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IS IT REALLY 2016?  

 
Bert Kelsey was the first of a half -dozen readers to send in THIS  video as a way of saying 
Happy New Year to everyone. With stunning scenery and the beautiful voice of Sissel singing 
Auld Lang Syne following a short prayer, itôs the perfect way to welcome in 2016. (6:36) 

 
 
  

SJPOA NEWS 
 

Nothing to see here. Please move along and don't hold up trafficé 

 

PENSION NEWS  
 

OK, you can begin to slow down...  

 
 

THE TRIALS & TRIBULATIONS OF SAN JOSE AND THE SJPD  

 
Sgt. John Carr, Jr. (he runs the Traffic Investigation Unit) was quoted several times in this 
fro nt page New Yearôs Day story in the Mercury News that was headlinedé 

mailto:bilmat@comcast.net
mailto:leroypyle@sjpba.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rtajxo8d7js


San Jose: Traffic Deaths Highlight Worst Public  

Safety Trend in 2015; Overall Crime Sees Modest Rise  
 

Click HERE to read the story  

The article prompted Pete Guerin to write the following letter to the editor...  

 
To: Mercury News, Letters to the Editor  
 
Subject: Traffic Fatalities/Road Deaths  
 
I am a retired Police Officer  who worked for SJPD from 1965 -1995.  
 
First of all, my heart goes out to the Moreno Barcenas family for their tremendous loss, as 
well as the families also victimized by crimes of violence.  
 
I agree with the comments made by Sgt. Carr and those of Mayor Li ccardo, but my comment 
has more to do with the education issue, which was mentioned by Sgt. Carr.   
 
In 1965, and for a period thereafter, police officers would handle property damage vehicle 
accidents in parking lots. Often times when a vehicle would be d amaged in a parking 
maneuver, the driver would leave a note on the damaged vehicle with the appropriate 
information for us to complete a report if the victim so desired. Today we have drivers 
running over pedestrians, bicyclists and motorcyclists and fleei ng the scene. I feel that there 
is more of a need for family involvement and public school education to help turn around our 
decline in culture and self responsibility. Accidents will always happen, but we as decent 
human beings need to be accountable for our human mistakes.  
 
Peter T Guerin  
Retired SJPD #1259  

MAIL CALL  
 

 
 

Dec. 31st  

 
Bill,  
 
A friend sent me this photo that shows one of the exciting moments in the recent Climate 
Summit in Paris. Can you identify these guys?  
 
Mike (Thompson)  <mbtkht@gmail.com>  

http://www.mercurynews.com/crime-courts/ci_29330488/san-jose-traffic-deaths-highlight-worst-public-safety
mailto:mbtkht@gmail.com


 
 
I can, but for those readers who are having trouble identifying the luminaries, here are some 
hints (L -R):  
 
Å Sartaj Azia (Adviser on Foreign Policy to the PM of Pakistan) is enjoying a power nap. 
Å John Kerry (US Secretary of State) is in his "Happy Place."  
Å Abdullah Abdullah (Chief Executive Officer of Afghanistan) has been drugged. 
Å Nawaz Sharif (Pakistani PM) just got a whiff of a fart. 
Å And David Cameron (the British PM) is pretending it wasn't him who cut one.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Dec. 31st  

Hey Bill,  
 
I saw Leo Plinskiôs Farsider submission and wanted to send you the link to the Hall of Fame 
page on our PAAF website.  

<http://www.sjpaaf.org/hall -of - fame.asp>  

 
In addition to the 4 mentioned, there are 28 other inductees in the HOF.  
 
Unfortunately, I was graduating high school when Leo retired, so I never had the pleasure to 
meet him. Iôm hoping I look as good as he does at 87. 
 
Paul Woo <pawoo@blackberry.com>  
PAAF Board of Directors  

http://www.sjpaaf.org/hall-of-fame.asp
mailto:pawoo@blackberry.com


 
 

Good luck, Paul. I wish I looked as good as Leo does now,  
and Iôm fifteen years younger than he is. 

 
  

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Jan. 2nd  

Hi Bill,  
 
Here is an old academy picture of our crew that got hired on Jan. 2, 1976 ð 40 years ago to 
the day! Not sure if it is Farsider worthy, but I thought the photo might be interesting for all 
to see and guess who is who!  
 
Happy New Year and thanks for all tha t you do to keep us informed and connected.  
 
Take care,  
 
Jim Wagner <jrwagner70@yahoo.com>  

mailto:jrwagner70@yahoo.com


 
 

Always happy to publish photos representing the SJPD that was, Jim.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Jan. 4th  

Bill and Middle Ground,  
 
Based on bypassing media sources and actually reading articles and books that cite source 
material and/or whose authors were involved in the issues in some way, I generally support 
MGôs take on things. The only real quibble is the use of a pseudonym. 
 
While I un derstand why some choose to do so, I factor in a little discount on credibility when 
people do so. This does not mean I do not respect their comments or disbelieve them. I have 
often stuck my foot in my mouth and/or offended people when I stated an opinion  or belief. 
However, I have lived by the principle of attributing my comments, verbal or written, to me. 
That philosophy has lead to many interesting discussions and, a few times, threats of bodily 
harm; I relish both reactions.  
 
I am not an Obama fan, but  neither am I an Obama hater. He has not done a good job of 
leading this country. But neither has Congress. As for the Courts, we should just go back to 



rolling the bones and reading the auguries or maybe trial by combat.  
 
Starting in 2009 with elected off icials stating that their job was to make sure Obama failed, 
egged on by a number of talking heads, the governance of this country has been put way 
behind the apparent first goal of advancing partisan agendas by all parties involved.  
 
I am edging toward be coming a neo isolationist. I have no desire for us to be the worldôs 
police force. If people do not like living in their country they can try to change it; it is not our 
job.  
 
If it was up to me, we would bring our armed forces home, spread them along the coastlines 
as well as the north and south borders and tell the world to go to hell. Aggression of any type 
would be met with overwhelming force. The rules of engagement would be those stated by 
Arnaud Amaury, a twelfth century Cistercian Abbot leading the Catholic army at the battle of 
Beziers   against the Cathars of Languedoc, "Kill them all. God will know his own.ò 
 
Harry J. Mullins 1361 <hmullins08@yahoo.com>  
 
Ah yes, I remember reading everything I could find ab out Cathars of Languedoc. He was the 
guy who led the right wing of the Republican party back in the 11th Century?  
 
Seriously, I donôt have a problem with readers expressing their opinions using a pen name or 
asking that their name be withheld. In general t erms, we all know how peer pressure impacts 
cops and how most feel about being criticized. (Many have an ego that's just a little smaller 
than Trump's.) Expressing an opinion without fear of criticism opens up the opportunity for 
dialogue. As for your comm ent about ñedging toward becoming a neo isolationist,ò it sounds 
that you would like to see Rand Paul occupy the White House if you had your druthers. Just 
between you and me, donôt hold your breath. He'll be among the next two or three to pack his 
tent an d head for home. Thanks for writing in Harry.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Jan. 4th  

Bill,  
 
Donôt know if youôve seen this, or whether you feel it is too far out there for the Farsider, but 
according to the Breitbart website, Hillary appears to have won over the Hooker vote . 
Attached is a link to an article headlined, ñHookers for Hillaryò ð Bunny Ranch Employees 
Endorse Hillary Clintonò 
 
Talking Points <talking.points@comcast.net>  

mailto:hmullins08@yahoo.com
mailto:talking.points@comcast.net


 
 
In reading the article, it appears that one of the ñgirlsò is offering an extra half-hour to 
anyone who ñdonates to Hillary.ò Itôs hard imagining what she may mean by that. Curious 
readers can click HERE for the story.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Jan. 4th  

 
I cannot get home after celebrating New Yearôs with the family and am snowbound in 
Portland with little to do but play with the grandkids. Since I cannot approach their energy 
level, I started showing them some of my photos from my SJPD days.  
 
The attached are from a 1971 "Spanish Immersion Trip" to Ensenada, Mexico. The City paid 
for ten of us to spend five days camping on the beach so we c ould polish our Spanish speaking 
skills. It was kind of a graduation present at the end of a two -week ñSpanish for Police 
Officersò class taught at the PD by Lloyd Baker. Lots of good times, but I will refrain from 
expounding since there still may be inter national statute of limitation issues.  
 
Harry (Mullins)  <hmullins08@yahoo.com>  

http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2015/04/18/hookers-for-hillary-bunny-ranch-employees-endorse-hillary-clinton/
mailto:hmullins08@yahoo.com


 
 
A City -paid -for 5 -day graduation present allegedly for the purpose of honing your Spanish 
speaking skills on a beach in Ensenada? Bet that would go over big with the taxpayers of San 
Jose today! You know what saved you guys? No Internet. Think about it.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Jan. 4th  

Hi Bill,  
  
Last week I was asked by a reader what I have to say about a YouTube video they posted 
with the titl e, óHillary Clinton: A Career Criminalô. (This is the link to the video.) 



<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kypl1MYuKDY&sns=em>  

  
The only identifier as to who produced the video is the tag li ne óNo Hillary in 2016'. I was 
unable to turn up any organization or group that uses this title. So the creator, writer and 
funding source for the video are all unknowns. Based on the overall high quality of the video, 
the graphics and photos, the speakerôs precise use of voice intonations and the resulting 
inferences, lead me to believe that the video was probably produced by a professional PR 
agency hired by an anti -Hillary Clinton organization. But there is no way to be certain of this.  
  
The video is ju st shy of 20 minutes in length and covers 20 topics containing well over 100 
statements, quotes and allegations. Trying to fact check all of these would become a full time 
job unto itself. What I thought was a reasonable approach in determining the overall  accuracy 
and truthfulness of whatôs covered in the video, was to research 3  randomly selected topic 
areas, and the resulting 18 statements and allegations.  
  
The findings from the fact checking turned out to be a mixed bag.  
  
My results are way too long to be published in the Farsider, so if the requester, or any other 
reader, would like to see what I came up with, please let Bill know and Iôll make sure you get 
a copy.      
  
Middle Ground <Middleground@techie. com>  
 
Or interested readers can email MG at the address above and request the info.  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Jan. 6th  

Bill  
 
Thanks for your words regarding Susan's work during the war effort. I must say it was a very 
unusual time with your wife telling you in the morning that instead of heading off to the 
office, she was going to Iraq and would be back the next morning. (Could not have a layover, 
too dangerous, so she slept on the plane.)  
 
Again, thanks Bill.  
 
Mike (Egan)  < eganranch5@gmail.com>  
 
Susan was well deserving of everything that was said, Mike. (Below is a photo   from the Dec. 
17th Farsider of Mikeôs flight attendant wife when her ñofficeò was a United 747 that was 
flying troops into and out of Iraq and Pakistan. T his is a shot of her in the planeôs galley 
armed with an M -16 belonging to one of the many troops in the cabin above.)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kypl1MYuKDY&sns=em
mailto:Middleground@techie.com
mailto:eganranch5@gmail.com


 
 
 
 

GUN SAFETY CLASS FOR YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS THIS SATURDAY  
 

 
 
This Saturday the San Jose Municipal Shooting Range is offering a fre e outreach program to 
teach safe handling and reduce the fear factor some Officers' significant others have of 
firearms.  
 
Staffed by volunteer instructors and coaches from the Santa Clara Valley Rifle club, the event 
is aimed at anyone who is shooting for the first time. A short safety briefing is followed by the 
opportunity to fire .22 caliber pistols, rifles and revolvers under the individual supervision of a 
range safety officer. All firearms and ammo are provided by the club at no charge.  
 
A BFO officer  commented on Yelp, "I brought my wife to the free program. It was the first 
time she picked up a firearm. The volunteer Range Officer made sure she was safe and 
comfortable. His coaching was so friendly and helpful that by the time we left she was talking  
about wanting to join me whenever I go shooting."  
 
The event takes place at the San Jose Municipal Firing Range, 1580 South 10th Street (Just 
south of the Ice Center), from 2PM to 8PM on the second Saturday of each month. Thatôs 
THIS SATURDAY. No reservat ions are necessary.  
 
For further info contact former SJPD Reserve Deputy Chief and NRA instructor Dick Reizner at 
(408) 828 -3555 or <Dick@Reizner.com> . 
 
 

KEITH KELLEY CLUB NEWS  

 
I will be distributing a gift to all KKC  members who attended the 2015 Christmas Dinner 
Dance at the January PBA meeting. The gift is a KKC Challenge coin. There will coins available 

mailto:Dick@Reizner.com


for purchase as well. They will be $20 apiece and the money will go towards a scholarship 
fund that the KKC is cr eating.  

 
 
 
If there are any questions, contact me at 408.421.3785.  
 
Margie Thompson  
Keith Kelley Club CFO  
 
 

MIKE AMARALôS BEACH BOYS TO APPEAR ON SACRAMENTO PBS STATION 
 

 
 
Mike gave us a call last week and advised that their latest California Beach Boys Tribute Band 
DVD has been produced and will air on Sacramento PBS KVIE Channel 6 on Thursday, Jan. 
14th (NEXT Thursday), at 10:00 p.m.  

Clicking HERE will take you to their website where you can listen to a sample of their most 
requested songs.  

 

http://www.californiabeachboys.com/


WALT ADKINSô WIFE LAUDED BY SCOTT HERHOLD 
 

A Responsibility to Help Inmates at Christmas  
 

 
 

By Scott Herhold ð Columnist  

Mercury News  ð Jan. 3, 2016  

 
With all the bad news coming from Santa Clara Countyôs jails ð the latest was the beating of 
a sheriffôs deputy at Elmwood Correctional Center ð the new year is a good time to hear 
something encouraging. Itôs a good time to meet Jan Batiste Adkins, an extraordinary San 
Jose volunteer.  
 
Adkins, who is married to former acting San Jose police Chief Walt Adkins, is both a teacher 
and an author. She taught English for many years at Independence High School. And she has 
written a book titled ñAfrican Americans of San Francisco.ò 

 
 
I caught up with her last week by phone while she was in Texas attending the Armed Forces 
Bowl game between Air Force and Cal, a team that includes her grandson, senior wide 
receiver Stephen Anderson. But the story rea lly begins at a dinner party several months ago.  
 
At that party, the talk turned to the countyôs jails and their problems. Adkins began talking 
with Jeff Schwartz, a consultant who has extensive experience working in jails nationally. She 
told Schwartz tha t sheôd like to take her experience teaching writing into the jails. 
 
ñI wanted to do something to make a difference,ò said Adkins, now a part-time faculty 
member at San Jose City College. ñWorking with women in the jail is the best place for a 
person like  me.ò 
 
Schwartz put her in touch with the people who run the jails, and soon enough, Adkins was 
volunteering her time teaching journal writing to women at Elmwood. It was then that the 
germ of an idea for Christmas was born.  
 
Celebration  
 
ñI had been teaching in jail for six months, and I asked some of the clients, óWhat do you guys 
do for Christmas?ô ò Adkins asked. ñWell, nothing. They donôt celebrate Christmas. Some of 



them donôt even have visitors.ò 
 
This was something that Adkins could fix: So she went  to her Fremont -based church, the 
South Bay Community Church, and persuaded them to help fashion Christmas bags for more 
than 500 female inmates at Elmwood.  
 
It took about four days. The congregants had to gather soaps, socks, coloring pencils and 
other it ems. The socks alone, which could not be blue or red because of the gang 
connotations, cost $2,000, which came through donations.  
 
Then, two days before Christmas, a group of six female church members, separated in two 
teams of three, distributed the bags,  even entering some of the cells to bear their gifts.  
 
The inmatesô reaction? ñThey were super-excited,ò said Neelam Wadhwani, the inmate 
rehabilitation manager. ñThey were very pleased to get the Christmas bags. Some even sang 
Christmas carols.ò 
 
Adkins r emembers that inmates put the socks to their faces or even pulled them on. In a 
counterpoint to the charges of mistreatment at the menôs jail, she says the guards, who are 
mostly female, were sensitive and helpful.  
 
Why help out the inmates in the first pl ace? ñJust try to remember that these are people who 
will come back to our communities,ò Adkins said. ñWe want to remember that they are human 
beings. We have a responsibility to help them.ò 
 
 

THE BEST OF THE LATE NITE JOKES  
 

Jan. 4 ð 5  
 

 
 
Jan. 4: According to a new poll, Donald Trump was the candidate Americans would least want 
to have as their neighbor. It makes sense, because he'd build a MASSIVE WALL between your 
yards and make YOU pay for it.  
 
On ñFace the Nationò yesterday, Donald Trump accused Ted Cruz of copying his immigration 
reform plan, specifically his idea of building a giant wall. Then China said, ñUh, hello?ò 
 
A new poll found that women in America are angrier about current events than men. And if 
you want to make them even angrier, j ust tell them they seem angry.  
 
A man in London just took Uber's one -billionth ride, and to celebrate, Uber gave him a year's 
worth of free rides. The man says he's excited to spend the entire year drunk.  
 
China just installed new public bathrooms in Beiji ng that actually offer Wi -Fi. Yeah, a Wi -Fi-
enabled bathroom. Or as we call that here in America, ñStarbucks.ò 
 
Jan. 5: In a recent interview, Hillary Clinton said that she would investigate UFOs, and said 



that aliens may have already visited Earth. When h e heard that, Trump said, ñForget the wall. 
We need a dome! Just build a huge dome. A huge classy beautiful dome! We'll make the aliens 
pay for the dome.ò 
 
In an NPR interview last week, Jeb Bush revealed the ingredients for his guacamole recipe, 
but would n't give away the specifics of how to prepare it. So now I guess we HAVE to elect 
Jeb Bush.  
 
Some people are upset about a billboard in Utah that advertises a dating site called ñWhere-
White -People -Meet -dot -com.ò Even more controversial ð it's now Utah's s tate motto.  
 
China's new law allowing couples to have two children instead of just one went into effect in 
the new year. So if you thought you felt an earthquake, don't worry ð it was just a billion 
people being told they were allowed to have unprotected s ex at the exact same moment.  

 
 
Jan. 4: Donald Trumpôs television ad mistakenly shows footage from Morocco instead of 
Mexico. Trump insists itôs not a mistake, and heôs going to build a fence along the U.S.-
Moroccan border and make Morocco pay for it.  
 
Don ald Trump released his first TV ad. The ad will air on the big four networks during prime -
time, cable channels during the day, and on Univision when Hell freezes over.  
 
Donald Trump called Bill Clinton a woman abuser and Hillary Clinton an enabler. Then he  
called the Clinton marriage "the best one Iôve ever seen." 
 
A militia group that is protesting the U.S. government has taken over a wildlife refuge in 
Oregon. Of course you can understand why theyôre angry, itôs really not easy being a white 
man in Oregon . 
 
A study found that moderate consumption of red wine leads to higher test scores. So 
apparently, I spent New Yearôs Eve "cramming for a final." 
 
A new study came out that reveals some dangerous side effects from childbirth. The 
dangerous side effects wom en suffer include pelvic injuries, muscle tears, and children.  
 
Thanks to Congress, meat producers no longer have to tell consumers where their meat 
comes from. Upon hearing this, Arby's said, "Waaay ahead of you, man."  
 
Jan. 5: It came late, but El Niño f inally arrived here in Los Angeles. In case you didnôt know, El 
Niño is Spanish for "Little Boy." So apparently the reason El Niño was so late is because it 
wanted to make sure Jared Fogle was in prison.  
 
The parents of a 6 -year -old Canadian boy are angry because heôs been put on the no-fly list. 
TSA agents said, ñWeôre trying to prevent the next Bieber.ò 

 



 
Jan. 4: A new poll conducted by the University of Scranton found that only 8 percent of people 
actually keep their New Year's resolutions. Eight percen t seems a bit high, doesn't it? Like 
basically 7 percent of people started the new year by lying.  
 
I mean everyone's resolution is going to fail, isn't it? Even the start of the new year is 
commemorated with somebody dropping the ball.  
 
My New Year's resol ution for 2016 was to join a gym. My New Year's resolution next year is to 
go to that gym.  
 
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg announced his resolution saying "my personal challenge 
for 2016 is to build a simple AI to run my home and help me with my work." M ark 
Zuckerberg's resolution is to build an artificial intelligence system that controls his entire 
home. Meanwhile, I'm determined to give up sweets. We're basically the same person.  
 
I imagine Jeb Bush's resolution was probably to spend more time with his  supporter. Hillary 
Clinton's resolution is currently being focus -grouped. Donald Trump doesn't have any 
resolutions because resolutions are for losers and he's a winner.  
 
Bernie Sandersô resolution is to catch that damn squirrel that keeps eating the food out of the 
bird feeder. And he's not a politician but Steve Harvey's resolution was to travel more. He said 
he has always wanted to visit Colombia, I mean the Philippines.  
 
Jan. 5: A woman rented out her home on Airbnb, the online service where people can  rent out 
their homes as a hotel alternative, to what she thought was an older man but ended up being 
a teenager who threw a rager for his 18th birthday. Who would have thought renting out your 
home on the biggest party night of the year to a total strange r would have ended badly?  
 
Airbnb's slogan should be "Airbnb: You sure about this?"  
 
When the couple returned to their home, they found cigarette butts, broken beer bottles, and 
even marijuana. It's pretty serious if they file charges against the 18 -year -old who did this. 
He could face up to a full year of "being the most popular badass in school."  
 
Apparently, there is a new trend of college students using Airbnb to rent out their dorm 
rooms. One college student in New York City is renting out his dorm roo m for $80 a night. It 
used to be that a sock on the door meant your roommate was getting some action. Now it just 
means the Hendersons are visiting from Iowa.  

 
 
Jan. 4: Donald Trump said yesterday that if heôs elected, he would ñprobably not talk as 
much. ò Thatôs right, if Donald Trump is elected, even HE will be speechless. 
 
Republican hopeful Carly Fiorina said on Sunday that Ted Cruz will say ñwhatever he needs to 
sayò to win the election. And itôs true. Just this morning, Ted Cruz said ñHi, Iôm Hillary 
Clinton.ò 
 
China this weekend formally replaced its one -child policy with a new law allowing two 



children per family. That way, families will have one child to play with, while the other oneôs 
at work.  
 
After being arrested for crashing his car into a sho pping mall, a Florida man explained to 
police that he was trying to time -travel. Which is crazy. If you want to travel 50 years into the 
future, just leave Florida.  
 
Scientists at the University of Washington are conducting a study to determine if marijuan a 
smokers are more or less likely to drink alcohol. Here, Iôll save them some time: Theyôre less 
likely to do anything.  
 
Jan. 5: President Obama this afternoon said that guns should come with new safety devices 
because ñif a kid canôt open aspirin they shouldnôt be able to pull a trigger.ò And the gun lobby 
plans to cooperate by making aspirin bottles easier to open.  
 
After being confronted yesterday by a homosexual protester on whether being gay is a choice, 
Dr. Ben Carson said, ñThatôs a long conversation.ò Of course, for him, ñHello, Iôm Ben Carsonò 
is a long conversation.  
 
A new company is offering customers a chance to cut their hotel bills in half if they are willing 
to share their room with a stranger. The company is called Jose Cuervo.  
 
Researchers h ave recently found that binge -watching TV shows can raise the risk of chronic 
disease and early death. Said binge -watchers, ñHey, no spoilers!ò 
 
Video has surfaced of employees of a Southern California Pizza Hut smoking marijuana on the 
job during New Year ôs Eve. Which explains why every pizza they delivered that night only had 
two slices left.  

 
 
Jan. 4: So, it's officially 2016, which means two things: A new year is upon us, and I'm finally 
going to buy a 2015 calendar. They're dirt cheap!  
 
This year I'm going to lose 10 pounds ð or buy a scale that is off by 10 pounds. I'm also going 
to travel more. It expands your horizons and makes it harder for the IRS to find you.  
 
I'm resolving to spend less time looking at my iPhone. That's time I could be spending with 
my iPad.  
 
I resolve to not eat dinner in front of the television. This year, I'll eat dinner only in front of 
live theater.  
 
I always feel a little disconnected from the news after the holidays. But while we were 
sleeping, with visions of sugar -Trumps  dancing in our heads, candidate Jeb Bush snuck down 
our chimneys and left a present by finally releasing his famously secret guacamole recipe. 
Turns out, the secret ingredient is avocados.  
 
Jan. 5: Someone has stolen Abraham Lincoln's hands. A museum in K ankakee, Illinois, has 
reported that their plaster mold of the Great Emancipator's hands was taken in December. Do 



you know what this means? They've got his fingerprints. Somewhere out there there's a thief 
that can unlock Lincoln's iPhone. It could have s ome racy pics of Mary Todd on there.  
 
Back in November at Gettysburg, someone stole a bust of Lincoln ð that's head and 
shoulders. Now they just need the knees and toes!  
 
Clearly, some madman is assembling a Franken -Lincoln. I'm warning and calling on my 
viewers to be vigilant. If you have any other Lincoln parts ð the Lincoln torso, Lincoln legs, or 
let's say even the Lincoln log ð just hold on to it tight.  
 
 

 

WEEKLY SNOPES URBAN LEGEND UPDATE  
 

 
 

Click HERE for the most current update.  
 

 

 

 
  
 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 

How and why did our culture move from music like this to Rap and Heavy Metal? Someone 
ought to be jailed for that decision!  
 
We have always been a big fan of the late Fred Astaire, Gene Kelly, Donald OôConnor and 
other famous dancers who were major stars in the ó40s, ó50s and ó60s. But as good as they 
were, they would find it nearly impossible to keep up with the Nicholas Brothe rs from the ó30s 
and early ó40s. Check out their routine in THIS  clip from the 1943 movie ñStormy Weatherò 
featuring the music of Cab Calloway. (4:47)  

http://www.snopes.com/category/snopes/facts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8yGGtVKrD8&feature=youtu.be


 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Bob Kosovilka says THIS  video should serve as a warning to anyone who wants to pull off a 
shooting prank. Whether this clip is real or fake is anyoneôs guess. (0:55) 

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
If you saw the movie ñBigò you know about floor pianos that are usually found in toy stores 
and free for anyone to play on. Most people run around making noise by stepping on several 
keys, but these two gals had something else in mind. Watch them use their feet to perform a 
rendition o f Bachôs Toccata in D. It may not be the way BACH imagined his classic piece to be 
played, but we doubt he would be very disappointed. (1:22)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhaBmIq54cU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7DKROLMoirE


If you are looking for an honest and unb iased review of the new Star Wars film ñThe Force 
Awakens,ò we recommend The Onionôs film reviewer, Peter K. Rosenthal. He compares the 
new blockbuster to the original mega hit from the ó70s that he saw on a hot, sweaty night at a 
drive - in with his NEW girlfriend. (3:49)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Bulls' lives matter too. We hear a lot about rescued dogs, cats, birds and several other of 
Godôs creatures, but have you ever heard of a rescued bull? Gut Aiderbichl is an animal 
sanctuary based in Austria. The organization started small, only housing 25 animals, but it has 
been growing steadily since its inception. Today, Gut Aiderbichl has 25 sanctuaries in Austria, 
Germany, Switzerland and France in order to provide the best care for over 5.600 rescued 
animals.  
 
This is a video of a freedom -dance of Ban dit the bull that lived in chains. He was one of many 
million that live worldwide in narrow stables in tethered housing all life long. In this video, 
Bandit shows his gratitude to Christian of the sanctuary and performs a dance of freedom 
when he is introd uced to a bed of straw for the first time. On the MANY sanctuaries live more 
than 500 rescued cows, bulls and calves.  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
If you once worked the Bureau, would you still make a good dete ctive? Hereôs your 
opportunity to prove it. Watch this one -minute clip and see if you can IDENTIFY  the dog that 
tore up the Kleenex. (1:11)  

http://www.onionstudios.com/videos/the-onion-reviews-star-wars-the-force-awakens-3628
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFO6LESkHDk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eF_JhsdtrN8&sns=em


 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Clicking HERE will take you to the Bored Panda WEBSITE  and 20 visual reasons why being a 
nature photographer is considered by some to be the best job in the worldé 

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
We all know that our reaction time tends to slow down as we get older, at least for most 
people. Iôm proud to say that on my third try my reaction time was so fast that this test said I 
have the REACTIONS of a 23 -year -old. Can you match or beat it within a few tries? Click 
HERE, then scroll down when the page appears and give it a go.  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Who cares if THIS  short clip abou t an Arab who lost his ass is politically correct? Phil Norton 
doesnôt, and we donôt care either. (0:37). 

http://www.boredpanda.com/nature-photographers-behind-the-scenes/
https://www.justpark.com/creative/reaction-time-test/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NeK6m2HOhtQ


 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Comedian Alan King (died from cancer in 2004 at the age of 76) explained to the nation back 
in the '80s why the Middle East was so prob lematic. And if you stick with his schtick long 
enough, you can HEAR his rendition of a musical that didnôt quite make it to Broadway. It was 
titled ñThe Middle Eastside Story.ò (7:28)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Fans of Koala Joeys from the Land Down Under should enjoy THIS  contribution from Bruce 
Morton. Baby Koalas donôt get any cuter than this one. (2:30) 

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
This is an entertaining flashmob that we missed in 2015. It took place at the Dubai Airport 
and is well worth a look if you are into seeing lots of people with SMILES  on their faces . 
(4:50)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gEG6MuzfAl0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cU8v4vZbFPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROPesXv2z1U&feature=youtu.be


 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å  
 
 
For a different kind of flashmob, check this one out: What we have here are a few hundred 
inmates performing to a Michael Jackson song at a Maximum Security Penitentiary in the 
Philippines. It made me wonder if THIS  type of activity could solve the violence and gang 
problem up at Pelican Bay? (Uh, probably not!) (4:26)  

 
 

 
Å Å Å Å Å 

 

Pardon us if we are boring you with these videos. That's what the scroll ba r over there on the 
right is for. This final flashmob brings us back to North America and Ontario, Canada where 
150 participants at the Convent Market have decided that Anything Goes, which, 
coincidentally, is the title of THEIR  number. (3:29)  

 
 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Every year, English teachers from around the nation are invited to submit their collections of 
actual analogies and metaphors found in high school essays. These excerpts are publ ished 
each year for the amusement of teachers across the country. Here are 39 winners from the 
past couple of yearsé 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OawiTae0bA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oRdbXgVoaXg&feature=youtu.be


 
1. When she tried to sing, it sounded like a walrus giving birth to farm equipment.  
 
2. Her eyes twinkled, like the moustache of a man wit h a cold.  
 
3. She was like a magnet: Attractive from the back, repulsive from the front.  
 
4. The ballerina rose gracefully en pointe and extended one slender leg behind her, like a dog 
at a fire hydrant.  
 
5. She grew on him like she was a colony of E. coli  and he was room temperature Canadian 
beef.  
 
6. She had him like a toenail stuck in a shag carpet.  
 
7. The lamp just sat there, like an inanimate object.  
 
8. Her face was a perfect oval, like a circle that had two sides gently compressed by a Thigh 
Master.  
 
9. Her eyes were like the stars, not because they twinkle, but because they were so far apart.  
 
10. His career was blowing up like a man with a broken metal detector walking through an 
active minefield.  
 
11. The sun was below the watery horizon, like a d iabetic grandma easing into a warm salt 
bath.  
 
12. From the attic came an unearthly howl. The whole scene had an eerie, surreal quality, like 
when you're on vacation in another city and Jeopardy comes at a 7:00 p.m. instead of 7:30.  
 
13. It was as easy as taking candy from a diabetic man who no longer wishes to eat candy.  
 
14. She had a deep, throaty, genuine laugh, like that sound a dog makes before it throws up.  
 
15. Their love burned with the fiery intensity of a urinary tract infection.  
 
16. It's basica lly an illusion and no different than if I were to imagine something else, like 
Batman riding a flying toaster.  
 
17. If it was any colder, it would be like being in a place that's a little colder than it is here.  
 
18. Joy fills her heart like a silent but deadly fart fills a room with no windows.  
 
19. The bird flew gracefully into the air like a man stepping on a land mine in zero gravity.  
 
20. He felt confused. As confused as a homeless man on house arrest.  
 
21. The revelation that his marriage of 30 years  had disintegrated because of his wife's 
infidelity came as a rude shock, like a surcharge at a formerly surcharge -free ATM.  
 
22. His thoughts tumbled in his head, making and breaking alliances like underpants in a 



dryer without Cling Free.  
 
23. He spoke w ith the wisdom that can only come from experience, like a guy who went blind 
because he looked at a solar eclipse without one of those boxes with a pinhole in it, and now 
goes around the country speaking at high schools about the dangers of looking at a so lar 
eclipse without one of those boxes with a pinhole in it.  
 
24. Her vocabulary was as bad as, like, whatever.  
 
25. He was as tall as a six -foot, three - inch tree.  
 
26. The little boat gently drifted across the pond exactly the way a bowling ball wouldn't.  
 
27. McBride fell 12 stories, hitting the pavement like a Hefty bag filled with vegetable soup.  
 
28. Her hair glistened in the rain like a nose hair after a sneeze.  
 
29. Long separated by cruel fate, the star -crossed lovers raced across the grassy field t oward 
each other like two freight trains, one having left Cleveland at 6:36 p.m. traveling at 55 mph, 
the other from Topeka at 4:19 p.m. at a speed of 35 mph.  
 
30. They lived in a typical suburban neighborhood with picket fences that resembled Nancy 
Kerrig an's teeth.  
 
31. John and Mary had never met. They were like two hummingbirds who had also never met.  
 
32. He fell for her like his heart was a mob informant and she was the East River.  
 
33. Even in his last years, Granddad had a mind like a steel trap, on ly one that had been left 
out so long it had rusted shut.  
 
34. Shots rang out, as shots are wont to do.  
 
35. The plan was simple, like my brother - in - law Phil. But unlike Phil, this plan just might 
work.  
 
36. The young fighter had a hungry look, the kind yo u get from not eating for a while.  
 
37. He was as lame as a duck. Not the metaphorical lame duck, either, but a real duck that 
was actually lame, maybe from stepping on a land mine or something.  
 
38. It was an American tradition, like fathers chasing kids around with power tools.  
 
39. He was deeply in love. When she spoke he thought he heard bells, as if she were a 
garbage truck backing up.  

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

Most of you golfers have probably seen short videos of the famous 19th hole Par 3 at the 
Legends Golf Cours e in South Africa that requires a helicopter ride to the tee box that sits on 
the edge of a cliff some 1300 feet above the Africa -shaped green. Despite the elevation, this 



video says that you have little chance of reaching the green unless you can blast a driver 
about 260 yards. This clip is worth a look even if hitting a ball that far is beyond your pay 
grade. After being dropped off by a helicopter, golfers are given six balls with tracking 
sensors in them because a shot this long and steep is bound to re sult in a few misplaced hits. 
Naturally, a hole as unique and challenging as this has been a magnet for avid golf 
enthusiasts and professionals from all over the world. Click HERE to take that helic opter ride 
to the tee box. (3:54)  

 
 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Perhaps itôs a good thing that Ronald Reaganôs actions broke the economy of the USSR. Have 
a look at this monster war plane the Russians built in 1987 and was later forced to mothball 
due to costs. Received from Bruce Fair, there are two links. This FIRST  one leads to a short 
film of the plane being tested, and the SECOND one will take you to a website with numerous 
photos and details about the aircraft.  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
So whoôs the greatest radio control airplane pilot in the world? An argument can be made that 
itôs this guy. His name is Gernot Bruckmann and he hails from Austria. Watch as his indoor 
plane DANCES to Andre Rieuôs ñRomeo & Juliet Love Theme.ò (2:34) 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0OzvRELj5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_symWK4T7n0
http://thebrigade.com/2015/07/09/russias-unprecedented-monster-aircraft-ship-53-photos-and-story/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aex06p3hFYE


 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Speaking of radio control airplanes, the guy in the red shirt of THIS  short film mirrors my 
short experience with the hobby. Have a look. (There's some truth to that statement.)   (2 :33)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
You former hot rodders and lovers of the ô55 Chevy would be making a mistake if you skipped 
over THIS  video of Gary Kollofskiôs V-12 powered ñsleeper.ò It is unquestionably the most 
unique, stock -looking ô55 that exists today. (9:07) 

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Care to take a guess what this is? Sea Monster? Shovel - toothed shark? Close, but no cigar. 
THIS  short video will show you what it is and how it came to be. (2:59)  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=so_4qX3nrkc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJ_M-fdyKpw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjMuKHCj1lI&feature=youtu.be


 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
Planning on taking a cruise anytime soon. We suggest you skip THIS  and move on to the next 
item if you answered yes. (4:10)  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
When Louis Quezada posted this James Bond "Bankok Pursuit" Visa commercial on Facebook, 
we followed up by including a second ad that touted Heineken featuring a different Bond, 
then added one final video of the British Agentôs top 23 moments. Click on the titles of each to 
view them...  

 
 

James Bond & Zhang Ziyi in Thrilling Bankok Pursuit  
 

 
 

Heineken ð The Chase  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LUF8vmXP6b4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUQkhPheqNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuMvhJaWIUg


 
 

Top 23 James Bond Moments  
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 

 
 
For this weekôs closer we chose this extraordinary footage of a New Yearôs fireworks 
celebration captured by a drone from inside the fireworks performance itsel f, and to make it 
extra special, the video is accompanied by Andrea Bocelli singing his signature song, "Con Te 
Partiro." Sit back for the next four minutes and enjoy this SPECTACULAR perform ance while 
you finish welcoming the New Year.  

 
 

 

Å Å Å Å Å 
 

 

 

 
C'ya  

 

 

Pic of the Week  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNLLPbMThGM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9KZ3jgbbmI&sns=em

