention in Las Vegas. The $50,000 in reward 
money was split between the asphalt compan y owner and a key Las Vegas witness ï a broke 
single mom who was delighted. Mr. Desmond hosted the investigative team and other city 
officials at his sprawling Central Valley walnut ranch to show his appreciation ï it was a great 
day.   
 
This all occurred shortly before my retirement and working alongside Ruben, Stan, and our 
fine detectives and the many other professionals who helped solve the case was a great way 
to close out my career.  
 
Dave Keneller <keneller@aol. com>                            
 
 

SHE MAY BE THE MOST FIT POLICE CHIEF IN THE BAY AREA  

 
Diane Urban has come a long way from her days as a San Jose cop who rose to the rank of 
acting Assistant Chief before accepting the Top Copôs job for the city of Hayward. The photo 
below that was posted on the San Jose copsô Facebook page by retired Sr. PSD Rebecca 
Lorente caught our eye because it shows a side of Diane that not a lot of people see. She was 
briefly featured on the ñSpot Me Girlò website which can be accessed by clicking HERE, then 
scrolling down.  
 
(You are doing an outstanding job in Hayward by all accounts, Diane. Your friends and former 
coworkers at the SJPD are very proud of your success.)  

 
 
For more about Dianeôs background, clicking on THIS  link will take you to a June 2011 
Mercury News story about her trading her No. 2 badge in San Jose for the No. 1 badge in 
Hayward.  

mailto:keneller@aol.com
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WOUNDED WARRIORS PROJECT UNDER FIRE BY THE NEW YORK TIMES  
 

 
 

Veterans participate in a Soldier Ride on Jan. 8 in Marathon,  

Fla. The Wounded Warrior Project program provides adapted  

equipment for injured veterans to cycle together.  

 
Anyone who watches cable TV is aware of the Wound Warrior Project, a charity that takes in 
millions of dollars a year. But with success and growth comes criticism, not the least of which 
is the $473,000 in compensation that Steve Nardizzi receives as the organizationôs CEO. 



Following are the first ten paragraphs of a comprehensive story about the charity. At the 
bottom is a link you can click on shou ld you want to read the article in full.  

Wounded Warrior Project Spends Lavishly on Itself, Insiders Say  
 

By Dave Philipppsjan  

New York Times ð Jan. 27, 2016  

 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. ð In 2014, after 10 years of rapid growth, the Wounded Warrior Project 
flew its roughly 500 employees to Colorado Springs for an ñall handsò meeting at the five-star 
Broadmoor hotel.  
 
They were celebrating their biggest year yet: $225 million raised and a work force that had 
nearly doubled. On the opening night, before three days of strategy sessions and team -
building field trips, the staff gathered in the hotel courtyard. Suddenly, a spotlight focused on 
a 10 -story bell tower where the chief executive, Steven Nardizzi, stepped off the edge and 
rappelled toward the cheering crowd.  
 
That evening is emblematic of the polished and well - financed image cultivated by the 
Wounded Warrior Project, the countryôs largest and fastest-growing veterans charity.  
 
Since its inception in 2003 as a basement operation handing out backpacks to wounded  
veterans, the charity has evolved into a fund -raising giant, taking in more than $372 million 
in 2015 ð largely through small donations from people over 65.  
 
Today, the charity has 22 locations offering programs to help veterans readjust to society, 
atten d school, find work and participate in athletics. It contributes millions to smaller 
veterans groups. And it has become a brand name, its logo emblazoned on sneakers, paper 
towel packs and television commercials that run dozens of times.  
 
But in its swift rise, it has also embraced aggressive styles of fund -raising, marketing and 
personnel management that have many current and former employees questioning whether it 
has drifted from its mission.  
 
It has spent millions a year on travel, dinners, hotels and c onferences that often seemed more 
lavish than appropriate, more than four dozen current and former employees said in 
interviews. Former workers recounted buying business -class seats and regularly jetting 
around the country for minor meetings, or staying in  $500 -per -night hotel rooms.  
 
The organization has also spent hundreds of thousands of dollars in recent years on public 
relations and lobbying campaigns to deflect criticism of its spending and to fight legislative 
efforts to restrict how much nonprofits spend on overhead.  
 
About 40 percent of the organizationôs donations in 2014 were spent on its overhead, or 
about $124 million, according to the charity -rating group Charity Navigator. While that 
percentage, which includes administrative expenses and marke ting costs, is not as much as 
for some groups, it is far more than for many veterans charities, including the Semper Fi 
Fund, a wounded -veterans group that spent about 8 percent of donations on overhead. As a 
result, some philanthropic watchdog groups have  criticized the Wounded Warrior Project for 
spending too heavily on itself.  
 
Some of its own employees have criticized it, too. William Chick, a former supervisor, spent 



five years with the Wounded Warrior Project. ñIt slowly had less focus on veterans and more 
on raising money and protecting the organization,ò he said. 

Click HERE to read the full article.  

 
 

AND THEN IT IS WINTER  
 

Submitted by Carm Grande  

 
You know, time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the passing years.  
 
It seems just yesterday that I was young, just married and embarking on my new life with my 
mate. Yet in a way, it seems  like eons ago, and I wonder where all the years went. I know 
that I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it was back then and of all my hopes and dreams. 
But, here I am in the winter of my life and it catches me by surprise. How did I get here so 
fast? Where did the years go and where did my youth go?  
 
I remember well seeing older people through the years and thinking that those older people 
were years away from me, and that winter was so far off that I could not fathom it or imagine 
fully what it would be like. But, here it is: my friends are retired and getting grey; they move 
slower and I see an older person now. Some are in better and some worse shape than me but, 
I see the great change. Not like the ones that I remember who were young and vibrant but , 
like me, their age is beginning to show, and we are now those older folks that we used to see 
and never thought we'd be.  
 
Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real target for the day! And taking a nap is 
not a treat anymore, it's mandator y! óCause if I don't on my own free will, I just fall asleep 
where I sit!  
 
And so, now I enter into this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and pains and 
the loss of strength and ability to go and do things that I wish I had done but never did!  
 
But at least I know that though the winter has come, and I'm not sure how long it will last, 
this I know: that when it's over on this earth, it's NOT over. A new adventure will begin!  
 
Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I hadn't done, thing s I should have done, and 
indeed, there are many things I'm happy to have done. It's all in a lifetime.  
 
So, if you're not in your winter yet, let me remind you that it will be here faster than you 
think. So, whatever you would like to accomplish in your l ife please do it quickly! Don't put 
things off too long!   Life goes by quickly. So, do what you can today, as you can never be sure 
whether this is your winter or not!  
 
You have no promise that you will see all the seasons of your life, so live for today a nd say all 
the things that you want your loved ones to remember and  
hope that they appreciate and love you for all the things that you have done for them in all 
the years past!  
  
"Life" is a gift to you. The way you live your life is your gift to those who  come after. Make it a 
fantastic one.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/28/us/wounded-warrior-project-spends-lavishly-on-itself-ex-employees-say.html?partner=msft_msn&_r=0


 
Remember, it is health that is real wealth and not pieces of gold and silver. Today is the oldest 
you have ever been, yet the youngest you will ever be, so enjoy it while it lasts.  
 

THE BEST OF THE LATE NITE JOKES  
 

Jan. 20 ð Feb. 2  

(Catching up from last week due to our hard drive crash)  
 

 

Jan. 20: Yesterday in Iowa, Sarah Palin gave a 20 -minute speech to endorse Donald Trump 
for president, while Trump stood off to the side. Palin described Trump as a great leader, 
while  Trump described being quiet for 20 minutes as the most painful experience of his life.  
 
Jeb Bush was talking about the Obamas yesterday and mispronounced their daughter Malia's 
name, and it sounded like he said ñMalala.ò Then his brother George was like, "Heh ð looks 
like the student has become the mustard!ò 
 
A new study found that the amount of man -made heat that's absorbed by the ocean has 
doubled since 1997. The main source of that heat? That kid who's waist deep at the beach 
with that weird smile on hi s face.  
 
Jan. 21: We have Republican presidential candidate Marco Rubio on the show tonight! To 
make sure Marco feels comfortable during the interview, we have five other guys who'll 
interrupt him every time he talks.  
 
At a Donald Trump rally in Oklahoma, Sarah Palin called President Obama a ñweak-kneed 
capitulator in chief." When asked if she knows what a capitulator is, she said, "Of course I do 
ð it's one of those worms that turns into a butterfly!"  
 
Bernie Sanders' son calls his dad ñthe Bernster.ò While Jeb Bush's son calls him ñmy mom's 
friend Jeb.ò 
 
Of course the other big story right now is Winter Storm Jonas, which could drop over two feet 
of snow on parts of the Northeast. Meteorologists say Winter Storm Jonas wasn't that strong 
until it left its b rothers, Joe and Kevin.  
 
Jennifer Lawrence is set to star in a biopic about a spy who became Fidel Castro's lover in the 
late 50s. I won't spoil why they broke up ð but let's just say he had a bit of a ñCuban missile 
crisis.ò 
 
Jan. 22: The Iowa caucuses ar e coming up and yesterday, Lindsey Graham criticized Donald 
Trump and Ted Cruz and said choosing between them is like having to choose between being 
shot or poisoned.  
 
Graham said supporting Jeb Bush is like choosing to be slowly suffocated by an expensive  
pillow.  
 
A researcher found lyrics to a song that Woody Guthrie wrote over 50 years ago about Donald 



Trump's father, Fred Trump. I believe it was called, this land is my land and this land is my 
land, and this land is also my land.  
 
Donald was like, big d eal --  Pink Floyd did an entire album about me called "The Wall," and I 
made them pay for it.  
 
Experts at this week's world economic forum said that in the future, cell phones will likely be 
tiny computer chips implanted in our brains. Great, now I have to  worry about leaving my 
brain in the couch.  
 
Samsung has a new washing machine that can connect to your smartphone and send you 
updates about your laundry. They say it's perfect for people who are either extremely busy or 
have nothing else going on.  
 
Jan. 25: We got over 2 feet of snow here in New York City, and more than 11,000 flights were 
canceled because of the blizzard. In fact, there's so many people waiting around at the 
airport, they had to open a Chili's Three.  
 
The blizzard also caused power outag es all over the place. In fact, they had blackouts in New 
Jersey, North Carolina, and the Oscars.  
 
That's right, the Broncos beat the Patriots to win the AFC Championship last night. Tom Brady 
was sacked four times. Brady was hit so hard, a kid in the stan ds actually caught one of his 
Uggs.  
 
Shonda Rhimes is set to executive produce a show on ABC that picks up at the end of 
Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet." So I guess no one at ABC read the end of "Romeo and 
Juliet."  
 
An Australian company has developed a n ew pair of smart yoga pants that vibrate when you 
hold a yoga pose correctly. One man got a pair for his wife, and he hasn't seen her since.  
 
Jan. 26: Weôre one week away from the Iowa caucuses and all the candidates are doing 
whatever they can to appeal t o voters. Donald Trump even went to a church service in Iowa 
over the weekend. You can tell he doesn't go to church much because he was like, "I really 
like the part where they passed me the basket of free money."  
 
Last night CNN hosted a Democratic forum where Hillary Clinton said that if she's elected she 
wants to work together with Republicans and even said she'd give them all bear hugs. By 
bear hugs she means like the ones you saw in "The Revenant."  
 
A Canadian engineer designed a plane that can fly pas sengers from New York to London in 11 
minutes using a new technology called LPM or long penetration mode. I'm not sure which 
airline will buy the plane, but I think we can rule out Virgin.  
 
Jan. 27: Donald Trump announced that he's not going to participate  in the Fox News debate 
tomorrow night. The other candidates are really excited to present their views in a serious, 
yet respectful manner ð which means they haven't been told that nobody is going to watch 
this one.  
 
Trump said that he's not going to the F ox News debate, because moderator Megyn Kelly is 
biased against him. And Trump has a right to be scared, because usually when a younger, 



attractive woman disagrees with him, she ends up taking half his stuff.  
 
Remember the kid whose parents said he floated  away in a balloon as a hoax in 2009? Well, 
Balloon Boy has officially endorsed Donald Trump for president. He was like, ñWhat can I say, 
I'm prone to getting carried away by hot air.ò 
 
At a town hall in Iowa, a voter asked Hillary Clinton how her views al ign with the Ten 
Commandments, and she said that "in many areas judgment should be left to God." Then God 
was like, ñOK. You really shouldn't have deleted all those emails." 

 
 
Jan. 20: Jeb Bush mistakenly referred to President Obamaôs daughter Malia as "Malala." When 
Jeb Bush apologized for his mistake, Malia said, "Don 't worry about it, Jethbo."  
 
Last night, C -SPAN aired a debate in New Hampshire among 23 "fringe presidential 
candidates." The fringe candidates included a Libertarian, a white supremacist, and Jeb Bush.  
 
Critics are calling Sarah Palinôs endorsement speech of Donald Trump "bizarre," 
"meandering," and "mystifying." In other words, sheôs still got it. 
 
Today, the Dow ended down 249 points. Iôm sorry, did I say the Dow? I meant the Lakers. 
 
Netflix announced it will be raising its price for previous discount subscribers. Not only that, 
Netflix will add a $5 surcharge for every time you "chill."  
 
A new poll shows that, in Florida, Donald Trump has the support of nearly 50 percent of 
Republican voters. However, since itôs Florida, at least 25 percent of those voters probably 
wonôt make it till Election Day. 
 
Jan. 21: Rapper Will.i.am is supporting Hillary Clinton for president, whereas rapper Killer 
Mike said he endorses Bernie Sanders. When told all of this, Sanders said, "What the hell are 
you talking about?"  
 
In an interview, tennis champ Andre Agassi admitted that he spent his entire career playing 
without underwear. Which, it turns out, is very confusing to the ball boys.  
 
Donald Trumpôs supporters are now being called "Trumpeters." And Jeb Bushôs supporters are 
being called "clinically depressed."  
 
After Sarah Palin's rambling endorsement of Donald Trump, she failed to show up at a Trump 
campaign event. Palin apologized and said, "I was fresh out of nonsense."  
 
Tea party Senator Ted Cruz claims he currently d oes not have health insurance. Man, this guy 
will say anything to prove heôs not Canadian. 
 
A surgeon announced that he successfully transplanted a monkeyôs head onto a different 
monkeyôs body. The monkey immediately endorsed Donald Trump. 
 
Jan. 26: Califo rnia police are on the fourth day of a manhunt for three escaped convicts. The 



dangerous sociopaths are believed to be headed to Iowa so they can vote for Donald Trump.  
 
Officials in California are looking for thieves who stole nearly $50,000 worth of bull  semen. 
Sounds like someoneôs getting ready to have a pretty crazy Super Bowl party. 
 
Ben of Ben & Jerryôs has come out with an ice cream inspired by Bernie Sanders. A carton 
costs $3.99 but when you include tax, itôs $200 million. 
 
Ted Cruz has been joine d on the campaign trail by former candidate Gov. Rick Perry. So in 
other words, Ted Cruz is the No. 1 choice of the guy who was nobodyôs choice. 
 
A rare white giraffe has been spotted in Africa. The white giraffe was immediately captured 
and nominated for an Oscar.  
 
Amherst College has decided to get rid of its mascot, Lord Jeff, because Jeffery Amherst 
famously gave smallpox -infected blankets to Native Americans. Amherstôs new mascot is 
Chipotle.  
 
In Alabama, a dog completed a half marathon. After being co ngratulated the dog said, "What 
the hell are you talking about? I was chasing a car."  
 
Jan. 27: Chipotle is now being accused of gender discrimination. A spokesperson for Chipotle 
said, "Thatôs not true, we serve both E. coli and She. coli." 
 
People are ve ry upset because in a new movie Michael Jackson is going to be played by a 
British white man. The producers said, "We didnôt want to cast a white man, but weôd like to 
get nominated for an Oscar."  
 
An analyst for Time magazine says the key to the survival of the Republican Party is bringing 
in young women. When told this, Bill Clinton said, "Hey man, thatôs the key to every party." 
 
In New Hampshire, somebody broke into Rand Paulôs campaign headquarters. Police became 
suspicious when they noticed someone in  Rand Paulôs campaign headquarters. 
 
Last night, Ted Cruz challenged Donald Trump to debate him "mano a mano." In response, 
Trump said, "See, heôs not from this country." 
 
Chase bank ATMs are getting a new feature that will allow customers to withdraw cash  
without using a card. The feature is called "a crowbar."  
 
Gisele Bundchen shared a picture of Tom Brady after he lost the NFL playoffs. It was a 
heartbreaking photograph of a handsome man being consoled by a Brazilian supermodel.  
 
Ben of Ben & Jerryôs is coming out with an ice cream for Bernie Sanders called "Bernieôs 
Yearning." Itôs selling a lot better than Jerryôs ice cream for Hillary, "Pantsuit Email Crunch." 
 
Jan. 28: Donald Trump said his war with Fox News is Christian because itôs "an eye for an 
eye." When told the actual quote from the New Testament is "turn the other cheek," Trump 
said, "Hey, no gay stuff."  
 
Huge Republican debate tonight, and the big story is Donald Trump refuses to participate. He 
looked at the other candidates and said "these g uys are crazy."  



 
Mike Huckabee has released a campaign video where he parodies Adeleôs song "Hello." And 
just like Adele, we only hear from Mike Huckabee every four years.  
 
Nearly 70 percent of Americans said a Trump presidency would make them "anxious." A nd 30 
percent said a Trump presidency would make them "Canadian."  
 
Today, Leonardo DiCaprio met with Pope Francis. In terms of number of sexual partners, 
those two are known as "the spectrum"  
 
A lot of people are upset because in a new movie, Michael Jacks on will be played by British 
white actor Joseph Fiennes. Theyôre also not thrilled about the new James Brown biopic 
starring Benedict Cumberbatch.  
 
Feb. 1: Today is the Iowa Caucus and tomorrow is Groundhog Day. Thatôs the day the 
groundhog peeks out of th e hole, sees Trump has won Iowa, and burrows to Canada.  
 
Taco Bell has a new Super Bowl deal where people can order a mystery food item. Today, the 
CEO of Arby's said, "Hey, weôve been giving out mystery food since day one." 
 
Today is the first day of Blac k History Month. And when you think about it -  what better way 
to celebrate Black History Month than with a caucus in Iowa.  
 
Analysts say that for Bernie Sanders to win he needs college students to show up at the polls. 
Which explains Sanders' new campaign  slogan: "Iôve Got Pizza!" 
 
New Barbies will come in different sizes and with more realistic body types. Not only that, the 
new Ken dolls come with beer googles.  
 
President Obama is planning to visit a U.S. mosque for his first time as president. When aske d 
why, Obama said, "I wanted to go to the one place in America where I wonôt see Donald 
Trump."  
 
Bernie Sanders said if he beats Hillary Clinton in Iowa, it will be, "one of the biggest political 
upsets in the modern history of our country." It's true, not hing like it has happened since the 
last time Hillary Clinton ran in Iowa.  
 
Feb. 2: The Bernie Sanders campaign is demanding proof that Hillary Clinton beat him in 
yesterdayôs Iowa caucus. Today Hillary said, "Sure, let me check my server." 
 
Bernie Sanders  lost the Iowa Caucus by .03%. In other words, Bernie would have won if six 
stoners had managed to get off the couch.  
 
McDonaldôs now has a special kind of Happy Meal that comes with a book instead of a toy. 
The book is called, "D is for Diabetes."  
 
Donald  Trump lost the Iowa Caucus. Trump blamed the media, bad weather, and Iowaôs three 
Muslims.  
 
New Barbies will come in a variety of body sizes including "tall," "petite," and "curvy." 
However, due to some controversy, the company has decided not to make "Bo otylicious 
Barbie."  



 
After his disappointing showing among Evangelicals, Mike Huckabee dropped out of the race. 
Huckabee said, "On the bright side, now I can stop going to church."  
 
A member of Marco Rubioôs inner circle said his boss benefited from the Trump -Cruz fight 
because, "Marco is everyoneôs second choice." That explains Rubioôs new campaign slogan, 
"Iôm the Least Worst." 

 
 
Feb. 2: In last night's Iowa caucus, Ted Cruz won first place and gave a 32 -minute speech. To 
be fair, 31 of those minutes were just people shouting "Really? Him?! This guy? We're going 
with th is guy? We're kidding! I did it as a joke!"  
 
Ted Cruz's victory last night raises a lot of questions, like one: "Can he keep this momentum 
going into New Hampshire?" And two: "Just how much does it cost to move to Canada?"  
 
People have unearthed a tweet fr om 2013 where Donald Trump tweeted: "Nobody 
remembers who came in second." Famously said by Walter Hagen. And if anyone can tell you 
who won't be remembered, it's Walter Hagen. Donald Trump really has egg on his face now 
which pairs nicely with the hash br owns on the top of his head.  

 
 
Jan. 20: The ñbest countriesò report was released at the World Economic Forum in 
Switzerland today. According to them, the best country in the world is Germany. Although at 
first Steve Harvey said Colombia and everyone got excited.  
 
Germany came in first, Canada was second, the United Kingd om third, the United States 
fourth. When Donald Trump finds out about this, he's going to sell a lot more hats, that's for 
sure.  
 
According to a new report, emails on the private server Hillary used when she was secretary 
of state did indeed have classifie d information in them. This was described as above top 
secret stuff. Which I didn't know there was an above top secret. You think top would be top. 
But I guess it's like ñAmerica's Top Model,ò they're not really top. 
 
Bernie Sanders is having a very good w eek. He doesn't know how to use email so that's not a 
problem.  
 
Sanders is leading Hillary Clinton in New Hampshire by 27 points. Bernie is very well liked 
among Democratic voters. Among those likely to vote in the primary, his favorability rating is 
91 pe rcent ð that is incredibly high. As are many of his supporters.  
 
Jan. 21: The Weather Channel is calling this winter storm Jonas. They say it will be a historic 
storm that could wreak havoc across the mid -Atlantic. Usually when a Jonas wreaks havoc it's 
because Nick Jonas released a photo on Instagram.  
 



Jeb tweeted today that if Donald Trump is the nominee, Hillary Clinton will be elected 
president and we can't let that happen. Jeb is painting himself as the only candidate who can 
beat Hillary. Meanwhile hi s brother George is at home painting portraits of his dog.  
 
Jan. 25: A lot of people got stranded over the weekend and flights were canceled. There was 
more than 2 feet of snow in Washington, D.C., and New York. All nonessential federal workers 
in Washingt on, D.C., were told to stay home today. How do you know if you're nonessential? 
Do they call you? ñSteve, I have some good news and some bad news. Good news is you have 
the day off today. Bad news, you're worthless.ò  

Did you watch the football games yeste rday in the match -up for Super Bowl 50? It's the guy 
from the Under Armour commercials against the guy from the Papa John's commercials.  

In Elkmont, Alabama, last weekend a dog got loose and ended up on a half marathon. The dog 
saw all the people and just started running with them. She did well. She finished seventh 
place. She would have finished higher if she hadn't stopped every once in a while to sniff 
everyone's butts.  

Jan. 26: U.S. News & World Report today released their annual list of the Best Jobs for 2016. 
The two best jobs are orthodontist and dentist. I've always considered the best job to be the 
one where you don't have to put your hand in other people's mouths.  
 
Four out of five dentists agreed with the list. The fifth dentist was that same jer k who 
disagrees with everything.  
 
The best part of an orthodontist's job is when she asks you how your holidays were while 
you're gagging on half a pound of cotton.  
 
Really the best job in America is to be born a Kardashian.  
 
The last job on the list this year, the least desirable job for 2016? Bill Cosby's publicist.  
 
Being president of the United States did not make the list though it seems to be a job people 
really, really want.  
 
The Iowa caucuses are less than a week away. Then after that the candidates  can go back to 
ignoring Iowa completely.  
 
We give so much attention to who Iowa picks. Since 1980 the Iowa Caucus has predicted the 
Republican nominee incorrectly four times. They only got it right twice. You get better odds 
when you have a zoo animal pre dict the winner of the Super Bowl than these Iowa caucuses.  
 
On CNN last night they had what they call a town hall meeting where the Democratic 
candidates try to woo the Iowa voters. The only clear winner of this debate -slash -meeting 
was the farmer who got  $30,000 to let CNN park the satellite trucks in his corn field.  
 
Someone asked Hillary who her favorite president was, and she said ð with apologies to 
President Obama ð ñMy husband, Bill. My favorite is Abraham Lincoln.ò And then Bernie 
Sanders said, "Se nator, I knew Abraham Lincoln. Abraham Lincoln was a friend of mine. And 
you, ma'am, are no Abraham Lincoln!"  
 
Martin O'Malley, who for some reason is still under the impression he's running for president, 



got some good shots in, but this was his big momen t. During the Q&A portion he said, ñI can't 
just sit here. I have to take off my jacket and stand up!ò And he rolled up his sleeves and 
showed off his body. It's like ñMagic Martin.ò 
 
Jan. 27: Donald Trump is refusing to take part in the debate on Fox News  tomorrow night 
because Megyn Kelly, one of the moderators there, is someone he does not like. This morning 
he tweeted, ñI refuse to call Megyn Kelly a bimbo because that would not be politically 
correct. Instead I will only call her a lightweight reporter .ò 
 
He said that at 5:45 a.m. You have to hand it to him, Trump insults more women by 6:00 a.m. 
than most people do all year.  
 
The reason that he doesn't like her is he claims Megyn Kelly is unfair, which makes sense. Fox 
News has a long and dark history o f being unfair to Republicans.  
 
When did the Republican race for president turn into "The Real Housewives?"  
 
I have to believe Jeb Bush is excited. It's like when the bully stays home sick from school, you 
get one day of not getting beat up.  
 
Jan. 28: Earl ier tonight on Fox News was the Republican presidential debate without Donald 
Trump, which is kind of like Corn Flakes without the milk.  
 
Trump refused to appear in the debate because of a dispute he's having with Fox News and 
one of their hosts, Megyn Kel ly. He's had a problem with Megyn Kelly ever since she followed 
him back to his cottage in the woods and found out his real name is Trumpelstiltskin.  
 
If this were WWE, Donald Trump would have shown up in Iowa tonight with a mask and a 
folding chair and st arted beating everyone over the head.  
 
Trump got a major endorsement this week from the reverend Jerry Falwell Jr. It does seem 
strange that a Christian leader would endorse a candidate who's kind of a poster child for the 
seven deadly sins: Pride, greed, lust, envy, gluttony, wrath, and sloth. Which in this case --  Is 
living on his head.  
 
On the Democratic side, Bernie Sanders is acting a little Donald Trump -y and said he wants 
more debates but not on Hillary Clinton's terms, he wants them on his own terms , specifically 
two hours long with a half -hour break in the middle so he can watch "Wheel of Fortune."  
 
According to a new government report, more Americans are living to be 100 years old and 
older than ever. Which is scary because it means we could have 9 0 more years of Justin 
Bieber.  
 
Feb. 1: The Iowa caucuses are an important part of our election process. There are a few key 
differences between a caucus and a primary election. First one is, no one knows what a 
caucus is or how it works.  
 
We tape our show  before the results are in so we don't know who won either primary yet. All 
we do know is that Jeb Bush lost.  
 
Jeb Bush hasn't done a good job of marketing himself. First mistake was to eliminate the 
word Bush, the slogan was Jeb! Exclamation point, which is not a slogan, it's his name 



business upbeat punctuation.  
 
Then "Jeb can fix it" which sounds like a local roto rooter or someone's uncle's YouTube 
channel.  
 
Feb. 2: Punxsutawney Phil did not see his shadow this morning, which means one of two 
things. Ei ther spring will come early this year or Punxsutawney Phil is a vampire.  
 
The National Chicken Council has released something called the wing report in which they 
estimate that Americans will eat a record 1.3 billion chicken wings during the Super Bowl thi s 
year. I'd like to imagine a group of chickens gathered around a conference table making 
decisions about things.  
 
I wonder if Turkeys are secretly happy about all the chicken wings we eat on super bowl 
Sunday. They're like, yeah, that's how we feel on Tha nksgiving.  
 
Last night was caucus night in Iowa and Ted Cruz was the winner on the Republican side with 
28 percent of the vote. Donald Trump came in second with 24 percent, and Marco Rubio is 
right behind him with 23 percent. Third is pretty good consideri ng the fact that most Iowa 
voters think that Marco Rubio is a game you play in the swimming pool.  

 
 
Jan. 20: Jeb Bush misspoke during a campaign event yesterday and mistakenly called 
President Obamaôs daughter "Malala" instead of Malia. And THEN, when he tried to say 
Sashaôs name, it came out ñI donôt want to run for president anymore.ò 
 
Senator Lindsey Graham said this week that Donald Trump is the ñmost unelectableò 
Republican he has seen in his lifetime. Then he walked by a mirror and said ñwhoops, never 
mind.ò 
 
According to a new report, by 2050, the worldôs oceans will contain more plastic trash than 
fish. So the next time you get dumped, remember: Thereôs plenty of trash in the sea.  
 
A Florida man has been arrested for stealing a $1,500 dog from a pet store and trading it for 
crack. On the plus side, we finally have an answer to the question: How much is that doggie in 
the window?  
 
Fast - food chain White Castle ann ounced this week that they will be offering dinner 
reservations for Valentineôs Day. Itôs the perfect way to tell the person you love that you 
donôt. 
 
Jan. 21: Donald Trump said today that he didnôt expect Sarah Palin to speak for ñquite that 
longò during her rambling endorsement speech earlier this week. She did speak for over 20 
minutes, but remember, for Sarah Palin, thatôs only three sentences. 
 
Music icon Cher said recently, ñDonald Trump canôt come up with a hairstyle that looks 
human, how can he come  up with a plan to defeat ISIS?ò So if youôre looking for a plan to 
defeat ISIS, I wouldnôt count on Cher either. 
 



A recent poll found that 10 percent of college graduates think Judge Judy once served on the 
Supreme Court. To be fair, itôs the same 10 percent that think Justice Antonin Scalia is the 
Cake Boss.  
 
The Los Angeles Public Library has announced that it will forgive late fees for borrowers if 
they turn in their overdue books within the first two weeks of February. Said library card 
holders, ñWe died years ago.ò 
 
Jan. 25: This weekend's snowstorm Jonas dumped almost 27 inches of snow on New York City 
ð and it's still not the whitest thing named Jonas.  
 
The latest CBS poll has Bernie Sanders beating Hillary Clinton by 1 percent in Iowa, though 
anothe r poll has Hillary beating Bernie Sanders with a folding chair.  
 
Hillary Clinton said yesterday that she feels great about her chances to be the Democratic 
nominee and Bill Clinton said, ñHillary, it's 3:30 in the morning. Go back to sleep." 
 
Now in fairne ss he was just talking about the loyalty of his supporters ð though it doesn't 
sound like he was complimenting the loyalty of his supporters.  
 
One thing's for sure, if Donald Trump started shooting people on Fifth Avenue he wouldn't hit 
any Trump supporter s. They're not going to Saks, they're over in Times Square at the M&M 
store.  
 
Jan. 26: Democrats held a presidential forum last night on CNN where candidates were 
interviewed individually. Candidates were asked questions like, "What would you do about 
the wage gap?" "Do you plan to raise taxes?" And, "How did you get in here?"  
 
Donald Trump said this morning during an interview that Ted Cruz "looks like a jerk." And 
claimed that Cruz has no friends in Congress and is usually standing all by himself. So is h e 
running for president or leader of the Plastics?  
 
Donald Trump said that Ted Cruz is a liar who looks like a jerk. Not to be confused with 
Trump, who is a jerk who looks like a liar.  
 
A matador in Spain is under investigation after a video surfaced of hi m bullfighting while 
holding his 5 -month -old baby girl in his arms. But to be fair, it was Take Your Daughter to 
Work Day.  
 
Jennifer Lopez started her Las Vegas residency at Planet Hollywood last week and this 
weekend accidentally split her pants during a performance. And the weirdest part was when 
she split her pants, Lenny Kravitz popped out.  
 
Jan. 27: Donald Trumpôs campaign released a statement announcing he will boycott 
tomorrowôs debate, saying, ñRoger Ailes and Fox News think they can toy with him, but Mr. 
Trump doesnôt play games.ò A statement that would carry a lot more weight if Trump hadnôt 
LITERALLY hosted a game show.  
 
Dr. Ben Carson said today that although Donald Trump has announced he will boycott the 
debate, Carson ñwouldnôt be surprised if he did show up.ò Then again, itôs Ben Carson. He 
wouldnôt be surprised if he was licked awake in the morning by a unicorn. 
 



A recent poll found that Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton have the most recognizable faces of 
the 2016 campaign. While Mike Huckabee  and Chris Christie just have the most face.  
 
The advocacy group One Million Moms has called for a boycott of the new Fox show "Lucifer" 
because they believe the series "glorifies Satan," and is complaining to the showôs main 
sponsor, Olive Garden. Wait, O live Garden sponsors Lucifer? I always assumed it was the 
other way around.  

 
 
Jan. 21: A new study from Cambridge University says that according to their calculations, 
Spiderman should not be able to climb walls. I think they're the ones who tried to warn us 
Spiderman could not be a Broadway show. But ... we didn't list en!  
 
No wall -climbing? That's one of the main things he does! Without that, he just shoots goo and 
is radioactively guilty about his uncle.  
 
According to the study, the largest animal capable of wall climbing is the gecko. And I'm not 
sure if Kirsten Dunst  wants to kiss one of those upside down.  
 
Jan. 25: Winter storm Jonas slammed the East Coast, some places got up to 3 feet of snow, 
and more than 12,000 flights were canceled. So for the airlines, it was business as usual.  
 
After a really warm December, th is was kind of a relief. Climate change has not ended winter, 
it just packed the whole damn thing into one weekend.  
 
All weekend I put on my top -notch winter gear: pajamas. They were plenty waterproof 
because I did not leave the house or take a shower. I d id get up early on Sunday to do some 
shoveling of pancakes into my mouth.  
 
Thereôs a little heart app on your phone to tell you how much you moved for the day and I 
have been using that lately. It tracks the number of steps you take in a day. You are suppo sed 
to get something like 10,000 in a day and I'm usually pretty close. Here's Friday: Almost 9,000 
steps, not bad. Here's Saturday: 20 steps.  
 
 

WEEKLY SNOPES URBAN LEGEND UPDATE  
 

 
 

Click HERE for the most current update.  
 

 

http://www.snopes.com/category/snopes/facts/


  
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
With the Bay Area going crazy over the upcoming Supe r Bowl ð and with apologies to Bill 
Leavyôs post Police & Fire career ð here is the latest installment of a "Bad Lip Reading of the 
NFL." THIS  is Part I; Part II hasnôt yet been posted. (4:08)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Hereôs a sneak peek at one of the Super Bowl commercials that are costing bookoo bucks for a 
60 -second spot. Think of THIS  next time you reach for a Heinz product from the grocery store 
shelf. (1:00)  

 
 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Are you guys as good as you once were? Thatôs the question Toby Keith deals with in THIS  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-kGosnzvjU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNN9nL2vppM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldQrapQ4d0Y&app=desktop


number tha t went viral a half dozen years ago and appears to be making the rounds again. 
With nearly 27 million views, it is definitely worth a look and listen, even if you recall seeing it 
before. (4:34)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Some say this clip from Steve Postier of GOP candidate Ted Cruz makinô bacon with a semi-
automatic long gun was an obvious attempt to kiss the collective butts of the gun lobby. 
Health freaks, on the other hand, say THIS  is insanely dangerous because of the fat and 
cholesterol in  bacon. (1:06)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Check out the antics that recently t ook place in the elevator of the El Paso County Sheriffôs 
Office in Colorado Springs. Here is background info courtesy of the Denver Post. (When it 
looks like they are staring into the camera, they are actually looking at the display showing 
the floor numb er.)  

El Paso County Sheriff's Office Dances to "Watch Me," Video Goes Viral  

 
An elevator recording showing El Paso County Sheriff's Office employees ð including the 
sheriff himself ð dancing to Silentó's hit song "Watch Me" has gone viral.  
 
The video had more than 5.5 million views as of Tuesday morning and was making the rounds 
throughout the country.  
 
The short dance party was filmed in honor of Deputy Tony Scherb, who retired from the 
sheriff's office after 29 years of service. It claims t o show why the sheriff was having so much 
"trouble" with his elevator.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EaZGaJrd3x8&feature=em-share_video_user


 
In the end, investigators say, it was deputies Scherb, Murphy, Reed, CD Evans, and Sheriff Bill 
Elder wildly "whipping" and doing the "nae nae."  

Click  HERE to watch the video. (3:10)  
 

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Are you old enough to remember Victor Borge? Bruce Morton is, and I can remember seeing 
him on our 15 -inch black and white TV as a kid in the ô50s and howling at his antics at the 
piano along with my folks. THIS  clip Bruce sent in is arguably one of the comedianôs funniest 
performances. (Victor died in Dec. of 2000 from heart failure at the age of 91.)  (8:51)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
What you want to take away from THIS  compilation video of people having their cars washed 
is that these morons are eligible to vote. Fortunately, not all of them are from the USA. We 
challenge you to keep a straight face on the segment involving the yellow Jeep as shown in 
the pic below. (2:25).  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auv7bXGSi34
http://biggeekdad.com/2016/01/a-night-at-the-opera/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMaQwd1KlVM


 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Speaking of morons, hereôs a humorous clip that Pete Salvi posted on the SJPD Facebook 
page. The two Einsteins pictured below apparently sampled too much of  the 20 pounds of 
weed they were transporting. Their problem began when they became so paranoid that they 
were sure that all the other traffic on the road was comprised of cops in unmarked cars, so 
they chose to call 911 and give themselves up. Click HERE to listen to the 911 call. (3:20)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Tom Macris and I always get misty -eyed when THIS  ñLost in the Fiftiesò clip arrives in our 
inboxes. Itôs not so much the nostalgia that causes that condition; itôs the realization that our 
vision, hearing and memory are going to hell. For you it may be the nostalgia factor.   Count 
your blessings if it is. (4:34)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Dirk Parsons says he has learned his lesson the hard way, and that he will never again buy a 
piano from IKEA. Worst part is that  it didn't come with instructions...  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOmRi927TPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjj9VKKSV2g


 
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Donôt try to stop us if youôve heard this one; itôs too late. 

 
A father told each of his three sons when he sent them to the university. ñI feel it's my duty to 
provide you with the best possible education, and you do not owe me anything for that. 
However, I wan t you to appreciate it, so as a token, please each put $1,000 into my coffin 
when I die. It will be a way you can show your gratitude for my support. "  
  
And so it happened...   
 
The sons became a doctor, a lawyer, and a financial planner, each very succes sful financially.  
  
When the day came and they saw their father in the coffin, they remembered his wish.  
  
First it was the doctor who put ten $100 bills onto his fatherôs chest in recognition of the ten 
years of college his father had supported.  
  
Then ca me the financial planner. He put twenty $50 bills in the coffin in recognition of the 
twenty semesters his father had financed during his college education.  
  
Finally, it was the heartbroken lawyerôs turn. He dipped into his pocket, took out his 
checkbook  and wrote a check to his dad for $3,000. He then put it into his father's coffin and 
took the $2,000 in cash.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 



 
 
This is Chad Prather, and he is not your stereotypical ñgood olô southern boy.ò LISTEN  to what 
he says to those who are critical of how he and his fellow Texans talk and the words they use. 
Right on, Chad! (1:53)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Speaking of Texas, now that the legislature and governor approved the ñOpen Carryò law, it's 
been reported that people are lined up in droves to purchase this holsteré 

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Like Desert Mysteries? HERE are ten we received from Tom Macris that should excite some 
electrons in your brain if you are the inquisitive type. (8:12)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORqbBpNuF-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avubpmUDpBM


 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
New video showing the devastating Japanese Tsunami from 2011 continues to show up on 
YouTube. THIS  time -compressed CCTV footage that was posted two weeks ago is a prime and 
terrifying example. (2:47)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
For you military aviation buffs, pictured below is a  B-36, also known as the ñPeacemaker.ò It 
remains the largest piston engine bomber ever used by the Air Force (1949 to 1959). It also 
was the first bomber capable of carrying nuclear bombs, and with a range of 10,000 miles, it 
was the first manned bomber w ith an unrefueled intercontinental range until it was replaced 
by the B -52. With ten engines in later models (6 props and 4 jets), the B -36 was arguably the 
most complicated plane in the USAFôs inventory to fly. If you question that statement, click on 
THIS  link and use your mouse to get a 360 -degree view of the pilotsô and flight engineerôs 
panels.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfNDMI36evo&feature=youtu.be
http://www.nmusafvirtualtour.com/media/062/B-36J%20Engineer.html


 

If your curiosity about the B -36 has been piqued, you may want to watch THIS  short segment 
from the 1955 movie ñStrategic Air Commandò starring Jimmy Stewart. It is spot on as far as 
the technical details are concerned. (5:38)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Unlike Air Force fighter pilots, their counterparts in the Navy and Marine Corps ómustô be able 
to land on a carrier. Just as we have range qualifications where we have to show our 
proficiency with a firearm, Navy and Marine fighter pilots have what are called ñcarrier quals.ò 
THIS  high -def video will give you a brief look at what they are like. ((6:52)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
With the exception of Abe Vigoda (Det. Fish on Barney Miller, who passed away last Tuesday 
at the age of 94), we found this list both stunning and shocking. Where has  the time gone?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyIfog24vNM&feature=youtu.be
https://player.vimeo.com/video/31549908?autoplay=1


   
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Bob Kosovilka challenges you car freaks to see how many of these classics you can identify 
from their tail fins and tail lights. We must caution you, however, that this isnôt as easy as you 
may think if you donôt remember the tail ends of some of the more rare American makes like 
the Hudson, DeSota and the Henry J. Click HERE if you want to give it a go.  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Are you old enough to remember THIS  song from the 1960 movie ñG.I. Bluesò starring The 
King and Juliet Prowse? The song was a No. 1 hit single for Presley on the UK Singles Chart 
for six weeks in March and April 1961, but was not released on a single in the United States 
until November 1964, when it was on the B -side to "Blue Christmas.ò (3:14) 

 
 

http://www.americantorque.com/game/tailfins/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93VPOqugKP4

